
1629
Sponsor(s): Representatives Conway, Darneille, Cody, Edmonds,
Ruderman, Schual-Berke, Keiser, Ballasiotes, Hunt, Lovick, Jackley,
Fisher, Linville, Kenney, Miloscia, Edwards and Veloria

Brief Description: Creating an office of mental health ombudsman.

HB 1629 - DIGEST

(SEE ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Finds that in order to comply with the community mental health
services act, chapter 71.24 RCW, and the medicaid managed care
mental health waiver, and to effectively assist persons with mental
illness and consumers of mental health services in the assertion of
their civil and human rights, an independent mental health
ombudsman program should be instituted.

Directs the department of community, trade, and economic
development to contract with a private nonprofit organization to be
the office of mental health ombudsman and to provide mental health
ombudsman services as specified under, and consistent with, the
medicaid managed care mental health waiver, state law, the goals of
the state, and the needs of its citizens.


