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HOUSE BI LL 1431

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Represent ati ves McDer nott, McMahan, Hunt , Kenney, Hai gh,
Rockefeller, Sinpson, Alexander, Cody, Berkey and Linville; by
request of Secretary of State

Read first time 01/27/20083. Referred to Conmttee on State
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to the date of the primary; amendi ng RCW29. 13. 070,
29.13.010, 29.13.020, 29.15.020, 29.15.040, 29.15.050, 29.15.150,
29.15.170, 29.15.180, 29.15.190, 29.15.230, 29.19.030, 29.24.010,
29.24. 020, 29.24.025, 29.24.030, 29.24.035, 29.24.040, 29.24.045,
29.24. 055, 29.24.070, 29.24.060, 29.36.270, 29.38.020, 29.38.030,
29.62. 020, 42.12.040, 42.17.080, 42.17.710, 42.52.185, 27.12.355,
27.12.370, 35.06.070, 35.13.1821, 35.61.360, 35A. 14.299, 36.93.030,
52.02.080, 52.04.056, 52.04.071, 53.04.110, 54.08.010, 54.08.070,
57.04. 050, and 70.44.235; adding a new section to chapter 29.38 RCW
repeal i ng RCW 29. 01. 160; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29.13.070 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 s 29 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Nomi nating primaries for general elections to be held in Novenber
((shalt)) nust be held at the regular polling places in each precinct
on the ((t+hird)) second Tuesday of the preceding ((Septerber—or—on—the
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Sec. 2. RCW29.13.010 and 1994 c 142 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al state, county, city, town, and district general elections
for the election of federal, state, legislative, judicial, county,
city, town, district, and precinct officers, and for the subm ssion to
the voters of the state, county, city, town, or district of any neasure
for their adoption and approval or rejection, shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber, in the year in which
they may be called. A statew de general election shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Mnday of Novenber of each year:
PROVI DED, That the statewi de general election held in odd-nunbered
years shall be l|limted to (a) city, town, and district general
el ections as provided for in RCW29.13.020, or as otherw se provided by
law,; (b) the election of federal officers for the remainder of any
unexpired terns in the nenbership of either branch of the congress of
the United States; (c) the election of state and county officers for
the remainder of any unexpired terns of offices created by or whose
duties are described in Article Il, section 15, Article Ill, sections
16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23, and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the
state Constitution and RCW 2.06.080; (d) the election of county
officers in any county governed by a charter containing provisions
calling for general county elections at this tinme; and (e) the approval
or rejection of state neasures, including proposed constitutional
amendnent s, matters pertaining to any proposed constitutional
convention, initiative neasures and referendum neasures proposed by the
el ectorate, referendum bills, and any other matter provided by the
| egi sl ature for subm ssion to the el ectorate.

(2) Acounty legislative authority may, if it deens an energency to
exist, call a special county election by presenting a resolution to the
county auditor at |east ((forty—Five—days—prtor—toe)) fifty-two days
before the proposed election date. Except as provided in subsection
(4) of this section, a special election called by the county
| egi sl ative authority shall be held on one of the follow ng dates as
deci ded by such governi ng body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) ((Fhethird—Fuesday—+n—May+
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{ey)) The day of the primary as specified by RCW29.13. 070;

(e) The first Tuesday after the second Wednesday in Septenber; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber.

(3) In addition to the dates set forth in subsection (2) (a)
through (f) of this section, a special election to validate an excess
levy or bond issue may be called at any tinme to neet the needs
resulting from fire, flood, earthquake, or other act of God. Such
county special election shall be noticed and conducted in the manner
provi ded by | aw

(4) In a presidential election year, if a presidential preference
primary is conducted in February, March, or April ((—eNay)) under
chapter 29.19 RCW the date on which a special election may be call ed
by the county legislative authority under subsection (2) of this
section during the nonth of that primary is the date of the
presidential primry.

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this
section being to establish mandatory dates for hol di ng el ecti ons except
for those el ections held pursuant to a hone-rule charter adopted under
Article XI, section 4 of the state Constitution. This section shal
not be construed as fixing the tinme for holding primary elections, or
el ections for the recall of any elective public officer.

Sec. 3. RCW 29.13.020 and 2002 ¢ 43 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al city, town, and district general elections shall be held
t hroughout the state of Washington on the first Tuesday follow ng the
first Monday in Novenber in the odd-nunbered years.

This section shall not apply to:

(a) Elections for the recall of any elective public officer;

(b) Public utility districts, conservation districts, or district
el ections at which the ownership of property within those districts is
a prerequisite to voting, all of which elections shall be held at the
tinmes prescribed in the laws specifically applicable thereto;

(c) Consolidation proposals as provided for in chapter 28A 315 RCW
((28A—315-280)) and nonhigh capital fund aid proposals as provided for
in chapter 28A 540 RCW
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(2) The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the formof a resolution of the governing body of a city,
town, or district, presented to the auditor at |east ((ferty—Ftive—days
pr+oer—te)) fifty-two days before the proposed election date, may, if
the county auditor deens an energency to exist, call a special election
in such city, town, or district, and for the purpose of such specia
el ection he or she may conbine, unite, or divide precincts. Except as
provided in subsection (3) of this section, such a special election
shall be held on one of the follow ng dates as deci ded by the governing
body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) ((Fhe—thtrd—TFuesday—+n—May—

{¢y)) The day of the primary election as specified by RCW
29.13. 070;

(e) The first Tuesday after the second Wednesday in Septenber; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber.

(3) In a presidential election year, if a presidential preference
primary is conducted in February, March, or April ((—eNay)) under
chapter 29.19 RCW the date on which a special election may be called
under subsection (2) of this section during the nonth of that primary
is the date of the presidential primary.

(4) In addition to subsection (2)(a) through (f) of this section,
a special election to validate an excess levy or bond issue may be
called at any tine to nmeet the needs resulting from fire, flood,
eart hquake, or other act of God, except that no special election my be
hel d between the first day for candidates to file for public office and
the last day to certify the returns of the general election other than
as provided in subsection (2)((e})) (d) and (f) of this section. Such
special election shall be conducted and notice thereof given in the
manner provided by | aw.

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this
section being to establish mandatory dates for hol ding el ections.
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Sec. 4. RCW29.15.020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 81 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except where otherwise provided by this title, declarations of
candidacy for the following offices shall be filed during regular
business hours with the filing officer no earlier than ((thetfourth
Monrday—+na—3Jduby)) sixty-four days before the date of the primary
established by RCW 29.13.070 and no later than the following Friday in
the year in which the office is scheduled to be voted upon

(1) Ofices that are scheduled to be voted upon for full terns or
both full terms and short terns at, or in conjunction with, a state
general election; and

(2) Ofices where a vacancy, other than a short term exists that
has not been filled by election and for which an election to fill the
vacancy is required in conjunction with the next state general
el ecti on.

