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S-5132.1

SENATE BI LL 6863

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Costa, Kohl-Welles and Deccio

Read first tine 03/08/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the omibus credentialing act for counselors,
social workers, nental health counselors, and marriage and famly
t her api sts; anendi ng RCW 18. 19. 010, 18.19.020, 18.19.030, 18.19. 090,
18.19. 040, 18.19.050, 18.19.060, 18.19.070, 18.19.080, 18.19.100,
18.19. 140, 18.19.150, 18.19.160, 18.19.170, 18.19.180, 18.19.190,
18.19. 900, and 18.130.040; adding new sections to chapter 18.19 RCW
creating a new section; and repealing RCW 18.19.110, 18.19.120, and
18. 19. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.19.010 and 1987 ¢ 512 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The qualifications and practices of counselors in this state
are virtually unknown to potential clients. Beyond the regul ated
practices of psychiatry and psychology, there are a considerable
variety of disciplines, theories, and techniques enployed by other
counselors under a nunber of differing titles. The | egislature
recogni zes the right of all counselors to practice their skills freely,
consistent with the requirenents of the public health and safety, as
well as the right of individuals to choose which counselors best suit
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their needs and purposes. This chapter shall not be construed to
require or prohibit that individual or group policies or contracts of
an insurance carrier, health care service contractor, or health
mai nt enance organi zati on provi de benefits or coverage for services and
supplies provided by a person registered or ((eertif+ed)) licensed
under this chapter

(2) There are three existing professional nental health professions
t hat have becone valued disciplines within the |arger scope of nental
health practices over the past twenty-five years. These include soci al
work, mnental health counseling, and marriage and famly therapy.
Though t hese prof essions may use a variety of theoretical orientations,
they have denbnstrated a conprehensive body of know edge that can be
guantified and used as the basis for ethical practice. Wile all
counselors have the right to practice their skills freely, for a
profession to becone licensed, its practitioners nust denpbnstrate
skills that are internally cohesive and successful in practice. Social
work, nmental health counseling, and marriage and famly therapy have
net these criteria.

Sec. 2. RCW18.19.020 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 19 are each anended to read
as follows:

( (Ynless—the—context—eleartyr+requires—otherwse)) The definitions
in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context
clearly requires otherw se.

(1) ((“Certit+ed—rarriage—and—tamly—theraptst—reans—a—person
eertifHed—topractiece—marrage—and—famly—therapy—pursuant—to—RCW
1819130

practiece—rental—health—ecounselHng—pursuant—t+o0ROA-18-19-120--

sectal—work—pursuant—toRCOW18-19-110--)) "Approved clinical supervisor"

neans a licensed i ndependent clinical social worker, |licensed narriage
and famly therapist, or licensed nental health counselor, who has net
the qualifications to be a clinical supervisor.

(2) "Approved social work program neans a school of social work or
a social work educational program that has been accredited by the
council on social work education, as determ ned by the secretary.

(3) "Case managenent” neans the application of social work
know edge including finding appropriate services, providing assistance
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with daily living tasks, assessing needs of clients in terns of service
needs, and providing referrals to needed services.

(4) "dient" nmeans an individual ((whe)), couple, famly, group,
organi zation, or conmunity that receives or participates in counseling
or group counseling.

(5 "dinical supervision™ neans a professional relationship
between a supervisor and a social worker, marriage and famly
therapist, or nental health counselor that provides evaluation and
direction to the supervisee and pronotes continued devel opnent of the
social worker’s know edge skills and abilities in master’s, advanced,
or clinical social work, nmarriage and famly therapy, or nental health
counsel i ng.

(6) "Consultation" nmeans problem solving in a process that offers
social work expertise to an individual, couple, famly, group,
organi zation, or comunity.

(7) "Continuing education" neans education and training that wl|
mai ntain, inprove, or enhance social work know edge and practice.

(8) "Counseling"” neans |licensed counseling as defined in subsection
(13) of this section or enploying any therapeutic techni ques, including
but not limted to social work, nental health counseling, marriage and
famly therapy, and hypnotherapy, for a fee that offer, assist or
attenpt to assist an individual or individuals in the anelioration or
adj ustnmrent of nental, enotional, or behavioral problens, and incl udes
t her apeutic techni ques to achi eve sensitivity and awar eness of self and
ot hers and the devel opnment of human potential. For the purposes of
this chapter, nothing may be construed to inply that the practice of
hypnot herapy is necessarily limted to counseling.

((6))) (9) "Counselor”™ neans an individual, ©practitioner,
t herapi st, or anal yst who engages in the practice of counseling to the
public for a fee, including for the purposes of this chapter,
hypnot her api st s.

((A)) (10) "Departnent" nmeans the departnent of health.

(11) "I ndependent practice" neans the practice of clinical social
work, marriage and fam |y therapy, and nental health counseling outside
an_organized setting, such as a social, governnental, or nedical
agency, in which a clinical social worker, marriage and famly
therapist, and nental health counselor assunes responsibility and
accountability for services provided.
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(12) "Licensed advanced social worker" nmeans a person licensed to
practice advanced social work under this chapter.

(13) "Licensed counseling” nmeans the application of social work,
marriage and famly therapy, or nental health counseling know edge to
aclient with problens inrelationships or with the environnent through
a supportive relationship, providing advice, and techniques that help
a client to cope with current life stresses.

