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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1239

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Fisheries, Ecology & Parks (originally
sponsored by Representatives Cooper, Sunp, Dunshee, Kenney, Veloria
Hai gh, Berkey, Lantz and Rockefeller)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to the commercial harvest of geoduck clans;
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) There is created a legislative task
force to study and make reconmmendati ons regardi ng geoduck managenent
and harvest rules. The task force is conposed of the follow ng
menbers:

(a) Two nenbers of the house of representatives appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives to i nclude one nenber fromeach
of the two |argest political caucuses;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate appointed by the president of the
senate to include one nenber from each of the two largest politica
caucuses;

(c) The chair of the house of representatives' fisheries, ecology
and parks conmttee and the chair of the house of representatives'
agriculture and natural resources conmttee; and

(d) The chair of the senate parks, fish, and wildlife commttee and
the senate natural resources, energy, and water conmttee.
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(2) The task force nmust el ect a chair and agree upon procedures for
conducting the business of the task force. The task force may
establish an advisory commttee of stakeholders including but not
limted to representatives fromtreaty Indian tribes, the aquaculture
i ndustry, geoduck divers, private shoreline property owners, the
departnment of fish and wildlife, the departnment of natural resources,
the departnent of health, the departnent of agriculture, |ocal
governnent, or other affected stakeholders. Staff support for the task
force nust be provided by the house of representatives' office of
program research and senate commttee services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. By Decenber 1, 2003, the task force
established in section 1 of this act nust report to the legislature
w th recomrendati ons concerning the follow ng issues:

(1) Inprovenents for the coordinated managenent of the geoduck
resour ce;

(2) The costs and benefits of inplenmenting a limted entry geoduck
di ver license;

(3) Inprovenents for conpliance and enforcenent wth geoduck
harvest rules on state and nonst at e-owned | ands;

(4) Inprovenents to state rules for geoduck harvesting; and

(5) The state's potential role in aquaculture and reseedi ng of
geoduck cl ans.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires January 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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