This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for a
different filing period for these offices.

Sec. 5. RCW29.15.040 and 1987 ¢ 110 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any candidate may mail his or her declaration of candidacy for an
office to the filing officer. Such declarations of candidacy shall be
processed by the filing officer in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) Any declaration received by the filing officer by mail before
the ((tenth)) fifteenth business day imedi ately preceding the first
day for candidates to file for office shall be returned to the
candidate submtting it, together wth a notification that the
decl aration of candidacy was received too early to be processed. The
candi date shall then be permtted to resubmt his or her declaration of
candi dacy during the filing period.

(2) Any properly executed declaration of candi dacy received by mail
on or after the tenth business day i mediately preceding the first day
for candidates to file for office and before the cl ose of business on
the last day of the filing period shall be included with filings made
in person during the filing period. |In partisan and judicial elections
the filing officer shall determine by Iot the order in which the nanes
of those candidates shall appear upon sanple and absentee primary
bal | ot s.

p. 5 HB 1431



A W DN

©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
33
34
35
36

(3) Any declaration of candidacy received by the filing officer
after the close of business on the |ast day for candidates to file for
office shall be rejected and returned to the candidate attenpting to
file it.

Sec. 6. RCW29.15.050 and 1999 ¢ 298 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

A filing fee of one dollar shall acconpany each declaration of
candi dacy for precinct commttee officer; a filing fee of ten dollars
shal |l acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of one thousand dollars or less; afiling fee equal
to one percent of the annual salary of the office at the tinme of
filing, rounded to the nearest whole dollar, shall acconpany the
decl aration of candidacy for any office with a fixed annual salary of
nmore than one thousand dollars per annum No filing fee need acconpany
a decl aration of candidacy for any office for which conpensation is on
a per diemor per neeting attended basis.

A candi date who | acks sufficient assets or incone at the tine of
filing to pay the filing fee required by this section shall submt with
his or her declaration of candidacy a nom nating petition. The
petition shall contain not less than a nunber of signatures of
regi stered voters equal to the nunmber of dollars of the filing fee.
The signatures shall be of voters registered to vote wthin the
jurisdiction of the office for which the candidate is filing.

When the candidacy is for:

(1) Alegislative or judicial office that includes territory from
nore than one county, the fee shall be paid to the secretary of state
for equal division between the treasuries of the counties conprising
the district.

(2) A city or town office, the fee shall be paid to the county
audi tor who shall transmt it to the city or town clerk for deposit in
the city or town treasury.

Sec. 7. RCW29.15.150 and 1973 ¢ 4 s 3 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

Whenever it shall be necessary to hold a special election in an
odd- nunbered year to fill an unexpired term of any office which is
schedul ed to be voted upon for a full termin an even-nunbered year, no
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((Septernber)) primary election shall be held in the odd-nunbered year
if, after the last day allowed for candidates to wthdraw, either of
the follow ng circunstances exist:

(1) No nore than one candidate of each qualified political party
has filed a declaration of candidacy for the sane partisan office to be
filled; or

(2) No nore than two candidates have filed a declaration of
candi dacy for a single nonpartisan office to be filled.

In either event, the officer with whom the declarations of
candi dacy were filed shall imediately notify all candi dates concerned
and the nanes of the candidates that would have been printed upon the
((Septenber)) primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section,
shal |l be printed as nom nees for the positions sought upon the Novenber
general election ballot.

Sec. 8. RCW29.15.170 and 2001 ¢ 46 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Filings for a nonpartisan office shall be reopened for a period of
three normal business days, such three day period to be fixed by the
el ection officer with whom such decl arati ons of candi dacy are filed and
notice thereof given by notifying press, radio, and television in the
county and by such other neans as may now or hereafter be provided by
| aw whenever before the ((stxth)) seventh Tuesday prior to a prinary:

(1) A void in candidacy occurs;

(2) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office | eaving an unexpired
termto be filled by an election for which filings have not been held,
or

(3) A nomnee for judge of the superior court entitled to a
certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Amendnent 41
of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified.

Candi dacies validly filed within said three-day period shall appear
on the ballot as if nade during the earlier filing period.

Sec. 9. RCW 29.15.180 and 2001 ¢ 46 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Filings for a nonpartisan office (other than judge of the suprene
court or superintendent of public instruction) shall be reopened for a
period of three normal business days, such three day period to be fixed
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by the election officer wth whom such declarations of candidacy are
filed and notice thereof given by notifying press, radio, and
television in the county and by such other neans as my now or
hereafter be provided by | aw, when:

(1) A void in candidacy for such nonpartisan office occurs on or
after the ((sixth)) seventh Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the
((stxth)) seventh Tuesday before an el ection; or

(2) A nomnee for judge of the superior court eligible after a
contested primary for a certificate of election by Article 4, section
29, Anendnent 41 of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified
within the ten day period imediately followng the last day allotted
for a candidate to wi thdraw, or

(3) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office on or after the
((stxth)) seventh Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the ((stxth))
seventh Tuesday before an election leaving an unexpired term to be
filled by an election for which filings have not been held.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that
office in the general election shall be deened el ected.

Sec. 10. RCW29.15.190 and 2002 c 108 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

A schedul ed election shall be |apsed, the office deenmed stricken
fromthe ballot, no purported wite-in votes counted, and no candi date
certified as el ected, when:

(1) In an election for judge of the suprene court or superintendent
of public instruction, a void in candidacy occurs on or after the
((stxth)) seventh Tuesday prior to a primary, public filings and the
primary being an indi spensabl e phase of the election process for such
of fices;

(2) Except as otherw se specified in RCW 29.15.180, ((as—new——or
hereafter—anended-)) a nom nee for judge of the superior court entitled
to a certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29,
Amendnent 41 of the state Constitution dies or is disqualified on or
after the ((stxth)) seventh Tuesday prior to a prinary,;

(3) In other elections for nonpartisan office a void in candi dacy
occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unexpired termto be filled on
or after the ((stxth)) seventh Tuesday prior to an el ection.

HB 1431 p. 8
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Sec. 11. RCW29.15.230 and 2001 ¢ 46 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Filings for a partisan elective office shall be opened for a period
of three normal business days whenever, on or after the first day of
the regular filing period and before the ((stxth)) seventh Tuesday
prior to a primary, a vacancy occurs in that office, |eaving an
unexpired termto be filled by an election for which filings have not
been hel d.