(14) "Licensed independent clinical social worker" nmeans a person
licensed to practice independent clinical social work under this
chapter.

(15) "lLicensed marriage and famly therapist”" neans a person
licensed to practice marriage and famly therapy under this chapter.

(16) "Licensed nental health counselor” neans a person licensed to
practice nental health counseling under this chapter.

(17) "Licensed social worker" nmeans a person licensed to practice
master’s level social work under this chapter

(18) "Mental health advisory conmttee"” neans the advisory
commnittee created under this chapter to advise the secretary on
disciplinary matters, continuing education, scope of practice issues,
and any other matters related to the professions of social work,
marriage and famly therapy, and nental health counseling.

(19) "Mental health counseling” neans the application of principles
of hunman devel opnent, | earning theory, group dynam cs, and eti ol ogy of

nental illness and dysfunctional behavior to individuals, couples,
famlies, groups, and organi zations, for the purpose of treating nental
di sorders and pronoting optimal nental health and functionality. | t
includes, but is not |limted to, the assessnent, diagnosis, and

treatnent of nmental and enotional disorders, as well as the application
of a wellness nodel of nental health.

(20) "Psychot herapy" neans the di agnosis and treatnent of enoti onal
di sorders through the utilization of specialized formal interaction
between a clinical social worker, a marriage and famly therapist, or
a nental health counselor, and a client. It includes a therapeutic
relationship that is established, mintained, and sustained through
attention to conscious and unconscious processes in the treatnent of
psychosocial disorders, enotional disorders, behavioral disorders,
addi ctive disorders, and interpersonal disorders.

((8))) (21) "Secretary" neans the secretary of the departnent or
the secretary’ s desi gnee.
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PART ONE
REQ STRATI ON OF COUNSELORS

Sec. 3. RCW 18. 19. 030 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 20 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

No person nay, for a fee or as a part of his or her position as an
enpl oyee of a state agency, practice counseling wthout being
registered to practice by the departnent under this chapter unless

exenpt under RCW 18.19. 040. ( (No—persoen—may—represent—hinsett—or
herset-—as—a——~certitied——social—worker——certitied—nental—health

Sec. 4. RCW18.19.090 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 24 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The secretary shall issue a registration to any applicant who
submts, on forns provided by the secretary, the applicant’s nane,
address, occupational title, nanme and | ocation of business, and ot her
information as determned by the secretary, including information
necessary to determne whether there are grounds for denial of
registration or issuance of a conditional registration under this
chapter or chapter 18.130 RCW Applicants for registration shall
regi ster as counselors or may regi ster as hypnot herapists if enpl oying

hypnosis as a nodality. Applicants shall, in addition, provide in
their titles a description of their therapeutic orientation
di sci pline, theory, or technique. Each applicant shall pay a fee

determned by the secretary as provided in RCW 43.70.250, which
((shalt)) nust acconpany the application.

PART TWO
LI CENSED SOCI AL WORK

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The legislature finds that the practice of
social work affects the public health, safety, and welfare, and that
only qualified persons should be permtted to engage in the practice.
The | egislature declares that the |icensure of social work practice by
the state is in the public interest.
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NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 6. (1) No person may represent hinmself or
herself as a |licensed social worker, |licensed advanced soci al worker,
or |licensed independent clinical social worker w thout being |icensed
by the departnment under this chapter unless exenpted by this chapter

(2) No public enpl oyee may represent hinself or herself as a soci al
wor ker, advanced social worker, or independent clinical social worker
wi t hout hol ding a baccal aureate, master’s, or doctoral degree from an
educational programin social work approved by the secretary.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 7. The secretary shall issue a license to
practice social work, advanced social work, or independent clinica
social work to an applicant who denonstrates to the secretary’s
satisfaction that the follow ng requirenents have been net:

(1) For alicense to practice social work, the qualifications are:

(a) Graduation froma master’s |evel educational program approved
by the secretary; and

(b) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on.

(2) For a Ilicense to practice advanced social work, the
qualifications are:

(a) Gaduation from a master’s or doctorate educational program
approved by the secretary; and

(b) Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenment consists of a m nimumof three thousand two
hundred hours of experience over a two-year period as a |licensed soci al
wor ker, with supervision by a licensed clinical social worker of at
| east ninety hours. O the total supervision, fifty hours nust be in
i ndi vidual face-to-face supervision by a licensed advanced soci al
wor ker, and forty hours of supervision may be with another qualified
mental health professional. Distance supervision may be obtained for
no nore than forty hours supervi sion.

(3) For alicense to practice i ndependent clinical social work, the
qualifications are:

(a) Graduation from a master’s or doctorate |evel educational
program approved by the secretary;

(b) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nation; and

(c) Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mni mumof four thousand hours
of experience over a three-year period as a |icensed social worker or
licensed advanced social worker wth supervision by a |licensed
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i ndependent clinical social worker, with at |east one hundred thirty
hours in individual supervision. O total supervision, seventy hours
must be face-to-face supervision with a |icensed advanced soci al
wor ker, and sixty hours may be supervised by another qualified nental
heal th professional. D stance supervision may be obtained for no nore
t han si xty hours.

(4) Until twenty-four nonths after the effective date of this act,
the secretary shall waive the examination and issue a license to
practice.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) The practice of licensed social work
i ncl udes the know edge and application of social work theory, nethods,
and ethics, i ncluding enotional assessnent, case nmanagenent,
consul tation, advocacy, counseling, and community organi zation.

