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SENATE BI LL 6738

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senat ors Goi ngs and Rasnussen; by request of WAshi ngton State Patr ol

Read first time 01/25/2000. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to fire sprinkler systens; and anending RCW
18. 160. 030 and 18. 160. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.160.030 and 1992 ¢ 116 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) This chapter shall be adm nistered by the state director of
fire protection.

(2) The state director of fire protection shall have the authority,
and it shall be his or her duty to:

(a) Issue such admnistrative regulations as necessary for the
adm ni stration of this chapter;

(b) (i) Set reasonable fees for licenses, certificates, testing, and
ot her aspects of the admnistration of this chapter. However, the
license fee for fire protection sprinkler system contractors engaged
solely in the installation, inspection, maintenance, or servicing of
NFPA 13-D fire protection sprinkler systens shall not exceed one
hundred dollars, and the license fee for fire protection sprinkler
system contractors engaged solely in the installation, inspection,
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mai nt enance, or servicing of NFPA 13-R fire protection sprinkler
systens shall not exceed three hundred doll ars;

(1i) Adopt rules establishing a special category restricted to
contractors regi stered under chapter 18.27 RCWwho install underground
systens that service fire protection sprinkler systens((—Fhe—+ules
shalH—be—-adopted—wthinninrety—days—of—Mreh—31—31992));

(c) Enforce the provisions of this chapter;

(d) Conduct investigations of conplaints to determne if any
infractions of this chapter or the regul ations devel oped under this
chapter have occurred;

(e) (( Wit bt he fi okl i i o :
‘i . okl I | I I
efHetals+

))) Assign a certificate nunber to each certificate of conpetency
hol der; ((and

fgy)) (f) Adopt rules necessary to inplenment and adm nister a
program which requires the affixation of a seal any tine a fire
protection sprinkler systemis installed, which seal shall include the
certificate nunber of any certificate of conpetency holder who
installs, in whole or in part, the fire protection sprinkler systenm_

(g) Adopt rules necessary for the collection of fees established in
the uniform building code for conducting plan reviews and inspections
when requested by local jurisdictions, subject to available funds and
resources; and

(h) Adopt rules necessary to assess nonetary penalties of a civil
nature for the violation of the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 2. RCW18.160. 040 and 1990 ¢ 177 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) To becone a certificate of conpetency holder wunder this
chapter, an applicant nust have satisfactorily passed an exam nation
adm nistered by the state director of fire protection. A certificate
of conmpetency holder can satisfy this exam nation requirenment by
presenting a copy of a current certificate of conpetency from the
national institute for <certification in engineering technol ogies
showng that the applicant has achieved the «classification of
engi neering technician | evel 3 or senior engineering technician |evel
4 inthe field of fire protection, automatic sprinkler system | ayout.

(T ; T . al o
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Lt . . L : . on. fod | I ‘
sprnkler—advi-sery—commtteer)) This exam nation requirenment is

mandat ory except as otherw se provided in this chapter
(2) Every applicant for a certificate of conpetency shall fulfil
the requirenents established by the state director of fire protection

((and-thefi . okl AL eal_adyi .
vnder—ehapter—34-—05-RCW ).

(3) Every applicant for a certificate of conpetency shall nake
application to the state director of fire protection and pay the fees
required.

(4) Provided the application for the certificate of conpetency is
made prior to ninety days after May 1, 1991, the state director of fire
protection, in lieu of the exam nation requirenents of the applicant
for acertificate of conpetency, nay accept as satisfactory evi dence of
conpetency and qualification, affidavits attesting that the applicant
has had a m ninmum of three years’ experience.

(5) The state director of fire protecti on may((;—after—eonsuttation
wi-th—the—fire—sprinkler—advisery—ecommittee)) issue a tenporary
certificate of conpetency to an applicant who, in his or her judgnent,
will satisfactorily performas a certificate of conpetency hol der under
the provisions of this chapter. The tenporary certificate of
conpetency shall remain in effect for a period of up to three years.
The tenporary certificate of conpetency holder shall, within the three-
year period, conplete the examnation requirenents specified in

subsection (1) of this section. There shall be no exam nation
exenption for an individual 1issued a tenporary certificate of
conpet ency. Prior to the expiration of the three-year period, the

tenporary certificate of conpetency hol der shall make application for
a reqgular certificate of conpetency. The procedures and qualifications
for issuance of a regular certificate of conpetency shall be applicable
to the tenporary certificate of conpetency holder. \Wien a tenporary
certificate of conpetency expires, the holder shall cease al
activities associated with the holding of a tenporary certificate of
conpet ency, subject to the penalties contained in this chapter.

(6) To becone a licensed fire protection sprinkler system
contractor under this chapter, a person or firmmust conply with the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Must be or have in his or her full-tinme enploy a holder of a
valid certificate of conpetency;
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(b) Conply with the mi ni mumi nsurance requirenents of this chapter;
and

(c) Make application to the state director of fire protection for
a license and pay the fees required.

(7) Each license and certificate of conpetency issued under this
chapter nust be posted in a conspicuous place in the fire protection
sprinkler systemcontractor’s place of business.

(8) Al bids, advertisenents, proposals, offers, and installation
drawi ngs for fire protection sprinkler systens must prom nently di spl ay
the fire protection sprinkler systemcontractor’s |icense nunber.

(9) A certificate of conpetency or license issued under this
chapter is not transferable.

(10) In no case shall a certificate of conpetency holder be
enployed full time by nore than one fire protection sprinkler system
contractor at the sane tine. |If the certificate of conpetency hol der
shoul d | eave the enploynment of the fire protection sprinkler system
contractor, he or she nust notify the state director of fire protection

within thirty days. If the certificate of conpetency hol der should
| eave the enploynent of the fire protection sprinkler system
contractor, the <contractor shall have six nonths or wuntil the

expiration of the current |icense, whichever occurs |last, to submt a
new application identifying another certificate of conpetency hol der
who is at the time of application an owner of the fire protection
sprinkler system business or a full-time enployee of the fire
protection sprinkler system contractor, in order to be issued a new
license. |If such application is not received and a new |icense issued
within the allotted tinme, the state director of fire protection shal

revoke the license of the fire protection sprinkler systemcontractor.

~-- END ---
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