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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 8424

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Swecker, Ei de, Honeyford, Morton, MAuliffe, Hale, Wnsley,
Rasnussen and ke

Read first tinme 01/ 14/2000. Referred to Commttee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

VWHEREAS, Federal statutes and regul ations conpel action by state
and | ocal governnents and these federal nmandates are rarely supported
wi th funding adequate to i nplenment the required actions; and

VWHEREAS, A prelimnary analysis of state water quality prograns
reveals that the six mllion six hundred thousand dollars in federa
fundi ng per bienniumrepresents | ess than ni ne percent of total program
expendi tures; and

VWHEREAS, Total unnmet water quality program needs are estinated to
exceed one billion dollars each biennium and

VWHEREAS, Federal nmandat es under authority of the Endangered Speci es
Act, the Cean Ar Act, the Conprehensive Environnmental Response,
Conpensation and Liability Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, the
Safe Drinking Water Act, and other environnental statutes nay inpose
unfunded burdens on state and | ocal governnents of a simlar magnitude
to water quality prograns;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That the joint
sel ect comm ttee on unfunded federal mandates rel ating to environnent al
protection be established and that the commttee review existing
federal legal and regulatory authorities, estimate current unfunded
mandat es, project future trends in federal funding to nmeet prograns
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required by the federal mandates, and identify options available to the
state to conply with legal requirenents and stimulate full federal
partnership in funding required prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee on unfunded
federal mandates relating to environnental protection consist of eight
menbers, four nmenbers each sel ected by the President of the Senate and
t he Co- Speakers of the House of Representatives, and that staff support
be provided by Senate Committee Services and the Ofice of Program
Research; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee on unfunded
federal mandates relating to environnental protection report its
findings to the |l egislature by January 15, 2001.

~-- END ---
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