(2) The practice of |licensed advanced social work is a specialty
whi ch requires the know edge and application of social work theory,
met hods, and ethics to individuals, couples, famlies, groups,
organi zations, and communities, and includes the ability to assess,
devel op, and inplenent treatnent plans in the areas of counseling for
enotional disorders, famly systens, prevention, and psychosoci al
assessnent. It also includes admnistration, policy devel opnment,
school soci al wor k, medi cal soci al wor K, case nmanagenent,
organi zati onal consultation, teaching, and research. Advanced soci al
wor k i nvol ves the use of independent judgnent, but does not include the
i ndependent practice of psychotherapy. Advanced social work practice
t hat i ncludes psychot herapy nmust be practiced under the supervision of
a licensed i ndependent clinical social worker. O her types of advanced
social work nmay be practiced under the supervision of a I|icensed
advanced social worker. Advanced social work is practiced in agency
and organi zational settings such as hospitals, community nental health
agenci es, schools, and other |ocales.

(3) The practice of |licensed i ndependent clinical social work is a
specialty which requires the know edge and application of social
t heory, nethods, and ethics to individuals, couples, famlies, groups,
organi zations, and comunities, and includes the ability to work
i ndependently with vulnerable clients to diagnose enotional disorders
and treat disorders through psychotherapy, as well as assessnent,
consul tation, supervision, and prevention. It requires clinical skills
to restore, inprove, or enhance enotional, cognitive, or social
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functioning. It is practiced wth diagnostic assessnent and treat nent
tools and the use of theory bases that may be psychodynam c, cognitive
behavioral, famly therapeutic, case managenent, biopsychosocial, and
ot her established theory bases, including the functions of a |licensed
advanced soci al worKker.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. A social worker licensed under this chapter
shall biennially attend at Ileast thirty-six hours of continuing
education in curricula approved by the secretary as a condition of
i cense renewal, of which six hours nust be devoted to professional |aw
and ethics. |In approving the curricula, the secretary shall consider
the educational and training standards of nationally recognized
pr of essi onal organi zations of social work, nmental health counseling,
and marriage and famly counseling and accredited schools offering
graduate degrees in these prograns in the state of Washi ngton.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. In addition to acts of unprofessiona
conduct specified in RCW 18.130.180, a social worker |icensed under
this chapter commtting the followng acts of unethical conduct is
subject to the disciplinary process and sanctions under the uniform
di sciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW

(1) Alicensee shall not engage in sexual relations with a past,
present, or future client who has been, or is, in a counseling or
t herapeutic relationship with the |icensee.

(2) A licensee shall not charge a client in a professional
rel ati onship a fee higher than the usual and customary fees recognized
by the profession, as determ ned by the secretary, or otherw se profit
fromthe professional relationship.

(3) A licensee shall not diagnose or treat a relative or other
person who has a social relationship with the |licensee.

(4) Alicensee shall not have a business rel ationship outside the
counseling or psychotherapeutic relationship with his or her client
during the counseling or psychotherapy and for at | east two years after
the end of the counseling or psychotherapy.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 11. A social worker licensed for independent
clinical social work for a period of at |east two years may supervise
social work practice. A social worker licensed for advanced socia
work for at |east two years may supervise |licensed social work.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. (1) A social worker certified pursuant to
this chapter to practice social work for at | east two years before the
effective date of this act is eligible for a license as an i ndependent
clinical social worker, and upon application the secretary shall issue
the |icense.

(2) An uncertified social worker neeting the requirenments for
i censure as an advanced soci al worker or independent clinical social
wor ker is eligible, upon applicationto the secretary, for alicenseto
practice as an advanced social worker or independent clinical social
wor ker for two years following the effective date of this act.

(3) An uncertified social worker neeting partial requirenents for
licensure under this chapter my have up to two years from the
effective date of this act to conplete the qualifications for
i censure.

(4) An uncertified social worker may have up to three years from
the effective date of this act to neet the qualifications for licensure
under this chapter

NEWSECTION. Sec. 13. The confidentiality standard for supervised
i censed soci al workers, |icensed advanced soci al workers, and |icensed
i ndependent social workers who are working wth clients practicing
counseling or psychotherapy are privil eged. Al other functions of
social work practice have the sane standard of confidentiality.

PART THREE
LI CENSED MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELI NG

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. No person may represent hinself or herself
as a licensed nental health counselor without holding a |license issued
by the departnent under this chapter unless exenpted under this
chapter.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 15. (1) The secretary shall issue a license to
practice nmental health counseling to any applicant who denonstrates to
the secretary’'s satisfaction that the education and experience
requirenents for licensing have been nmet. Applications for |icensing
must be submtted on fornms provided by the secretary. The secretary
may require any information and docunentati on which reasonably rel ates
to the need to determ ne whether the applicant neets the criteria for
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a license provided for in this chapter and chapter 18.130 RCW Each
applicant shall pay a fee determned by the secretary under RCW
43.70.250. The fee nust acconpany the application.

