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S-4872.1

SENATE BI LL 6855

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau and Costa

Read first tine 02/18/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Rel ating to insurance coverage for the treatnent of social
anxi ety disorder; adding a new section to Title 48 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) Social anxiety disorder is the nbst common anxiety disorder
affecting approximately 7.9 percent of Anericans annually with a
lifetime preval ence of 13.3 percent.

(2) Patients with social anxiety disorder are at a fourfold
increased risk of developing depression, and are three tines nore
likely to develop panic, and two tinmes nore likely to suffer from
al coholism as persons w thout the disorder.

(3) Patients with social anxiety disorder are twice as likely to
attenpt suicide as those persons w thout the disorder.

(4) Social anxiety disorder has been scientifically linked to
reduced quality of life, | ower education attainnment, and inpairnent of
pr of essi onal advancenent and wage earning ability.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to Title 48 RCWto
read as foll ows:

(1) Every health care service plan contract that provides nenta
health benefit coverage and that is issued, anended, delivered, or
renewed on or after January 1, 2001, nust include coverage for
medi cally necessary treatnent of social anxiety disorder.

(2) Aprovision in any plan contract issued, anended, delivered, or
renewed on or after January 1, 2001, that is in conflict with this
section is of no force or effect.

(3) As used in this section, "social anxiety disorder” neans a
condition that neets the criteria for generalized social phobia set
forth in the D agnostic and Statistical Mnual of Mental D sorders,
Fourth Edition, of the American psychiatric association.

~-- END ---
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