5442-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Parks
Shorelines (originally sponsored by Senators Snyder, Jacobsen,
Morton and Oke; by request of Department of Fish and Wildlife)

Brief Description: Allowing the use of certain salmon fishing gear
with an experimental fishery permit.

SB 5442-S - DIGEST
(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Declares that, in the short term, it is the intent to provide
managers with tools to assure that commercial harvest of targeted
stocks can continue and expand under the constraints of the federal
endangered species act. There are experimental types of commercial
fishing gear that could allow fishers to stabilize harvest levels
by selectively targeting healthy salmon stocks.

Declares that for the longer term, the department of fish and
wildlife shall proceed with changes to the operation of certain
hatcheries in order to stabilize harvest levels by allowing
naturally spawning and hatchery origin fish to be managed as a
single run.  Scientific information from such hatcheries would
guide the department’s approach to reducing the need to mass mark
hatchery origin salmon where appropriate.