(2) An applicant for a license nust:

(a) Provide official transcripts docunenting the applicant’s
conpletion of a master’s or doctoral degree in nental health counseling
or arelated discipline froma college or university accredited by a
regi onal accrediting agency;

(b) Successfully conplete a witten exam nation on know edge and
application of mental health counseling which has been approved by the
departnent for nental health counsel ors;

(c) Successfully conplete thirty-six nonths or three thousand hours
of postgraduate nental health counseling experience under supervision
of a qualified nental health professional; and

(d) Provide three letters of reference fromhealth or nmental health
practitioners attesting to the applicant’s character and professional
integrity.

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 16. The applicant nust denonstrate to the
satisfaction of the secretary that the three thousand hours of required
experi ence:

(1) Were performed under the general supervision of a qualified
ment al heal th professional who either neets or exceeds the standards of
a licensed nental health counsel or;

(2) Included a mninmm of one hundred hours spent in immediate
supervision with the qualified nmental health professional; and

(3) I'ncluded a m ni mum of one thousand two hundred hours of direct
counseling with individuals, couples, famlies, or groups.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 17. (1) A nental health counselor certified
pursuant to this chapter to practice nental health counseling for at
| east two years before the effective date of this act is eligible for
a license as a nental health counselor, and upon application the
secretary shall issue the |icense.

(2) An uncertified nental heal th counsel or neeting the requirenents
for mental health counselor licensure is eligible, upon applicationto
the secretary, for a license to practice as a nental health counsel or
for two years following the effective date of this act.

SB 6863 p. 10
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(3) An uncertified nental health counselor neeting partial
requi renents for licensure under this chapter may have up to two years
fromthe effective date of this act to conplete the qualifications for
i censure.

(4) An uncertified nmental health counselor may have up to three
years fromthe effective date of this act to neet the qualifications
for licensure under this chapter.

PART FOUR
MARRI AGE AND FAM LY THERAPI STS

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 18. (1) No person may represent hinself or
herself as a licensed marriage and famly therapist, or use any title
or description of services, wi thout applying for |licensure, neeting the
required qualifications, and being |licensed by the departnent under
this chapter, unless otherw se exenpted by this chapter

(2) The practice of marriage and fam |y therapy neans the rendering
of professional marriage and famly therapy services to individuals,
couples, and famlies, singly or in groups, whether such services are
offered directly to the general public or through organi zations, either
public or private, for a fee, nonetary or otherwse. "Marriage and
famly therapy" neans the diagnosis and treatnment of nental and
enotional disorders, whether <cognitive, affective, or behavioral,
wi thin the context of marriage and famly systens. Marriage and famly
t herapy invol ves the professional application of psychot herapeutic and
famly systens theories and techniques in the delivery of services to
i ndi viduals, couples, and famlies for the purpose of treating
di agnosed nervous and nental disorders.

NEW SECTION..  Sec. 19. (1) The secretary shall issue a license to
any applicant who denonstrates to the secretary’s satisfaction that the
foll ow ng requirenents have been net:

(a) Gaduation from a naster’s degree or doctoral degree
educational program in marriage and famly therapy approved by the
secretary, or froma graduate degree educational programin an allied
field equivalent to a master’s degree in marriage and fam |y therapy
approved by the secretary;

(b) Successful conpletion of work experience equal to at | east two
calendar years in marriage and famly therapy wunder qualified

p. 11 SB 6863
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supervision after graduation. "Qualified supervision"™ neans the
supervision of clinical services by an approved supervisor in
accordance with standards approved by the secretary in consultation
with the advisory commttee. Cinical nmenbership in a nationally
recogni zed marri age and famly therapy organization is deened to neet
t he educational and experience qualifications for |icensure provided
under (a) and (b) of this subsection; and

(c) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on.

(2) Applicants are subject to the grounds for denial of a license
or tenporary permt under chapter 18.130 RCW

(3) The secretary shall issue a license to any applicant who is
certified to practice nmarriage and famly therapy by the departnent on
the effective date of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 20. The secretary is authorized to issue a
tenporary permt to an applicant to practice marriage and famly
therapy for up to one year while the application for examnation is
bei ng processed, pending the taking of the exam nation and the recei pt
of the results.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 21. If both parties to a marri age have obt ai ned
marriage and famly therapy by the sane licensed nmarriage and famly
therapist, the therapist may not testify in an alinony or divorce
action concerning informati on acquired in the course of the therapeutic
rel ati onship. The therapist is otherwi se conpetent to testify in
cust ody actions.

PART FI VE
COMVON ADM NI STRATI VE PROVI SI ONS FOR LI CENSED SOCI AL WORK,
MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELI NG, AND MARRI ACE AND FAM LY THERAPY

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 22. The secretary shall establish by rule the
procedural requirenents and fees for license renewal. Failure to renew
invalidates the license and all privileges granted by the license. |If
a license has lapsed for a period longer than three years, the
i ndi vidual nust denonstrate conpetence to the satisfaction of the
secretary by taking continuing education courses or neeting other
standards determ ned by the secretary.

SB 6863 p. 12
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NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 23. (1) A person |licensed under this chapter to
practice social work, nental health counseling, or marriage and famly
therapy nust provide clients at the commencenent of any program of
treatnent with accurate di sclosure information concerning the practice,
in accordance with rul es adopted by the secretary, including the right
of clients to refuse treatnment, the responsibility of clients to choose
the provider and treatnent nodality which best suits their needs, and
the extent of confidentiality provided by this chapter. The disclosure
information nust also include the license holder’s professional
education and training, the therapeutic orientation of the practice,
t he proposed course of treatnent where known, financial requirenents,
and such other information as required by rule. The disclosure nust be
acknowl edged in witing by the client and |Iicense hol der.

