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Sponsor(s): Senators Sheahan, Kline, McCaslin, Thibaudeau, Kastama,
Long, Roach, Johnson and Constantine

Brief Description: Changing mandatory arbitration of civil actions.

SB 5373 - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, up to thirty days prior to the actual date of
a trial de novo, a nonappealing party may serve upon the appealing
party a written offer of compromise.

Provides that in any case in which an offer of compromise is
not accepted by the appealing party within ten calendar days after
service thereof, for purposes of MAR 7.3, the amount of the offer
of compromise shall replace the amount of the arbitrator’s award
for determining whether the party appealing the arbitrator’s award
has failed to improve that party’s position on the trial de novo.

Prohibits a postarbitration offer of compromise to be filed or
communicated to the court or the trier of fact until after judgment
on the trial de novo, at which time a copy of the offer of
compromise shall be filed for purposes of determining whether the
party who appealed the arbitrator’s award has failed to improve
that party’s position on the trial de novo, pursuant to MAR 7.3.

Provides that RCW 7.06.050 and 7.06.060 apply to all requests
for a trial de novo filed pursuant to and in appeal of an
arbitrator’s decision and filed on or after the effective date of
this act.


