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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6644

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on State & Local Governnment (originally sponsored
by Senators CGoings, Prentice, Fairley, Rasnmussen, Haugen and Cost a)

Read first tine 01/31/00.

AN ACT Relating to technical corrections to fire protection |aws;
amendi ng RCW 48. 50. 050 and 48.50.070; reenacting RCW 48.50.020 and
48. 50. 040; and adding a new section to chapter 48.50 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW48.50.020 and 1995 ¢ 369 s 36 and 1995 ¢ 285 s 21 are
each reenacted to read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter the followng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Authorized agency" neans a public agency or its official
representative having |l egal authority to investigate crimnal activity
or the cause of a fire or to initiate crimnal proceedings, including
the foll om ng persons and agenci es:

(a) The chief of the Washington state patrol and the director of
fire protection;

(b) The prosecuting attorney of the county where the crimna
activity occurred;

(c) State, county, and |local |aw enforcenent agencies;

(d) The state attorney general;
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(e) The Federal Bureau of Investigation, or any other federal |aw
enf or cenent agency;

(f) The United States attorney’s office; and

(g) The office of the insurance comm ssioner.

(2) "lInsurer"” neans any insurer, as defined in RCW 48.01. 050 and
any self-insurer.

(3) "Relevant information" neans i nfornmati on havi ng any tendency to
make the existence of any fact that is of consequence to the
i nvestigation or determnation of crimnal activity or the cause of any
fire nore probable or less probable than it would be wthout the
i nformati on.

Sec. 2. RCW48.50.040 and 1995 ¢ 369 s 37 and 1995 ¢ 285 s 23 are
each reenacted to read as foll ows:

(1) Wien an insurer has reason to believe that a fire | oss reported
to the insurer may be of other than accidental cause, the insurer shal
notify the chief of the Washington state patrol, through the director
of fire protection, in the manner prescribed under RCW 48.05. 320
concerning the circunstances of the fire loss, including any and all
rel evant material developed fromthe insurer’s inquiry into the fire
| oss.

(2) Notification of the chief of the Washington state patrol
through the director of fire protection, under subsection (1) of this
section does not relieve the insurer of the duty to respond to a
request for information from any other authorized agency and does not
bar an insurer fromother reporting under RCW 48. 50. 030( 2).

Sec. 3. RCWA48.50.050 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 80 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

An authorized agency receiving information under RCW 48.50.030
((er)), 48.50.040, or section 4 of this act may rel ease or provide such
information to any other authorized agencies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 48.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

An insurer providing information to an authorized agency or
agencies under RCW 48.50.030 or 48.50.040 may request that an
aut horized agency furnish to the insurer any or all relevant
i nformati on possessed by the agency relating to the particular fire

SSB 6644. SL p. 2



w N

©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13

| oss. At their discretion, and unless prohibited by any other
provision of law, the agency or agencies may release or provide
information to the requesting insurer.

Sec. 5. RCWA48.50.070 and 1980 c¢c 102 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any | icensed i nsurance agent, any |icensed i nsurance broker, or any
insurer or person acting in the insurer’s behalf or any authorized
agency which rel eases information, whether oral or witten, under RCW
48. 50. 030, 48.50. 040, 48.50. 050, or ((48-50-060shall—be)) section 4 of
this act is immune from liability in any civil or crimnal action

suit, or prosecution arising from the release of the information,
unl ess actual malice on the part of the agent, broker, insurer, or
aut hori zed agency agai nst the insured is shown.

Passed the Senate February 10, 2000.

Passed the House March 1, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2000.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 31, 2000.
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