(2) The secretary, in consultation with the board, may adopt rul es
i npl enmenting this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 24. (1) The communication of a client in a
treatment relationship with a person licensed under this chapter is
considered confidential health care information and shall not be
di scl osed except as authorized pursuant to chapter 70.02 RCW

(2) Confidential health care information is privileged against
public disclosure to the sane extent and subject to the sane conditions
as conmmuni cations between an attorney and client under RCW5. 60. 060.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 25. An applicant holding a credential in
another state to practice social work, nental health counseling, or
marriage and famly therapy nmay be licensed to practice in this state
w thout exam nation if the secretary determ nes that the other state’s
credentialing standards are substantially equivalent to the |Iicensing
standards in this state.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 26. The uniform disciplinary act, chapter
18. 130 RCW governs the i ssuance and denial of a |license, unauthorized
practice, and the discipline of persons |icensed under this chapter.

Sec. 27. RCW18.19.040 and 1987 c 512 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:
Nothing in this chapter nay be construed to prohibit or restrict:

p. 13 SB 6863
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(1) The practice of a profession by a person who is either
regi stered, certified, licensed, or simlarly regul ated under the | aws
of this state and who is performng services within the person’s
aut hori zed scope of practice, including any attorney admtted to
practice lawin this state when providing counseling incidental to and
in the course of providing | egal counsel;

(2) The practice of counseling by an enpl oyee or trainee of any
federal agency, or the practice of counseling by a student of a coll ege
or university, if the enployee, trainee, or student is practicing
sol el y under the supervision of and accountabl e to the agency, coll ege,
or university, through which he or she perforns such functions as part
of his or her position for no additional fee other than ordinary
conpensati on;

(3) The practice of counseling by a person without a mandatory
char ge;

(4) The practice of counseling by persons offering services for
public and private nonprofit organizations or charities not primrily
engaged in counseling for a fee when approved by the organizations or
agencies for whomthey render their services;

(5) Eval uation, consultation, planning, policy-nmaking, research, or
related services conducted by social scientists for private
corporations or public agencies;

(6) The practice of counseling by a person under the auspices of a
religious denom nation, church, or organization, or the practice of
religion itself;

(7) Counselors whose residency is not Wshington state from
providing up to ten days per quarter of training or workshops in the
state, as long as they don’t hold thenselves out to be registered or
((eertifi+ed)) licensed in WAashington state.

Sec. 28. RCW18.19.050 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 21 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In addition to any other authority provided by law, the
secretary has the follow ng authority:

(a) To adopt rules, in accordance with chapter 34. 05 RCW necessary
to inplenment this chapter;

(b) To set all ((eert+f+eation)) license, registration, and renewal
fees in accordance with RCW 43.70.250 and to collect and deposit al
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such fees in the health professions account established under RCW
43. 70. 320;

(c) To establish fornms and procedures necessary to adm nister this
chapter;

(d) To hire clerical, admnistrative, and investigative staff as
needed to i nplement this chapter

(e) To issue a registration to any applicant who has net the
requi renents for registration;

(f) To set educational, ethical, and professional standards of
practice for ((eert+f+eation)) Licensure;

(g0 To prepare and admnister or cause to be prepared and
adm nistered an examnation for all qualified applicants for
((eertifi+eation)) licensure;

(h) To establish <criteria for evaluating the ability and
qualifications of persons applying for a ((eert+f+eate)) L|icense,
including standards for passing the exam nation and standards of
qualification for ((eertif+eation)) licensure to practice;

(1) To evaluate and designate those schools from which graduation
w Il be accepted as proof of an applicant’s eligibility to receive a
((eertif+eate)) license and to establish standards and procedures for
accepting alternative training in lieu of such graduation;

(j) To issue a ((eertif+eate)) license to any applicant who has net
t he educati on, training, and conduct requirenents for ((eertifeation))
| icensure;

(k) To set conpet ence requirenments for mai nt ai ni ng
((eertif+eation)) licensure; and

(') To develop a dictionary of recognized professions and
occupations providing counseling services to the public included under
this chapter.

(2) The uniformdisciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW governs the
i ssuance and deni al of ((eert+fieatt+ons)) licenses and registrations
and the discipline of ((eert+fHied—practitioners)) |icensees and
registrants under this chapter. The secretary shall be the
di sciplining authority under this chapter. The absence of educati onal
or training requirenents for counselors registered under this chapter
or the counselor’s wuse of nontraditional nonabusive therapeutic
techni ques shall not, in and of itself, give the secretary authority to
unilaterally determ ne the training and conpetence or to define or
restrict the scope of practice of such individuals.
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(3) The departnent shall publish and dissem nate information in
order to educate the public about the responsibilities of counselors
and the rights and responsibilities of clients established under this

chapter. ( ( Selely—For—the—purposes—of—admnistertng—thts—eduecation
. vy hall it L : I

| . i o T hori |
' ; -))

Sec. 29. RCW18. 19. 060 and 1987 c¢ 512 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

Persons registered or ((eertif+ed)) licensed under this chapter
shall provide clients at the commencenent of any program of treatnent
with accurate disclosure information concerning their practice, in
accordance with guidelines developed by the departnment, that wll
informclients of the purposes of and resources avail able under this
chapter, including the right of clients to refuse treatnent, the
responsibility of clients for choosing the provider and treatnent
modal ity which best suits their needs, and the extent of
confidentiality provided by this chapter. The disclosure information
provi ded by the counselor, the receipt of which shall be acknow edged
in witing by the counselor and client, shall include any relevant
education and training, the therapeutic orientation of the practice,
the proposed <course of treatnment where known, any financia
requi renents, and such other information as the departnment may require
by rule. The disclosure information shall also include a statenent
that registration of an individual under this chapter does not include
a recognition of any practice standards, nor necessarily inply the
ef fectiveness of any treatnent.

