
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SSB 5870

As Reported by House Committee On:
Criminal Justice & Corrections

Title: An act relating to registration of sex offenders and kidnapping offenders enrolled or
employed at institutions of higher education.

Brief Description: Revising provisions relating to registration of sex offenders and
kidnapping offenders.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Children & Family Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Stevens, Regala, Parlette, McAuliffe, Rasmussen and Shin; by
request of Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Criminal Justice & Corrections: 3/21/03, 4/2/03 [DP].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

· Requires a registered sex or kidnapping offender who is employed by an
institution of higher education to inform the county sheriff.

· Requires a registered sex or kidnapping offender whose enrollment or
employment at an institution of higher education is terminated to inform the
county sheriff.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE & CORRECTIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 7 members: Representatives O’Brien, Chair;
Darneille, Vice Chair; Mielke, Ranking Minority Member; Ahern, Assistant Ranking
Minority Member; Kagi, Lovick and Pearson.

Staff: Jim Morishima (786-7191).

Background:

Persons convicted, or found not guilty by reason of insanity, of certain sex or kidnapping
offenses must register with the county sheriff for the county of the person’s residence.
The person must provide certain information when registering including his or her name,
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address (if any), date and place of birth, and place of employment.

A person required to register who is admitted to a public or private institution of higher
education must notify the sheriff for the county of the person’s residence of the person’s
intent to attend the institution within 10 days of enrolling or by the first business day
after arriving at the institution, whichever is sooner. The sheriff then must notify the
institution’s department of public safety and provide that department with the offender’s
registration information.

Summary of Bill:

A person who gains employment at a public or private institution of higher education
must provide notice of his or her employment to the sheriff for the county of the person’s
residence within 10 days of accepting employment or by the first business day after
commencing work at the institution, whichever is sooner. A person whose enrollment or
employment at a public or private institution of higher education is terminated, must
provide notice of the termination to the sheriff for the county of the person’s residence
within 10 days of the termination.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill
is passed.

Testimony For: This bill does not require any new registrants. It will allow the state to
continue to receive federal funds.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: Senator Stevens, prime sponsor; and Tom McBride, Department of
Community, Trade, and Economic Development.
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