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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1951

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Lantz, DeBolt, M| oscia, MDonal d, Stensen and Sant o0s)

Read first tine 02/ 26/1999.

AN ACT Rel ati ng t o abandoned ceneteries; anendi ng RCW68. 24. 090 and
68. 60. 020; and addi ng a new section to chapter 65.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 65.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any person who has know edge of the existence of any cenetery,
abandoned cenetery, historical cenetery, or historic grave that has not
been dedi cat ed pursuant to RCW68. 24. 010 t hrough 68. 24. 040 may file for
recording, in the county in which the cenetery or grave is |located, a
noti ce of abandoned cenetery docunent providi ng notice of the existence
of the cenetery or grave. Such docunent shall contain the |ega
description of the property, the approximate |ocation of the cenetery
or grave within the property, the nane of the owner or reputed owner of
the property, and the assessor’s tax parcel or account nunber. The
auditor or recording officer shall index the docunent to the names of
the property owner and the person executing the docunent.

Sec. 2. RCW®68. 24. 090 and 1987 ¢ 331 s 34 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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Property dedicated to cenetery purposes shall be held and used
exclusively for cenetery purposes, unless and until the dedication is
removed from all or any part of it by an order and decree of the
superior court of the county in which the property is situated, in a
proceedi ng brought by the cenetery authority for that purpose and upon
notice of hearing and proof satisfactory to the court:

(1) That no internments were nade in or that all internents have
been renoved fromthat portion of the property fromwhich dedicationis
sought to be renoved.

(2) That the portion of the property from which dedication is
sought to be renoved is not being used for internment of human renains.

(3) That notice of the proposed renoval of dedication has been
given in witing to both the cenetery board ((+A—witing)) and the
of fice of archaeology and historic preservation. This notice nust be

given at least sixty days before filing the proceedi ngs in superior

court. The notice of the proposed renpval of dedication shall be

recorded with the auditor or recording officer of the county where the

cenetery is |located at |east sixty days before filing the proceedi ngs

in superior court.

Sec. 3. RCW68.60.020 and 1990 ¢ 92 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Any cenetery, abandoned cenetery, historical cenetery, or historic
grave that has not been dedicated pursuant to RCW 68.24.030 and
68. 24. 040 shal |l be considered permanently dedi cated and subject to RCW
68. 24. 070. Renmoval of dedication nay only be made pursuant to RCW
68. 24. 090 and 68. 24. 100.

Passed the House April 19, 1999.

Passed the Senate April 6, 1999.

Approved by the Governor May 17, 1999.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 17, 1999.
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