Sec. 30. RCW18.19.070 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The Washington state nental health quality assurance council is
created, consisting of seven nmenbers appointed by the secretary. Al
appoi ntnents shall be for a termof four years. No person nmay serve as
a menber of the council for nore than two consecutive full terns.
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Voting nenbers of the council must include one social worker
((eertiti+ed)) lLicensed under ((REW18-19-110)) this chapter, one nental
health counsel or ((eertif+ed)) licensed under ((REW-18-319-1320)) this
chapter, one marri age and fam |y t herapi st ((eertified)) Licensed under
((REW-18-19-130)) this chapter, one counselor registered under RCW
18.19. 090, one hypnot herapi st regi stered under RCW 18.19. 090, and two
public menbers. Each nenber of the council nmust be a citizen of the
United States and a resident of this state. Public menbers of the
council may not be a nenber of any other health care |icensing board or
comm ssion, or have a fiduciary obligation to a facility rendering
health services regulated by the council, or have a material or
financial interest in the rendering of health services regul ated by the
counci | .

The secretary may appoint the initial nenbers of the council to
staggered terns of fromone to four years. Thereafter, all nenbers
shal |l be appointed to full four-year terns. Menmbers of the counci
hold office until their successors are appointed.

The secretary may renove any nenber of the council for cause as
specified by rule. In the case of a vacancy, the secretary shall
appoi nt a person to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term

(2) The council shall neet at the tinmes and places designated by
the secretary and shall hold neetings during the year as necessary to
provi de advice to the secretary.

Each nenber of the council shall be reinbursed for travel expenses
as authorized in RCW43. 03. 050 and 43.03.060. In addition, nenbers of
the council shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW43. 03. 240 when
engaged in the authorized business of the council. The nenbers of the
council are inmmune fromsuit in an action, civil or crimnal, based on
their official acts perfornmed in good faith as nenbers of the council.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 31. (1) The secretary shall appoint an advi sory
committee on licensed social work, nental health counseling, and
marriage and famly therapy to further the purposes of this chapter.
The commttee may provide recommendations to the secretary on the
i npl enentation of the Iicensing provisions of this chapter, including
t he devel opnent of credentialing standards for |icensed social work,
nment al heal th counseling, and marriage and fam |y t herapy, standards of
practice, ethics, clinical issues related to disciplinary proceedi ngs,
adm ni strative processes, and other matters within the secretary’s
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authority under this chapter. The secretary shall consult with the
committee on all policy or substantive matters pertaining to the
i npl enentation of this chapter, and the secretary shall consider the
recommendati ons of the commttee with due regard to the health, safety,
and wel fare of clients served by persons |icensed under this chapter.

(2) The conmmttee shall be conposed of nine nmenbers, of which two
menbers shall be nental health counselors, two nenbers shall be
marriage and famly therapists, one nenber shall be an independent
clinical social worker, one nenber shall be an advanced soci al worKker,
and three shall represent the public. Three nenbers shall be appoi nted
for a term of one year, three nenbers appointed for a term of two
years, and three nenbers appointed for a term of three years.
Subsequent nenbers shall be appointed for terns of three years. No
person may serve as a nenber for nore than two consecutive terns. Each
menber must have been, for five years imediately preceding
appoi ntnent, actively engaged in practice or in the education or
training of |license holders and have spent the majority of the tine
devoted to such activity inthis state during the two years i medi ately
precedi ng appoi ntnment. Menbers of the commttee nust be residents of
the state. Three nmenbers nust hold a |icense to practice social work,
ment al heal th counseling, and marriage and fam |y therapy respectively.
Two nenbers nmust represent the public at large and be unaffiliated
directly or indirectly with the professions licensed under this
chapter. No person who holds an office in a nental health counseling,
soci al work, or marriage and fam |y therapy professional association or
who is a public enployee may be a nenber of the advisory conmttee.

(3) The secretary may renove any nenber of the commttee for cause
as specified by rule. In the case of a vacancy, the secretary shal
appoint a qualified person to serve the remainder of the unexpired
term

(4) The commttee shall neet at the times and pl aces desi gnated by
the secretary and shall hold neetings as necessary to advise the
secretary on the inplenentation of this chapter. The commttee shal

elect fromits nenbers a chair and vice-chair. A mgjority of the
menbers currently serving constitute a quorum
(5 Each nenber shall be reinbursed for travel expenses as

aut hori zed i n RCW43. 03. 250 and 43.03.060. In addition, nenbers of the
commttee shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW 43. 03. 240 when
engaged in the authorized business of the commttee.
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(6) The secretary, nenbers of the commttee, and persons acting on
their behalf are immune from suit in any action, civil or crimnal
based on any official acts perfornmed in the course of their duties.

