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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6731

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Spanel and Gardner)

Read first tinme 02/08/2000.

AN ACT Rel ating to Lake Whatcom and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 1. The Lake \Watcom | andscape nmanagenent pil ot
project is created.

The departnent of natural resources shall devel op a | andscape pl an
regardi ng state-owned forest |lands in the Lake What com wat er shed ar ea.
Where appropriate, the departnent will consult with other major forest
| andowners in the watershed and shall involve watershed residents in
managenent activities. The departnment shall consult with the Lake
What com managenent committee on proposed tinber harvest and road
managenent activities. The depart nent shal | establish an
interjurisdictional commttee to review the site-specific activities
and meke recommendati ons. The interjurisdictional commttee shall
include two nenbers of the public who have an interest in these
activities. The |andscape plan shall address at |least the follow ng
t opi cs:

(1) Establishing riparian managenent zones along all streans, as
classified under chapter 5, Laws of 1999 sp. sess. The depart nment
shall manage |lands within such zones to protect water quality and
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riparian habitat, and interdisciplinary technical teans may reconmend
to the department restrictions wupon tinber harvest and yarding
activities on a case-by-case basis;

(2) Harvest and road construction upon unstable slopes should be
carefully regulated, including limting new road construction and old
road reconstruction on unstable slopes, including w ndthrow buffers
during harvest, as necessary;

(3) Creating and i npl enenti ng a sustai nabl e yi el d nodel specific to
the Lake Watcom watershed that enconpasses the revised nanagenent
standards and that is consistent with the sustained yield established
by the board of natural resources;

(4) The departnment should build on the existing draft Lake Wat com
| andscape pl an and i ncorporate both newinformation fromthe community
and new scientific informati on when avail able; and

(5) The devel opnent of a road managenent plan for the watershed.

The | andscape pl an shall be conpleted and i nplenentation initiated
by June 30, 2001. Ti mber harvest and all road construction in the
wat ershed on state |and shall be delayed until the plan is conpl eted.

~-- END ---
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