Any such special three-day filing period shall be fixed by the
el ection officer with whom declarations of candidacy for that office
are filed. The election officer shall give notice of the specia
three-day filing period by notifying the press, radio, and television
in the county or counties involved, and by such other neans as may be
required by | aw

Candi dacies validly filed wthin the special three-day filing
period shall appear on the primary ballot as if filed during the
regular filing period.

Sec. 12. RCW 29.19.030 and 1989 c 4 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The name of any candidate for a mgjor political party nom nation
for president of the United States shall be printed on the presidenti al
preference primary ballot of a major political party only:

(1) By direction of the secretary of state, who in the secretary's
sole discretion has determned that the candidate's candidacy is
general ly advocated or is recognized in national news nedia; or

(2) If menbers of the political party of the candidate have
presented a petition for nom nation of the candi date that has attached
to the petition a sheet or sheets containing the signatures of at | east
one thousand registered voters who declare thenselves in the petition
as being affiliated wwth the sanme political party as the presidential
candi date. The petition shall be filed with the secretary of state not
later than the ((thi+ty—ninth)) fifty-second day before the
presidential preference primary. The signature sheets shall also
contain the residence address and nanme or nunber of the precinct of
each registered voter whose signhature appears thereon and shall be
certified in the manner prescribed in RCW29.79.200 and 29.79. 210.
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The secretary of state shall place the nane of the candi date on the
bal | ot unless the candidate, at |east ((thi+rty—Five)) forty-five days
before the presidential preference primary, executes and files with the
secretary of state an affidavit stating w thout qualification that he
or she is not now and will not becone a candidate for the office of
president of the United States at the forthcomng presidential
el ection. The secretary of state shall certify the nanes of all
candidates who wll appear on the presidential preference primary
ballot to the respective county auditors on or before the fourth
Tuesday in April of each presidential election year.

Sec. 13. RCW 29. 24. 010 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

prnetple-)) As used in this chapter, the term"election jurisdiction”
shall nean the state or any political subdivision or jurisdiction of
the state from which partisan officials are elected. This term shal

i ncl ude county conmi ssioner districts or council districts for nenbers
of a county legislative authority, counties for county officials who
are nom nated and el ected on a county-w de basis, legislative districts
for menbers of the |egislature, congressional districts for nenbers of
congress, and the state for president and vice president, nenbers of
the United States senate, and state officials who are elected on a
st at ewi de basi s.

Sec. 14. RCW 29.24.020 and 2001 ¢ 30 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any nomnation of a candidate for partisan public office by
other than a major political party may be nmade only((—=)—+nr—=a
convent+on—heldnot)) by petition conducted no earlier than the ((Fast
Satwrday—+n—June)) first day of January and not later than the first
(( I . | ot : I I . ' |

day of April or ((€€))) as otherwi se provided in this section.

HB 1431 p. 10
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(2) Nom nations of candidates for president and vice president of
the United States other than by a nmajor political party may be made
( (et+ther—at—a—~convention)) by petition conducted under subsection (1)
of this section, ((er—at—a——simtar—convention)) taking place not
earlier than the first ((Sunrday—+n-3Juby)) day of January and not | ater

except—as—provided—in-—subseection{3)—of thts—seeti+on)) the |ast day of

June.

(3) If a special filing period for a partisan office is opened
under RCW 29.15.230, candidates of mnor political parties and
i ndependent candidates nmay file for office during that special filing
peri od. The nanmes of those candidates may not appear on the ball ot
unl ess they are nom nated by ((eenvention—held)) petition no |ater than
five days after the close of the special filing period and a
certificate of nomnation is filed with the filing officer ((nre—tater
Hran—three—days—alter—the—convention) ) . The requirenents of RCW
29.24.025 do not apply to such a ((eenventioen)) petition nonm nation
If primary ballots or a voters' panphlet are ordered to be printed
before the deadline for submtting the certificate of nom nation and
the certificate has not been filed, then the candidate's name wll be
i ncluded but may not appear on the general election ballot unless the
certificate is tinely filed and the candidate otherw se qualifies to
appear on that ballot.

(4) A mnor political party may ((held+rworethanone—conventtonbut
HA—hoe——case—shalH—any—sueh—party)) not nom nate nore than one candi date
for any one partisan public office or position. ((Fer—thepurpoese—-of
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Sec. 15. RCW29.24.025 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each m nor party or independent candi date nust publish a notice in
a newspaper of general circulation wthin the county in which the party
or the candidate intends to ((held—a——conventien)) gather petitions
The notice nust appear at |east ten days before the ((eenvention+s—+teo
be—held—and—shalt—state—the—date—t+ne—and-—place—ol—the—convention))
first day petition signatures are gathered. Additionally, it shal
include the mailing address of the person or organization ((sperserhg
the—econvention)) gathering signatures.

Sec. 16. RCW29.24.030 and 1989 c 215 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

((H—Fo—be—vald—a—econvention—nust—he —attended—by—at—teast
twenty-five registered voters.

£2))) In order to nom nate candi dates for the offices of president
and vice president of the United States, United States senator, or any
statewi de office, a nom nating ((eenvention—shal—oebtarnandsubmt—teo
thefHiHngeoeffieer)) petition nmust contain the signatures of at | east
two hundred regi stered voters of the state of Washington. 1In order to
nom nate candidates for any other office, a nomnating ((eenventioen
shalH—ebtatn—andsubmt te the filingoeffiecer)) petition nust contain
the signatures of twenty-five persons who are registered to vote in the
jurisdiction of the office for which the nom nations are nade.

Sec. 17. RCW29.24.035 and 2001 ¢ 64 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

A nominating petition submtted under this chapter shall clearly
identify the name of the mnor party or independent candidate
((eenvention)) as it appears on the certificate of nomnation as
required by RCW 29.24.040((3))). The petition shall also contain a
statenent that the person signing the petition is a registered voter of
the state of Washington and shall have a space for the voter to sign
his or her nane and to print his or her nane and address. No person
may sign nore than one nom nating petition under this chapter for an
office for a primary or el ection.

HB 1431 p. 12
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Sec. 18. RCW29.24.040 and 1989 c 215 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

A certificate evidencing nom nations ((rade—at—a—econventioen)) by
petition nust:

(1) Be in witing;

(2) Contain the nane of each person nom nated, his residence, and
the office for which he is nanmed, and if the nomnation is for the
of fices of president and vice president of the United States, a sworn
statenment from both nom nees giving their consent to the nom nation;

(3) ldentify the mnor political party or the i ndependent candi date
on whose behal f the ((eenventionwas—held)) petition was circul ated;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and secretary;

(5) Be acconpanied by a nomnating petition or petitions bearing
the signatures and addresses of registered voters equal in nunber to
that required by RCW 29. 24. 030;

(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice ((et—ealng—the
convent+on)) required in RCW 29. 24. 025; and

(7) Be submtted to the ((appropriate)) sane filing officer with
whom a declaration of candidacy is filed as required by RCW 29.15. 030
not later than ((ene—week—followngthe-adiournrent—of—the—convention

aVaVaallla a¥a A a aa ala NN
A i O \/

certf+eates—must—he—Hted—wth—the—seeretary—ot—state)) five days
after the last day for the petition to be circulated under RCW
29. 24. 020.

