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S-5068. 1

SENATE BI LL 6862

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Thi baudeau

Read first tine 03/07/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Rel ating to assistive technol ogy; and addi ng a new chapter
to Title 74 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that providing
meani ngful access to appropriate assistive technology for senior
citizens and children and adults wth disabilities is a matter of
public interest. Access to such technology can play a vital role in
maxi m zi ng individual potential. Investnents in assistive technol ogy
al so are cost-effective because they reduce the risk of secondary
injuries, make it possible for people to live at hone rather than in
| ong-term care, and provide a foundation for success in education and
enpl oynent , thereby reducing the high Ilevels of unenploynent
experienced by people with disabilities. The legislature further finds
that current public and private fundi ng sources are inadequate, or not
suited to neet the assistive technol ogy needs of nmany sectors of the
popul ation, or both, and that it is necessary for the state to
establish a programthat will facilitate the devel opnment of alternative
financing arrangenents to help individuals with disabilities acquire

p. 1 SB 6862



© 00 N O Ol bW

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34

the assistive technology they need for education, enploynent, health
care, independent living, transportation, and recreation.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Assistive technol ogy" neans any item piece of equi pnent, or
device that enables an individual with a disability to inprove his or
her functional capabilities, independence, or quality of life, and any
service that directly assists an individual with a disability in the
sel ection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technol ogy device.

(2) "Fund" neans the Washi ngton assistive technol ogy access fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The Washi ngton assi stive technol ogy access
fund is hereby established. The fund shall consist of such noneys as
may be appropriated by the |l egislature, gifts, bequests, endowrents, or

grants from the United States governnent, its agencies, and
instrunmentalities, receipts by the fund associated with | oans nade by
it, all inconme fromthe investnent of noneys held in the fund, and any

ot her avail abl e source of funds, public or private. Unexpended noneys
contained in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be carried
forward from year to year. Interest and incone earned from the
i nvestnment of such funds shall remain in the fund and be credited to
it.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The fund shall be adm nistered by the state
treasurer. Prograns and activities sponsored through the fund shall be
adm ni st ered by the Washi ngt on assi stive technol ogy alliance within the
division of vocational rehabilitation. The Washi ngton assistive
technology alliance is authorized and directed to solicit matching
federal and private sector dollars, to contract with other public and
private entities, to establish policies and regul ations concerning
program eligibility and procedures, and to undertake all other
activities necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The fund may be used for the follow ng
pur poses:

(a) The creation of a | oan guarantee and interest buy-down program
to assist qualified borrowers in financing purchases of assistive
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technol ogy devices and services through loans from private |ending
institutions; and

(b) Resources permtting, the creation of other alternative
assistive technology financing arrangenents including, wi t hout
[imtation, grant progranms for |owincone individuals and famlies who
do not qualify for loans or other public and private sources of
assistive technol ogy funding and assistive technol ogy equi pnent | oan
prograns to serve individuals who need access to such equi pnent on a
short-term basis, and whose needs cannot be nmet through other neans.

(2) Income fromthe fund also may be used for related support and
adm nistrative activities including, wthout I|imtation, program
devel opnent and adm nistration, assistance to individuals in
identifying and applying for private bank |oans and other public
assi stive technol ogy fundi ng sources such as vocational rehabilitation,
public education, private i nsurance, nedi caid, and nedi care, and public
and private sector fund devel opment activities.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 6. (1) The director of the division of
vocational rehabilitation shall appoint an assistive technol ogy access
fund commttee, to be conposed of at |east seven nenbers as foll ows:

(a) One or nore representatives of the banking i ndustry experi enced
wi th consunmer | ending;

(b) One or nore professionals with assistive technol ogy experti se;

(c) An individual famliar with consuner credit counseling; and

(d) Four public nenbers with a know edge of assistive technol ogy
representing a range of disabilities.

(2) Menbers of the assistive technol ogy access fund conm ttee shal
serve W t hout conpensati on but may be rei nbursed for actual expenses as
provided in RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060. The director of the
Washi ngton assi stive technology alliance, or the director’s designee,
shal |l serve as an ex officio nenber of the assistive technol ogy access
fund comm ttee.

(3) The assistive technol ogy access fund conmttee shall:

(a) Advise the Washington assistive technology alliance on the
devel opment and inplenentation of alternative assistive technol ogy
financi ng prograns under this chapter; and

(b) Make annual reports and recomrendations to the | egislature on
t he operation of prograns established under this chapter.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This chapter nay be known and cited as the
Washi ngt on assi stive technol ogy access act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 74 RCW

~-- END ---
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