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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON 8422

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators T. Shel don, Swecker, Fraser, ke, Kohl-Welles, B. Shel don,
Snyder, Spanel, Heavey, Thi baudeau, Rossi, Prentice, Hale, Fairley,
Morton, MAuliffe, Gardner, Rasnussen, Jacobsen, Haugen, Eide, Kline
and Patterson

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the WAashi ngton state | egislature recognize
there are twenty-eight federally recognized Indian tribes |ocated
wi t hin the boundaries of WAshi ngton state with a conbi ned popul ati on of
approxi mately ni nety-one thousand nmenbers occupying over three and a
quarter mllion acres of |and; and

WHEREAS, Those twenty-eight tribes are operating governments with
responsibilities to their citizens and their lands |like those of the
state to its territory and citizens; and

WHEREAS, The rel ati onship on an intergovernnental basis between the
Washi ngton state legislature and these Indian tribes has seen only a
very limted | evel of devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Because of these limtations, there is a need to inform
and educate nenbers of the legislature and their staff on the status
and operations of tribal governnents and to educate and informtri bal
el ected officials and their staff on the operations of the | egislature;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That a joint
select conmttee on legislative/tribal relations be established to
review, study, and recomrend howthe | egi sl ature and tri bes may devel op
nore effective relationships and arrange for intergovernnental
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mechani snms in order to be able to work together on common i nterests and
probl ens; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the efforts of the commttee shal
i nclude a study of how other state | egislatures and tribal governnments
handl e their intergovernnmental relationships and recommend net hods of
addressing issues that are significant in the area of state/triba
relations and that the conmttee may hold hearings and seek out the
expertise of state and tribal agencies to understand and nake
recommendati ons on issues the commttee nmay agree to address; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the comm ttee shall consist of twelve
menbers, to be conprised of eight state legislators and four triba
el ected officials. Four nmenbers shall be from the Senate, two from
each caucus, to be appointed by the President of the Senate; four
menbers fromthe House of Representatives, two fromeach caucus, to be
appoi nted by the Co-Speakers of the House of Representatives; and four
el ected officials from anong the twenty-eight federally recognized
tri bes, who shall be representative of the denographi c, geographic, and
cultural differences anong the tribes, as well as other relevant
variables, to be appointed by the Chair of the Association of
Washi ngton Tri bes. An ad hoc nenber may be desi gnated by the Gover nor
to be a representative of the Governor and the executive branch; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the commttee shall be co-chaired by
a legislative nmenber and a tribal nenber. The nenbers of the
| egi slature appointed to the conmttee shall select their co-chair and
the tribal nmenbers of the commttee shall select their co-chair, the
expenses of the conmttee shall be paid by the |egislature under
chapter 44.04 RCW staff support for the commttee shall be provided by
the senate conmttee services and house of representatives office of
program research and the Northwest |ndian applied research institute
| ocated at The Evergreen State Col |l ege, and the conm ttee nay al so cal
upon any of the state agencies and tribal governments to assist in
research and provide information.

~-- END ---
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