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SENATE BI LL 6747

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Jacobsen, Sheahan, Shin, B. Shel don
McAul i ffe, Horn, Finkbeiner, Wnsley, Costa and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/26/2000. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to establishing a working rel ati onship between the
hi gh technol ogy i ndustry and the hi gher education comunity; creating
a new section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The high technol ogy industry is a najor
contributor to the economc prosperity of Wshington state. The
| egi slature finds that industry nust play a key role in assisting and
supporting state governnent and institutions of higher education as
Washi ngton strives to enhance its current conpetitive advantage. As
the honme to many high technol ogy conpanies, Washington nust create
i ncreased opportunities for its citizens to obtain the higher education
required by this industry to sustain its conpetitive advantage.
Est abl i shing a strong working rel ati onshi p between the hi gh technol ogy
i ndustry and the higher education community is essential to providing
opportunities for enploynent in high technology-related fields for
Washi ngton citizens.

(2) Beginning in April 2000, the higher education coordinating
board, the state board for community and technical colleges, and a
representative of the technol ogy i ndustry shall convene a work group in
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consultation wth the council of presidents and its nenber
institutions, the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
the Washington federation of career schools and colleges, the
Washi ngton association of independent colleges and wuniversities,
representatives from the high technol ogy industry, and other higher
educati on providers.

(3) The work group shall (a) review industry recommendations
specific to higher education, (b) establish priorities including but
not limted to an inventory of higher education high technology
prograns and offerings, (c) develop strategies to address high
t echnol ogy enpl oynent demand, and (d) develop an inplenentation plan
for action by the institutions of higher education and industry to
enhance opportunities for enploynent in high technol ogy fields.

(4) The conveners shall report to the fiscal and hi gher education
commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2000, on progress nmade by
t he work group.

(5) This section expires Decenber 31, 2001.

~-- END ---
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