Sec. 19. RCW29.24.045 and 2001 ¢ 30 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If two or nore valid certificates of nomnation are filed
purporting to nom nate different candi dates for the sane position using
the same party nane, the filing officer nust give effect to both
certificates. |If conflicting clains to the party nane are not resol ved
ei ther by nmutual agreenent or by a judicial determ nation of the right
to the nanme, the candi dates nust be treated as independent candi dates.
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D sputes over the right to the nane nust not be permitted to delay the
printing of either ballots or a voters' panphlet. O her candi dat es
nom nated ((by)) under the same ((eenventions)) certificate nmay
continue to use the partisan affiliation unless a court of conpetent
jurisdiction directs ot herw se.

(2) A person affected may petition the superior court of the county
in which the filing officer is |ocated for a judicial determ nation of
the right to the nanme of a mnor political party, either before or

after docunents are filed with the filing officer. The court shal
resolve the conflict between conpeting clains to the use of the sane
party name according to the followi ng principles: (a) The prior

establ i shed public use of the nane during previous elections by a party
conposed of or led by the sane individuals or individuals in docunented
succession; (b) prior established public use of the nane earlier in the
sane election cycle; (c) the nomnation of a nore conplete slate of
candi dates for a nunber of offices or in a nunber of different regions
of the state; (d) docunented affiliation with a national or statew de
party organization with an established use of the nane; (e) the first
date of filing of a certificate of nomnation; and (f) such other
indicia of an established right to use of the nane as the court may

deemrelevant. |If nore than one filing officer is involved, and one of
them is the secretary of state, the petition nust be filed in the
superior court for Thurston county. Upon resolving the conflict

between conpeting clains, the court may also address any ball ot
designation for the candi date who does not prevail.

Sec. 20. RCW29.24.055 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

A mnor political party or independent candidate ((eenrvention
nromhRat+hg—candidates)) for the offices of president and vice president

of the United States shall, not later than ten days after the
( ( adj-ournrent—of—the—convention)) subm ssion of the certificate of
nom nation and petition, submt a |list of presidential electors to the
office of the secretary of state. The |ist shall contain the names and
the mailing addresses of the persons selected and shall be verified by
the presiding officer ((ef—the—e€onvention)).
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Sec. 21. RCW 29.24.070 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 103 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Not later than the Friday imediately preceding the first day for
candidates to file, the secretary of state shall notify the county
auditors of the nanes and designations of all mnor party and
i ndependent candi dates who have filed valid ((eenventioen)) petition
certificates and nom nating petitions with that office. Except for the
of fices of president and vice president, persons nom nated under this
chapter shall file declarations of candidacy as provided by RCW
29.15.010 and 29.15.030. The nanme of a mnor party or independent
candi date nom nated ((at—a—eoenvention—shall)) by petition may not be
printed upon the primary ballot unless ((he)) the candi date pays the
fee required by law to be paid by candidates for the sane office to be
nom nated at a prinmary.

Sec. 22. RCW29.24.060 and 1989 c 215 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

Upon the receipt of the certificate of nom nation, the officer with
whomit is filed shall check the certificate and canvass the signatures
on the acconpanying nomnating petitions to determne if the
requi renments of RCW 29.24.030 have been net. Once the determ nation
has been made, the filing officer shall notify the presiding officer
({ 6 —the——conventton) ) and any other persons requesting the
notification((s)) of his or her decision regarding the sufficiency of
the certificate or the nomnating petitions. Any appeal regarding the
filing officer's determ nation nust be filed with the superior court of
the county in which the certificate or petitions were filed not |ater
than five days fromthe date the determ nation is nmade, and shall be
heard and finally disposed of by the court within five days of the
filing. Nomi nating petitions shall not be available for public
i nspection or copyi ng.

Sec. 23. RCW29.36.270 and 1987 ¢ 54 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except where a recount or |litigation under RCW 29.04.030 is
pendi ng, the county auditor shall have sufficient absentee ballots
ready to mail to absentee voters of that county, other than overseas
voters or service voters, at least twenty days before any prinmary,

p. 15 HB 1431



D 01~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

general election, or special election. At least thirty days before a
primary, general election, or special election, the county auditor
shall mail absentee ballots to all overseas and service voters who have
submtted valid requests for absentee ballots. A request for an
absentee ballot nmade by an overseas voter or service voter after that
day nust be processed immediately.

Sec. 24. RCW 29.38.020 and 2001 c¢c 241 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At any nonpartisan special election not being held in conjunction
wth a state primary or general election, the county, city, town, or
district requesting the election pursuant to RCW29.13.010 or 29.13. 020
may al so request that the special election be conducted by mail ball ot.
The county auditor may honor the request or may determ ne that the
election is not to be conducted by nmail ballot. The decision of the
county auditor in this regard is final.

maH—baltet—)) The auditor shall handle inactive voters in the sane
manner as inactive voters in mail ballot precincts.

Sec. 25. RCW 29.38.030 and 2001 ¢ 241 s 17 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

((HA—ah—odd-—nunbered—year)) The county auditor nmay conduct a

primary or a special election held in conjunction with a primry by

mai | bal | ot ((eoneurrentty—wththe prirary—
2t e ball , al ' .
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For a primary held in an odd-nunbered year, the county auditor
shall notify ((ar)) each election jurisdiction for which a primary is
to be held that the primary will be conducted by nail ballot. For a
primary held in an even-nunbered year, the county auditor shall notify
the secretary of state that the primary will be conducted by nmai
ballot. The county auditor shall include in the notice required by RCW
29.27.030 information pertaining to a primary conducted by mail ball ot
according to this section.

{( { A—prirary n-an-odo

I I . . I . )

To the extent they are not inconsistent with other provisions of
law, the |aws governing the conduct of mail ballot special elections
apply to nonpartisan primaries conducted by mail ballot.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 26. A new section is added to chapter 29.38 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Except where a recount or |litigation under RCW 29.04.030 is
pendi ng, the county auditor shall have sufficient mail ballots ready to
mail to voters of that county, other than overseas voters or service
voters, at least twenty days before a primary, general election, or
speci al election. At least thirty days before a primary, general
el ection, or special election, the county auditor shall mail ballots to
all overseas voters and service voters. A request for a ballot nade by
an overseas voter or service voter after that day nust be processed
i mredi atel y.

