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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 8406

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Snyder, MCaslin, Franklin and Goi ngs
Read first time 02/04/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Judiciary.

VWHEREAS, Since 1993 Judge Grant Anderson has sat as a judge for the
Superior Court of the State of Washington, Pierce County; and

WHEREAS, In 1993, prior to taking his judicial position, then-
attorney Anderson practiced in estate |aw, and maintained as a client
the estate of Chuck Hoffman, the assets of which estate included a
Tacoma bow ing alley and other substantial properties; and

WHEREAS, M. Hoffman |l eft the bulk of his estate to the Ocean Beach
Hospital District which serves and is supported by the residents and
t axpayers of Pacific County; and

WHEREAS, There have been allegations that then-attorney Anderson
approved the sale of the bowing alley to his friend, WIlIliamHam I ton,
for approxi mately $500, 000 under assessed val ue; and at around the tinme
of sale, that he accepted fromM. Ham |ton paynents for a new Cadil |l ac
total i ng approxi mately $31, 000; and

VWHEREAS, Judge Anderson and others recently settled a cl ai magai nst
them by the Ocean Beach Hospital District for $500,000 for breach of
fiduciary duty to the beneficiaries of the Hoffman estate; and

VWHEREAS, The Commi ssi on on Judi ci al Conduct recently recommended to
t he Suprene Court that Judge Anderson be suspended for four nonths for
failing to report the Cadillac paynents; and
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VWHEREAS, The Legislature maintains the authority to renove a judge
fromoffice under Article IV, Section 9 of the State Constitution; the
Legi slature takes this prerogative with sol emm seriousness; and

WHEREAS, Al though the Conmmission on Judicial Conduct’ s
recommendation is now pending before the Supreme Court; and the
Legi slature would nornally defer to the judicial branch in matters of
judicial discipline, the Legislature finds that an alleged breach of
public trust involving thousands of taxpayers warrants Legislative
concer n;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED, By the Senate of the State of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That the
Legi slature conmt to the respective Senate and House Committees on
Judiciary the i ssue of whether pursuant to Article IV, Section 9 of the
State Constitution, Judge G ant Anderson should be renoved from his
Superior Court position for his alleged dealings in the matter of the
Hof f man estate or his dealings in other matters as deened rel evant by
the respective commttees; and

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the respective House and Senate
Comm ttees on Judiciary shall report to the Legislature by March 31,
1999, to recommend whet her the Legi sl ature should conmmence proceedi ngs
under Article IV, Section 9 to renove Judge Anderson, and, if so
recommended, to set forth charges that may be i ncorporated into a joint
resol ution.

~-- END ---
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