Sec. 32. RCW18.19.080 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary shall keep an official record of all proceedings, a
part of which record shall consist of a register of all applicants for
registration or ((eertifi+eat+on)) licensure under this chapter, with
the result of each application.

Sec. 33. RCW18. 19.100 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary shall establish admnistrative procedures,
adm ni strative requirenents, and fees for renewal of registrations and

| icenses as provided in RCWA43.70.250 and 43. 70. 280.

Sec. 34. RCW18.19.140 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 29 are each anended to read
as follows:

Applications for ((eertifieatien)) lLicensure shall be submtted on
forms provided by the secretary. The secretary may require any
i nformati on and docunentati on which reasonably relates to the need to
det erm ne whet her t he appl i cant nmeet s t he criteria for
((eertif+eation)) licensure provided for in this chapter and chapter
18. 130 RCW Each applicant shall pay a fee determ ned by the secretary
as provided in RCW 43.70.250, which shall acconpany the application.
The departnent shall not know ngly permt access to or use of its
mailing list of ((eertifieate)) license holders for comercial
pur poses.

Sec. 35. RCW18.19.150 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 30 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The date and |l ocation of the exam nations required under this
chapter shall be established by the secretary. Appl i cants who have
been found by the secretary to neet the other requirenents for
((eertifi+eation)) licensure will be schedul ed for the next exam nation
followwng the filing of the application. However, the applicant wll
not be scheduled for any exam nation taking place sooner than sixty
days after the application is filed.
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(2) The secretary shall exam ne each applicant, by neans determ ned
nost effective, on subjects appropriate to the scope of practice. The
exam nations shall belimted to the purpose of determ ni ng whet her the
applicant possesses the mninmum skill and know edge necessary to
practice conpetently.

(3) The exam nation papers, all grading thereon, and t he gradi ng of
any practical work shall be preserved for a period of not | ess than one
year after the secretary has published the results. All exam nations
shall be conducted by the secretary by neans of fair and wholly
i npartial nmethods.

(4) Any applicant who fails to make the required grade in the first
exam nation is entitled to take up to three subsequent exam nations as
the applicant desires upon the prepaynent of a fee determ ned by the
secretary as provided i n RCW43. 70. 250 for each subsequent exam nati on.
Upon failure of four exam nations, the secretary may invalidate the
original application and require renedi al education prior to admttance
to future exam nations.

(5 The secretary my approve an examnation prepared or
adm ni stered, or both, by a private testing agency or association of
licensing agencies for use by an applicant in neeting the |icensing
requi renent.

Sec. 36. RCW18.19.160 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 31 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon receiving a witten application, evidence of qualification
and the required fee, the departnent shall issue a certificate for
((eertifi+eation)) licensure without exam nation to an applicant who is
currently credential ed under the | aws of another jurisdiction, if the
requi renents of the other jurisdiction are substantially equal to the
requi renents of this chapter.

(2) A person ((eertified)) licensed under this chapter who is or
desires to be tenporarily retired frompractice in this state shal
send witten notice to the secretary. Upon receipt of the notice, the
person shall be placed upon the nonpracticing list. While onthe |ist,
the person is not required to pay the renewal fees and shall not engage
in any such practice. In order to resune practice, application for
renewal shall be made in the ordinary course with the renewal fee for
the current period. Persons in a nonpracticing status for a period
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exceeding five years shall provide evidence of current know edge or
skill, by exam nation, as the secretary nmay require.

Sec. 37. RCW18.19.170 and 1998 ¢ 32 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

A ((eertit+eate)) license issued under this chapter shall be
renewed as provided in RCW 43.70.250 and 43.70. 280. The secretary
shal | establish continuing ((ecenpetence)) education requirenents by
rule in consultation wth the ((freptal—health—qualty—assuranece
eounett)) advisory commttee. ((Certif+ed)) Licensed counselors are
responsible for obtaining thirty-six clock hours of continuing
education during the two-year reporting period i mediately precedi ng
r enewal of ((eertif+eation)) L|icensure, including subjects in
prof essional ethics and | aw.

Sec. 38. RCW18.19.180 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 33 are each anended to read
as follows:

An individual registered or ((eertified)) licensed under this
chapter shall not disclose the witten acknow edgnent of the disclosure
statenent pursuant to RCW 18. 19. 060 nor any information acquired from
persons consulting the individual in a professional capacity when that
information was necessary to enable the individual to render
pr of essi onal services to those persons except:

(1) Wth the witten consent of that person or, in the case of
death or disability, the person’s personal representative, other person
authorized to sue, or the beneficiary of an insurance policy on the
person’s |life, health, or physical condition;

(2) That a person registered or ((eertif+ed)) licensed under this
chapter is not required to treat as confidential a comrunication that
reveal s the contenplation or conm ssion of a crinme or harnful act;

(3) If the personis a mnor, and the information acquired by the
person registered or ((eertif+ed)) licensed under this chapter
indicates that the mnor was the victim or subject of a crine, the
person registered or ((eerti+f+ed)) licensed under this chapter may
testify fully upon any exam nation, trial, or other proceeding in which
the comm ssion of the crime is the subject of the inquiry;

(4) If the person waives the privilege by bringing charges agai nst
the person registered or ((eertif+ed)) licensed under this chapter;
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(5) In response to a subpoena from ((a—eeurt—of—aw—or)) the
secretary. The secretary my subpoena only records related to a
conplaint or report under chapter 18.130 RCW or

(6) As required under chapter 26.44 RCW

Sec. 39. RCW 18.19.190 and 1987 c 512 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

This chapter shall not be construed as permtting the
adm ni stration or prescription of drugs or in any way infringing upon
the practice of nmedicine and surgery as defined in chapter 18.71 RCW
or in any way infringing upon the practice of psychol ogy as defined in
chapter 18.83 RCW or restricting the scope of the practice of
counseling for those registered or ((eertified)) licensed under this
chapter.