Sec. 27. RCW29.62.020 and 1999 c 259 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) At least every third day after a special election, primary, or
general election and before certification of the election results,
except Sundays and | egal holidays, the county auditor shall convene the
county canvassing board or their designees to process absentee ballots
and canvass the votes cast at that special election, primary, or
general election, if the county auditor is in possession of nore than
twenty-five ballots that have yet to be canvassed. The county auditor
may use his or her discretion in determning when to convene the
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canvassing board or their designees during the final four days before
the certification of election results in order to protect the secrecy
of any ball ot.

Each absentee ball ot previously not canvassed that was received by
the county auditor two days or nore before the convening of the
canvassi ng board or their designees and that either was received by the
county auditor before the closing of the polls on the day of the
speci al election, primary, or general election for which it was issued,
or that bears a date of mailing on or before the special election,
primary, or general election for which it was issued, nust be processed
at that tine. The tabulation of votes that results from that day's
canvass nmust be nade available to the general public imredi ately upon
conpl etion of the canvass.

(2) On the ((tenth)) fifteenth day after a special election ((er
a)), primary ((andenthetifteenth-dayafter—a)), or general election,
the canvassing board shall conplete the canvass and certify the
results. Each absentee ballot that was returned before the closing of
the polls on the date of the primary or election for which it was
i ssued, and each absentee ballot with a date of mailing on or before
the date of the primary or election for which it was issued and
received on or before the date on which the primary or election is
certified, shall be included in the canvass report.

(3) At the request of any caucus of the state legislature, the
county auditor shall transmt copies of all unofficial returns of state
and legislative primaries or elections prepared by or for the county
canvassing board to either the secretary of the senate or the chief
clerk of the house.

Sec. 28. RCW42.12.040 and 2002 c 108 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

If a vacancy occurs in any partisan elective office in the
executive or legislative branches of state governnment or in any
partisan county elective office before the ((stxth)) seventh Tuesday
prior to the primary for the next general election following the
occurrence of the vacancy, a successor shall be elected to that office
at that general election. Except during the |ast year of the term of
office, if such a vacancy occurs on or after the ((stxth)) seventh
Tuesday prior to the primary for that general election, the election of
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t he successor shall occur at the next succeedi ng general election. The
el ected successor shall hold office for the renmai nder of the unexpired
term This section shall not apply to any vacancy occurring in a
charter county which has charter provisions inconsistent wth this
section.

Sec. 29. RCW42.17.080 and 2002 ¢ 75 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) On the day the treasurer is designated, each candidate or
political commttee shall file with the conmssion and the county
auditor or elections officer of the county in which the candidate
resides, or in the case of a political conmttee, the county in which
the treasurer resides, in addition to any statenent of organization
required under RCW 42.17.040 or 42.17.050, a report of al
contributions received and expenditures nmade prior to that date, if
any.

(2) At the following intervals each treasurer shall file with the
commi ssion and the county auditor or elections officer of the county in
whi ch the candidate resides, or in the case of a political commttee,
the county in which the coonmittee maintains its office or headquarters,
and if there is no office or headquarters then in the county in which
the treasurer resides, a report containing the information required by
RCW 42. 17. 090:

(a) On the twenty-first day and the seventh day imediately
precedi ng the date on which the election is held; and
(b) On the tenth day of the first nonth after the election((+

- . . : .

it o Litical . )): and

(c) On the tenth day of each nonth in which no other reports are
required to be filed under this section: PROVI DED, That such report
shall only be filed if the commttee has received a contribution or
made an expenditure in the preceding calendar nonth and either the
total contributions received or total expenditures made since the |ast
such report exceed two hundred doll ars.
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When there is no outstanding debt or obligation, and the canpaign
fund is closed, and the canpaign is concluded in all respects, and in
the case of a political conmttee, the commttee has ceased to function
and has dissolved, the treasurer shall file a final report. Upon
submtting a final report, the duties of the treasurer shall cease and
there shall be no obligation to make any further reports.

The report filed twenty-one days before the election shall report
all contributions received and expenditures made as of the end of the
fifth business day before the date of the report. The report filed
seven days before the election shall report all contributions received
and expenditures made as of the end of the one business day before the
date of the report. Reports filed on the tenth day of the nonth shal
report all ~contributions received and expenditures nade from the
closing date of the last report filed through the | ast day of the nonth
precedi ng the date of the current report.

(3) For the period beginning the first day of the fourth nonth
preceding the date on which the special ((er—general)) election is
held, or for the period beginning the first day of the seventh nonth
before the date on which the general election is held, and ending on
the date of that special or general election, each Monday the treasurer
shall file with the conm ssion and the appropriate county elections
officer a report of each bank deposit made during the previous seven
cal endar days. The report shall contain the name of each person
contributing the funds so deposited and the anount contributed by each
person. However, contributions of no nore than twenty-five dollars in
the aggregate from any one person nmay be deposited w thout identifying

the contributor. A copy of the report shall be retained by the
treasurer for his or her records. 1In the event of deposits nmade by a
deputy treasurer, the copy shall be forwarded to the treasurer for his
or her records. Each report shall be certified as correct by the

treasurer or deputy treasurer making the deposit.

(4) If a city requires that candidates or commttees for city
offices file reports with a city agency, the candidate or treasurer so
filing need not also file the report with the county auditor or
el ections officer.

(5) The treasurer or candidate shall mintain books of account
accurately reflecting all contributions and expenditures on a current
basis wthin five business days of receipt or expenditure. During the
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ei ght days immedi ately preceding the date of the election the books of
account shall be kept current within one business day. As specified in
the commttee's statement of organization filed under RCW 42.17.040,
t he books of account nmust be open for public inspection as foll ows:

(a) For at least two consecutive hours between 8:00 a.m and 8:00
p.m on the eighth day imedi ately before the el ection, except when it
is alegal holiday, in which case on the seventh day i medi ately before
the election, at the principal headquarters or, if there is no
headquarters, at the address of the treasurer or such other place as
may be aut horized by the comm ssion; and

(b) By appointnent for inspections to be conducted at the
desi gnat ed pl ace for inspections between 8:00 a.m and 8:00 p.m on any
ot her day fromthe seventh day through the day inmedi ately before the
el ection, other than Saturday, Sunday, or a |egal holiday. It is a
violation of this chapter for a candidate or political commttee to
refuse to allow and keep an appointnment for an inspection to be
conducted during these authorized tinmes and days in the week prior to
the election. The appointnment nust be allowed at an authorized tine
and day for such inspections that is within twenty-four hours of the
tinme and day that is requested for the inspection.

