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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5536

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on WAays & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Spanel and Gardner)

Read first tinme 03/08/1999.

AN ACT Relating to state forest | ands and nuni ci pal drinking water
protection; and anmendi ng RCW 79. 01. 128.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW79.01.128 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 234 s 11 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) I'n the managenent of public lands lying within the limts of
any wat ershed over and through which is derived the water supply of any
city or town, the departnment may alter its | and nanagenent practices to
provide water wth qualities exceeding standards established for
intrastate and interstate waters by the departnment of ecol ogy:
PROVI DED, That if such alterations of managenment by the departnent
reduce revenues from increase costs of managenent of, or reduce the
mar ket value of public lands the city or town requesting such
alterations shall fully conpensate the departnent.

(2) The departnent shall initiate a pilot project for the nmunici pal
wat ershed delineated by the Lake Watcom hydrographi c boundaries to
determ ne what factors need to be considered to achieve water quality
standards beyond those required under chapter 90.48 RCW and what
addi ti onal managenent actions can be taken on state trust |ands that
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can contribute to such higher water quality standards. The depart nent
shall establish an advisory commttee consisting of a representative
each of the city of Bellingham Watcom county, the Watcom county
water district 10, the departnent of ecology, the departnent of fish
and wildlife, and the departnent of health, and three general citizen
nmenbers to assist in this pilot project. 1In the event of differences
of opinion anong the nenbers of the advisory conmttee, the conmttee
shall attenpt to resolve these differences through various neans,
including the retention of facilitation or nediation services.

(3) The pilot project in subsection (2) of this section shall be
conpleted by June 30, 2000. The departnent shall defer all tinber
sales in the Lake Whatcom hydrographic boundaries until the pilot
project is conplete.

(4) Upon conpletion of the study, the departnent shall provide a
report to the natural resources conmmittee of the house of
representatives and to the natural resources, parks, and recreation
commttee of the senate summarizing the results of the study.

(5) The excl usi ve manner, notw t hstandi ng any provi sions of the | aw
to the contrary, for any city or town to acquire by condemmation
ownership or rights in public | ands for watershed purposes within the
limts of any watershed over or through which is derived the water
supply of any city or town shall be to petition the legislature for
such authority. Nothing in this section, RCW 79.44.003 and chapter
79.68 RCW shall be construed to affect any existing rights held by
third parties in the |lands applied for.

Passed the Senate April 22, 1999.

Passed the House April 16, 1999.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 10, 1999.
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