Sec. 40. RCW 18.19. 900 and 1987 c 512 s 20 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

This chapter shall be known as the ommi bus credentialing act for
counsel ors, social workers, nental health counselors, and narri age and
famly therapists.

Sec. 41. RCW 18.130.040 and 1999 c 335 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter applies only to the secretary and the boards and
conmmi ssions having jurisdictioninrelationto the professions |icensed
under the chapters specified in this section. This chapter does not
apply to any business or profession not |icensed under the chapters
specified in this section.

(2)(a) The secretary has authority under this chapter in relation
to the follow ng professions:

(1) Dispensing opticians |icensed under chapter 18.34 RCW

(11) Naturopaths licensed under chapter 18.36A RCW

(ti1t) Mdw ves licensed under chapter 18.50 RCW

(tv) Cecularists |licensed under chapter 18.55 RCW

(v) Massage operators and busi nesses |icensed under chapter 18.108
RCW

(vi) Dental hygienists |licensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(vii) Acupuncturists licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW
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(viii) Radiologic technologists certified and X-ray technicians
regi stered under chapter 18.84 RCW

(i1 x) Respiratory care practitioners licensed under chapter 18.89
RCW

(x) Persons registered or ((eertifi+ed)) licensed under chapter
18. 19 RCW

(xi) Persons registered as nursing pool operators under chapter
18. 52C RCW

(xi1) Nursing assistants registered or certified under chapter
18. 88A RCW

(xi1i) Health care assistants certified under chapter 18.135 RCW

(xiv) Detitians and nutritionists certified under chapter 18.138
RCW

(xv) Chem cal dependency professionals certified under chapter
18. 205 RCW

(xvi) Sex offender treatnent providers certified under chapter
18. 155 RCW

(xvii) Persons licensed and certified under chapter 18.73 RCW or
RCW 18. 71. 205;

(xviii) Persons registered as adult famly home providers and
resi dent managers under RCW 18. 48. 020;

(xi x) Denturists licensed under chapter 18.30 RCW

(xx) Orthotists and prosthetists |icensed under chapter 18. 200 RCW
and

(xxi) Surgical technologists registered under chapter 18.215 RCW

(b) The boards and comm ssions having authority under this chapter
are as foll ows:

(1) The podiatric medical board as established in chapter 18.22
RCW

(1i) The chiropractic quality assurance conm ssion as established
in chapter 18.25 RCW

(ti1) The dental quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.32 RCW

(tv) The board of hearing and speech as established in chapter
18. 35 RCW

(v) The board of examners for nursing hone admnistrators as
established in chapter 18.52 RCW

(vi) The optonetry board as established in chapter 18.54 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapter 18.53 RCW
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(vii) The board of osteopathic nmedicine and surgery as established
in chapter 18.57 RCWgoverning |licenses i ssued under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW

(viii) The board of pharmacy as established in chapter 18.64 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW

(ix) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.71 RCW governing licenses and registrations issued under
chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW

(x) The board of physical therapy as established in chapter 18.74
RCW

(xi) The board of occupational therapy practice as established in
chapter 18.59 RCW

(xi1) The nursing care quality assurance conmm ssion as established
in chapter 18.79 RCWgoverning |icenses issued under that chapter;

(xiii) The exam ning board of psychology and its disciplinary
commttee as established in chapter 18.83 RCW and

(xiv) The veterinary board of governors as established in chapter
18.92 RCW

(3) In additionto the authority to discipline |license holders, the
disciplining authority has the authority to grant or deny |icenses
based on the conditions and criteria established in this chapter and
the chapters specified in subsection (2) of this section. This chapter
al so governs any investigation, hearing, or proceeding relating to
denial of licensure or issuance of a license conditioned on the
applicant’s conpliance with an order entered pursuant to RCW18. 130. 160
by the disciplining authority.

(4) Al disciplining authorities shall adopt procedures to ensure
substantially consistent application of this chapter, the Uniform
Disciplinary Act, anong the disciplining authorities listed in
subsection (2) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 42. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW18.19.110 (Certification of social workers) and 1991 ¢ 3 s
26 & 1987 c¢ 512 s 12,

(2) RCW 18.19.120 (Certification of nental health counsel ors--
Practi ce defined--Continuing education) and 1995 ¢ 183 s 1, 1991 ¢ 3 s
27, & 1987 c 512 s 13; and
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(3) RCW 18.19.130 (Certification of marriage and famly
t her api sts--Practice defined) and 1993 ¢ 259 s 1, 1991 ¢ 3 s 28, & 1987
c 512 s 14.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 43. Sections 5 through 26 and 31 of this act
are each added to chapter 18.19 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 44. Part headings used in this act are not part
of the | aw.

~-- END ---
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