(6) The treasurer or candidate shall preserve books of account,
bills, receipts, and all other financial records of the canpaign or
political conmttee for not |less than five cal endar years foll ow ng the
year during which the transaction occurred.

(7) Al reports filed pursuant to subsection (1) or (2) of this
section shall be certified as correct by the candidate and the
treasurer.

(8) Copies of all reports filed pursuant to this section shall be
readily available for public inspection for at |east two consecutive
hours Mnday through Friday, excluding |egal holidays, between 8:00
a.m and 8:00 p.m, as specified in the commttee' s statenent of
organi zation filed pursuant to RCW 42.17.040, at the principal
headquarters or, if there is no headquarters, at the address of the
treasurer or such other place as may be authorized by the comm ssion.

(9) After January 1, 2002, a report that is filed with the
comm ssion electronically need not also be filed with the county
auditor or elections officer.
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(10) The comm ssion shall adopt adm nistrative rules establishing
requirenents for filer participation in any system designed and
i npl enmented by the comm ssion for the electronic filing of reports.

Sec. 30. RCW42.17.710 and 1993 ¢ 2 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) During the period beginning on the thirtieth day before the
date a regul ar legislative session convenes and continuing thirty days
past the date of final adjournnment, and during the period beginning on
the date a special |egislative session convenes and conti nuing through
the date that session adjourns, no state official or a person enpl oyed
by or acting on behalf of a state official or state |egislator may
solicit or accept contributions to a public office fund, to a candi date
or authorized commttee, or to retire a canpai gn debt.

(2) However, state officials who have reported to the comm Ssion
under RCW 42.17.240 and will appear on the ballot for an office in the
current year and persons enployed by or acting on behalf of those
officials my, after the final adjournnment of the regular session,
solicit and accept contributions to the candidate's public office fund,
to the candidate or authorized commttee, or to retire the candidate's
canpai gn debt .

Sec. 31. RCW42.52.185 and 1997 ¢ 320 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) During the twel ve-nonth period begi nning on Decenber 1st of the
year before a general election for a state legislator's election to
office and continuing through Novenber 30th immediately after the

general election, the legislator may not mail, either by regular mai

or electronic mail, to a constituent at public expense a letter,

newsl etter, brochure, or other piece of literature, except as follows:
(a) The legislator my mail tw nmailings of newsletters to

constituents. All newsletters within each nailing of newsletters nust
be identical as to their content but not as to the constituent nane or

addr ess. One such mailing may be mailed no later than thirty days
after the start of a regular legislative session, except that a
| egi slator appointed during a regular legislative session to fill a

vacant seat may have up to thirty days fromthe date of appointnment to
send out the first mailing. The other mailing may be nail ed no ((+ater
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earlier than one day after the date of the prinmary established by RCW

29.13.070 and no later than fifteen days after the date of the primary.

(b) The legislator may mail an individual letter to (i) an
i ndi vidual constituent who has contacted the |egislator regarding the
subject matter of the letter during the legislator's current term of
office; (ii) an individual constituent who holds a governnental office
With jurisdiction over the subject matter of the letter; or (iii) an
i ndi vidual constituent who has received an award or honor of
extraordinary distinction of a type that is sufficiently infrequent to
be noteworthy to a reasonable person, including, but not [imted to:
(A) An international or national award such as the Nobel prize or the
Pulitzer prize; (B) a state award such as Washington scholar; (C an
Eagl e Scout award; and (D) a Medal of Honor.

(2) For purposes of subsection (1) of this section, "legislator”
means a legislator who is a "candidate," as defined by RCW 42.17. 020,
for any public office.

(3) Aviolation of this section constitutes use of the facilities
of a public office for the purpose of assisting a canpaign under RCW
42.52. 180.

(4) The house of representatives and senate shall specifically
[imt expenditures per nmenber for the total cost of mailings. Those
costs include, but are not limted to, production costs, printing
costs, and postage costs. The limts inposed under this subsection
apply only to the total expenditures on nailings per nenber and not to
any categorical cost within the total

(5) For purposes of this section, persons residing outside the
| egislative district represented by the legislator are not considered
to be constituents, but students, mlitary personnel, or others
tenporarily enpl oyed outside of the district who normally reside in the
district are considered to be constituents.

Sec. 32. RCW27.12.355 and 1987 ¢ 138 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a rural county library district,
island library district, or intercounty rural library district my
W thdraw areas fromits boundaries, or reannex areas into the library
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district that previously had been withdrawmm fromthe library district
under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a)
Adoption of a resolution by the board of trustees requesting the
wi t hdrawal and finding that, in the opinion of the board, inclusion of
this area within the library district will result in a reduction of the
district's tax levy rate under the provisions of RCW84.52.010; and (b)
adoption of a resolution by the city or town council approving the

withdrawal, if the area is |ocated within the city or town, or adoption
of a resolution by the county legislative authority of the county
within which the area is |ocated approving the wwthdrawal, if the area

is located outside of a city or town. A withdrawal shall be effective
at the end of the day on the thirty-first day of Decenber in the year
in which the resolutions are adopted, but for purposes of establishing
boundaries for property tax purposes, the boundaries shall be
establ i shed i medi ately upon the adoption of the second resol ution.

The authority of an area to be withdrawn froma library district as
provi ded under this section is in addition, and not subject, to the
provi sions of RCW27.12. 380.

The wi t hdrawal of an area fromthe boundaries of a library district
shall not exenpt any property therein fromtaxation for the purpose of
payi ng the costs of redeem ng any indebtedness of the library district
existing at the time of the w thdrawal.

(3) An area that has been withdrawn from the boundaries of a
library district under this section may be reannexed into the library
district upon: (a) Adoption of a resolution by the board of trustees
proposi ng the reannexation; and (b) adoption of a resolution by the
city or town council approving the reannexation, if the area is | ocated
wWithin the city or town, or adoption of a resolution by the county
| egi slative authority of the county wthin which the area is |ocated
approving the reannexation, if the area is |ocated outside of a city or
town. The reannexation shall be effective at the end of the day on the
thirty-first day of Decenber in the year in which the adoption of the
second resolution occurs, but for purposes of establishing boundaries
for property tax purposes, the boundaries shall be established
i mredi ately upon the adoption of the second resolution. Ref er endum
action on the proposed reannexation may be taken by the voters of the
area proposed to be reannexed if a petition calling for a referendumis
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filed wwth the city or town council, or county |egislative authority,
within athirty-day period after the adoption of the second resol ution,
which petition has been signed by registered voters of the area
proposed to be reannexed equal in nunber to ten percent of the tota
nunber of the registered voters residing in that area.

