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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON 8425

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Higher Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Kohl-Welles and Sheahan; by request of H gher Education
Coor di nati ng Board)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2000.

VWHEREAS, Chapter 370, Laws of 1985, created the Washi ngton Hi gher
Educati on Coordinating Board to plan, coordinate, and provide policy
analysis for higher education and to represent the broad public
i nterest above the interests of individual colleges and universities;
and

WHEREAS, Section 4, chapter 370, Laws of 1985, requires the board
to prepare and update a master plan for higher education and requires
the Legislature, by concurrent resolution, to "approve or recomend
changes" to the naster plan and its subsequent updates; and

VWHEREAS, The provisions of the master plan that are approved by the
Legi sl ature becone state higher education policy unless legislationis
subsequently enacted to revise those policies; and

WHEREAS, The Washington Hi gher Education Coordinating Board
submtted the initial master plan to the Legislature in Decenber 1987,
and submtted updates to the plan in Decenber 1992, January 1996, and
January 2000; and

VWHEREAS, During the process used to devel op the 2000 naster plan,
the board consulted with students and famlies, educators, business,
| abor, and civic organizations representing a cross-section of
Washi ngton citizens; and
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VWHEREAS, The board | earned that the need and expectation for higher
educati on anong Washington citizens will continue to grow through the
next decade, because of popul ation increases as well as the demands of
the state’s increasingly technol ogy-based econony; and

VWHEREAS, The board identified the challenge of neeting future
demand for coll ege education should a greater proportion of Washi ngton
citizens seek upper division and graduate | evel study by the year 2010;
and

WHEREAS, The board has spelled out its commtnent to continuing to
expand enrol | mnent opportunities for Washi ngt on students, to keep public
hi gher education affordable for students and famlies, and to provide
financial assistance to those who cannot otherwise afford to go to
col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, The board identified five specific goals for the state to
address hi gher education needs in the next ten years:

(1) Making student |earning the yardstick by which institutional
accountability, effectiveness, and efficiency is neasured,

(2) Linking students’ participation in higher education to their
achi evenent in the K-12 grades;

(3) Providing the information citizens need to nake t he best use of
the | earning pathways available to them

(4) Enhanci ng hi gher education opportunity through greater use of
e-learning technol ogies and by increasingly efficient use of public
facilities; and

(5 Helping colleges and universities neet student needs and
conpete in an increasingly conpetitive and conplex education
mar ket pl ace; and

WHEREAS, The board chall enged itself, students, and famlies, the
public and private institutions, the private sector, and the state to
each accept its individual responsibilities and to collaborate in the
devel opnent of solutions; and

VWHEREAS, The board described an inplenentation plan to guide the
state’s response to the needs of higher education and to estinate the
costs of the strategies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED, By the Senate of the State of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That the
Washi ngton Hi gher Education Coordinating Board be commended for its
dedi cation and commtnent to the State of Washington in producing the
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2000 update of the master plan for higher education titled "The 21st
Century Learner"; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature thank the board for
descri bing many of the challenges facing the state in its attenpts to
provi de the postsecondary education and training our citizens need to
fulfill their personal goals and participate fully in the world of the
twenty-first century; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature reaffirm its
comm tnent to create postsecondary opportunities in response to actual
demand fromcitizens for access to high-quality education and training
prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the board reexam ne its assunptions
with regard to projected upper division and graduate enrol |l nents, and
that the plan reexamne the role of the community and technical
col l eges in nmeeting the postsecondary needs of a significant portion of
Washi ngton’ s popul ati on; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the board reexam ne its assunptions
wth regard to the capital needs of the comunity and technical
col |l eges and the four-year institutions of higher education, including
their branch canpuses; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legi sl ature approve the foll ow ng
recomendati ons of the 2000 update of the nmaster plan:

(1) That solutions to the challenge may be found in strategies that
(a) make student learning the yardstick by which institutional
accountability, effectiveness, and efficiency is neasured; and (b) |ink
students’ participation in higher education to their achievenent in the
K- 12 grades;

(2) Provide the information citizens need to make the best use of
t he | earni ng pat hways avail able to them and support outreach efforts
designed to ensure that the higher education system reflects the
diversity of the state’s popul ation;

(3) Expand the use of e-learning technol ogies and use public
facilities to the fullest extent possible; and

(4) Help colleges and universities neet student needs and conpete
in an increasingly conpetitive and conpl ex educati on market pl ace; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the board examine alternatives to
address the operating and capital budget needs that are identified in
t he 2000 update of the master plan; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the board proceed wth the

i npl enentation of the 2000 update of the master

pl an as described in

"The 21st Century Learner"” and report to the 2001 Legislature on

progress toward inplenenting its strategies.

~-- END ---
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