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SENATE BI LL 6694

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Wjahn, Swecker, T. Shel don, Hargrove, Long, Cke, Wnsley
and Kohl -\Wel | es

Read first time 01/24/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a foster parent retention pilot
program creating newsections; making appropriations; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Foster parents have little neans to cope with sexually abused
children. There is no support for these children in the foster hone
setting, contributing to the fact that seventy percent of these
children have nultiple foster hone pl acenents;

(2) Two-thirds of the work of <child protective services in
Washi ngton state is linked with famlies that it sees repeatedly. The
fam|lies have cumul ative risks such as drug abuse, donestic viol ence,
and nental illness. Sexual abuse of children in these famlies
frequently occurs;

(3) Many of our next generation’s sexual predators are in foster
care today. These children have had severe and repeated early abuse,
are under age twelve, and nove freely in schools and child care. The
division of children and fam |y services reports that these children

p. 1 SB 6694



D 01~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

33
34
35
36

have nolested an average of five children while they are in foster
care; and

(4) I'n Pierce county al one, seventy-five of these children are now
in foster care. This pressures an already stressed foster care system
and sets the stage for these children to enter into a lifetinme of
sexual | y devi ant behavi or.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A foster parent retention pilot programis
established to retain foster parents who care for children who act out
sexual ly. The foster parent retention pilot program is to be
i npl enented under the division of children and famly services’
contract and supervi sion. A contractor nust denonstrate experience
provi di ng i n-home case managenent to regular division of children and
famly services foster parents.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) The sum of one hundred sixty-five
thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general
fund to the division of children and famly services to be used
according to the foll ow ng schedul e:

(a) One hundred twenty-two thousand dollars shall be used for
direct services under section 4(1) of this act; and

(b) Forty-three thousand dollars shall be used for evaluation of
the foster parent retention pilot program under section 4(2) of this
act .

(2) The sum of one hundred sixty-five thousand dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2001, fromthe general fund to the division of children and
famly services for the purposes of this act.

(a) One hundred twenty-two thousand dollars shall be used for
direct services under section 4(1) of this act; and

(b) Forty-three thousand dollars shall be used for evaluation of
the foster parent retention pilot program under section 4(2) of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Under the foster parent retention pil ot
program foster parents who care for children who act out sexually wll
receive

(a) Energency assistance; and
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(b) Problemsolving in the hone and group training.

(2) By Decenber 2001, the division of children and fam |y services
shal |l prepare a presentation for an independent eval uation before the
appropriate commttees of the legislature, which includes the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The retention rate of foster parents in the programas conpared
to a conparable group of foster parents who are not in the program

(b) I'ncidents of sexual nolestation of children by children;

(c) An estimate of the anmobunt of noney saved because of the foster
parent retention pilot program and

(d) Reconmendations by the division of children and fam |y services
on whether a foster parent retention program should be conti nued.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2001, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act expires January 1, 2002.

~-- END ---
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