If a valid petition signed by the requisite nunber of registered
voters has been so filed, the effect of the resolutions shall be held
in abeyance and a ballot proposition to authorize the reannexation
shall be submtted to the voters of the area at the next special
el ection date specified in RCW 29.13.020 that occurs ((ferty—+Hve))
fifty-two or nore days after the petitions have been validated.
Approval of the ballot proposition authorizing the reannexation by a
sinple majority vote shall authorize the reannexation.

Sec. 33. RCW 27.12.370 and 1982 c¢ 123 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county | egislative authority or authorities shall by resolution
call a special election to be held in such city or town at the next
date provided in RCW29.13.010 but not |less than ((ferty—+ive)) fifty-
two days from the date of the declaration of such finding, and shal
cause notice of such election to be given as provided for in RCW
29. 27. 080.

The el ection on the annexation of the city or town into the library
district shall be conducted by the auditor of the county or counties in
which the city or town is located in accordance with the general
el ection laws of the state and the results thereof shall be canvassed
by the canvassing board of the county or counties. No person shall be
entitled to vote at such election unless he or she is registered to
vote in said city or town for at least thirty days preceding the date
of the election. The ballot proposition shall be in substantially the
followng form

"Shall thecity or townof ... ... be annexed to and be
apartof...... library district?
YES m]
NO o"

If a majority of the persons voting on the proposition shall vote
in favor thereof, the city or town shall thereupon be annexed and shal
be a part of such library district.
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Sec. 34. RCW35.06.070 and 1994 ¢ 81 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

A ball ot proposition authorizing an advancenent in classification
of a town to a second class city shall be submtted to the voters of
the town if either: (1) Petitions proposing the advancenent are
submtted to the town clerk that have been signed by voters of the town
equal in nunber to at l|east ten percent of the voters of the town
voting at the last nunicipal general election; or (2) the town counci
adopts a resolution proposing the advancenent. The clerk shal
imedi ately forward the petitions to the county auditor who shal
review the signatures and certify the sufficiency of the petitions.

A bal l ot proposition authorizing an advancenent shall be submtted
to the towm voters at the next municipal general election occurring
((ferty—+ive)) fifty-two or nore days after the petitions are submtted
if the county auditor certifies the petitions as having sufficient
valid signatures. The town shall be advanced to a second class city if
the ballot proposition is approved by a sinple majority vote, effective
when the corporation is actually reorgani zed and the new officers are
el ected and qualified. The county auditor shall notify the secretary
of state if the advancenent of a town to a second class city is
approved.

Sec. 35. RCW 35.13.1821 and 1998 c 286 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The annexation ordi nance provided for in RCW 35.13.182 is subject
to referendum for forty-five days after its passage. Upon the filing
of a tinmely and sufficient referendum petition with the |egislative
body, signed by qualified electors in nunber equal to not | ess than ten
percent of the votes cast in the last general state election in the
area to be annexed, the question of annexation shall be submtted to
the voters of the area in a general election if one is to be held
within ninety days or at a special election called for that purpose not
| ess than ((ferty—+Hve)) fifty-two days nor nore than ninety days after
the filing of the referendumpetition. Notice of the election shall be
given as provided in RCW35.13.080 and the el ection shall be conducted
as provided in the general election |aw The annexation shall be
deened approved by the voters unless a majority of the votes cast on
the proposition are in opposition thereto.
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After the expiration of the forty-fifth day from but excluding the
date of passage of the annexation ordinance, if no tinely and
sufficient referendum petition has been filed, the area annexed shal
becone a part of the city or town upon the date fixed in the ordi nance
of annexati on.

Sec. 36. RCW35.61.360 and 1987 c¢c 138 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a netropolitan park district may
wi thdraw areas from its boundaries, or reannex areas into the
nmetropolitan park district that previously had been withdrawn fromthe
metropolitan park district under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a)
Adoption of a resolution by the park district conm ssioners requesting
the wthdrawal and finding that, in the opinion of the conm ssioners,
inclusion of this area within the netropolitan park district wll
result in a reduction of the district's tax levy rate under the
provi sions of RCW 84.52.010; and (b) adoption of a resolution by the
city or town council approving the withdrawal, if the area is |ocated
within the city or town, or adoption of a resolution by the county
| egi slative authority of the county within which the area is |ocated
approving the withdrawal, if the area is |located outside of a city or
t own. A withdrawal shall be effective at the end of the day on the
thirty-first day of Decenber in the year in which the resolutions are
adopted, but for purposes of establishing boundaries for property tax
pur poses, the boundaries shall be established imediately upon the
adoption of the second resol ution.

The withdrawal of an area from the boundaries of a netropolitan
park district shall not exenpt any property therein fromtaxation for
t he purpose of paying the costs of redeem ng any indebtedness of the
metropolitan park district existing at the tinme of the w thdrawal.

(3) An area that has been wthdrawn from the boundaries of a
nmetropolitan park district under this section nay be reannexed into the
metropolitan park district upon: (a) Adoption of a resolution by the
park district comm ssioners proposing the reannexation; and (b)
adoption of a resolution by the city or town council approving the
reannexation, if the area is l|located within the city or town, or
adoption of a resolution by the county legislative authority of the
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county within which the area is |ocated approving the reannexation, if
the area is located outside of a city or towmn. The reannexation shal
be effective at the end of the day on the thirty-first day of Decenber
in the year in which the adoption of the second resolution occurs, but
for purposes of establishing boundaries for property tax purposes, the
boundaries shall be established innmediately upon the adoption of the
second resolution. Referendum action on the proposed reannexati on nmay
be taken by the voters of the area proposed to be reannexed if a
petition calling for a referendum is filed with the city or town
council, or county legislative authority, wthin a thirty-day period
after the adoption of the second resolution, which petition has been
signed by registered voters of the area proposed to be reannexed equal
in nunber to ten percent of the total nunmber of the registered voters
residing in that area.

If a valid petition signed by the requisite nunber of registered
voters has been so filed, the effect of the resolutions shall be held
in abeyance and a ballot proposition to authorize the reannexation
shall be submtted to the voters of the area at the next special
el ection date specified in RCW 29.13.020 that occurs ((ferty—++ve))
fifty-two or nore days after the petitions have been validated.
Approval of the ballot proposition authorizing the reannexation by a
sinple majority vote shall authorize the reannexation.

Sec. 37. RCW35A 14.299 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 s 35A.14.299 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Such annexation ordi nance as provided for in RCW 35A. 14. 297 shal
be subject to referendumfor forty-five days after the passage thereof.
Upon the filing of atinely and sufficient referendumpetition with the
| egi sl ative body, signed by qualified electors in nunber equal to not
less than ten percent of the votes cast in the |ast general state
election in the area to be annexed, the question of annexation shall be
submtted to the voters of such area in a general electionif oneis to
be held within ninety days or at a special election called for that
purpose not less than ((ferty-—+Hve)) fifty-two days nor nore than
ninety days after the filing of the referendum petition. Noti ce of
such election shall be given as provided in RCW 35A 14.070 and the
election shall be conducted as provided in RCW ((35A14-060))
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35A. 29. 151. The annexation shall be deenmed approved by the voters
unless a mgjority of the votes cast on the proposition are in
opposition thereto.

After the expiration of the forty-fifth day from but excluding the
date of passage of the annexation ordinance, if no tinely and
sufficient referendum petition has been filed, the area annexed shal
becone a part of the code city upon the date fixed in the ordi nance of
annexati on. From and after such date, if the ordinance so provided,
property in the annexed area shall be subject to the proposed zoning
regul ation prepared and filed for such area as provided in RCW
35A.14. 330 and 35A.14.340. |If the ordinance so provided, all property
within the area annexed shall be assessed and taxed at the sane rate
and on the sane basis as the property of such annexing code city is
assessed and taxed to pay for any then outstandi ng i ndebtedness of such
city contracted prior to, or existing at, the date of annexati on.

Sec. 38. RCW 36.93.030 and 1991 c¢ 363 s 91 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) There is ((hereby)) created and established in each county with
a population of two hundred ten thousand or nore a board to be known
and designated as a "boundary review board((%))."

(2) A boundary review board may be created and established in any
other county in the follow ng manner:

(a) The county legislative authority may, by majority vote, adopt
a resol ution establishing a boundary review board; or

(b) A petition seeking establishnment of a boundary review board
signed by qualified electors residing in the county equal in nunber to
at least five percent of the votes cast in the county at the |ast
county general election may be filed with the county auditor.

Upon the filing of such a petition, the county auditor shall
exam ne the sane and certify to the sufficiency of the signatures
thereon. No person may wi thdraw his or her nane froma petition after
it has been filed with the auditor. Wthin thirty days after the
filing of such petition, the county auditor shall transmt the same to
the county legislative authority, together with his or her certificate
of sufficiency.

After receipt of a valid petition for the establishnent of a
boundary review board, the county l|egislative authority shall submt

p. 29 HB 1431



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

t he question of whether a boundary review board should be established
to the electorate at the next county prinmary or county general election
whi ch occurs nore than ((ferty—+ive)) fifty-two days from the date of
receipt of the petition. Notice of the election shall be given as
provided in RCW 29.27.080 and shall include a clear statenent of the
proposal to be submtted.

If a majority of the persons voting on the proposition shall vote
in favor of the establishnent of the boundary review board, such board
shal | thereupon be deened established.

Sec. 39. RCW52.02.080 and 1989 ¢ 63 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The election on the formation of the district and to elect the
initial fire comm ssioners shall be conducted by the election officials
of the county or counties in which the proposed district is located in
accordance with the general election laws of the state. This election
shall be held at the next general election date, as specified under RCW
29.13. 020, that occurs ((ferty-—+t+ve)) fifty-two or nore days after the
date of the action by the boundary review board, or county |egislative
authority or authorities, approving the proposal.

Sec. 40. RCW52.04.056 and 1989 ¢ 63 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a fire protection district may
w thdraw areas from its boundaries, or reannex areas into the fire
protection district that previously had been wthdrawn from the fire
protection district under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a)
Adoption of a resolution by the board of fire conm ssioners requesting
the withdrawal and finding that, in the opinion of the board, inclusion
of this area wthin the fire protection district wll result in a
reduction of the district's tax levy rate under the provisions of RCW
84.52.010; and (b) adoption of a resolution by the city or town counci
approving the withdrawal, if the area is located within the city or
town, or adoption of a resolution by the county |egislative authority
or authorities of the county or counties within which the area is
| ocated approving the withdrawal, if the area is |located outside of a
city or town. A withdrawal shall be effective at the end of the day on
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the thirty-first day of Decenber in the year in which the resolutions
are adopted, but for purposes of establishing boundaries for property
t ax purposes, the boundaries shall be established i medi ately upon the
adoption of the second resol ution.

The authority of an area to be withdrawn from a fire protection
district as provided under this section is in addition, and not
subject, to the provisions of RCW52.04. 101.

The wi t hdrawal of an area fromthe boundaries of a fire protection
district shall not exenpt any property therein from taxation for the
pur pose of paying the costs of redeem ng any indebtedness of the fire
protection district existing at the tine of the w thdrawal.

(3) An area that has been withdrawn from the boundaries of a fire
protection district under this section may be reannexed into the fire
protection district upon: (a) Adoption of a resolution by the board of
fire conm ssioners proposing the reannexation; and (b) adoption of a
resolution by the city or town council approving the reannexation, if
the area is located within the city or town, or adoption of a
resolution by the county |egislative authority or authorities of the
county or counties within which the area is |ocated approving the
reannexation, if the area is located outside of a city or town. The
reannexation shall be effective at the end of the day on the thirty-
first day of Decenber in the year in which the adoption of the second
resolution occurs, but for purposes of establishing boundaries for
property tax purposes, the boundaries shall be established i mediately
upon the adoption of the second resol ution. Ref erendum acti on on the
proposed reannexation nay be taken by the voters of the area proposed
to be reannexed if a petition calling for a referendumis filed with
the city or town council, or county legislative authority or
authorities, within a thirty-day period after the adoption of the
second resol ution, which petition has been signed by registered voters
of the area proposed to be reannexed equal in nunber to ten percent of
the total nunber of the registered voters residing in that area.

If a valid petition signed by the requisite nunber of registered
voters has been so filed, the effect of the resolutions shall be held
in abeyance and a ballot proposition to authorize the reannexation
shall be submtted to the voters of the area at the next special
el ection date specified in RCW 29.13.020 that occurs ((ferty—+ive))
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fifty-two or nore days after the petitions have been validated.
Approval of the ballot proposition authorizing the reannexation by a
sinple majority vote shall authorize the reannexation.

Sec. 41. RCW 52.04.071 and 1984 c¢ 230 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county | egislative authority or authorities shall by resolution
call a special election to be held in the city or town and in the fire
protection district at the next date provided in RCW29.13.010 but not
less than ((ferty-—++ve)) fifty-two days from the date of the
declaration of the finding, and shall cause notice of the election to
be given as provided for in RCW29.27.080.

The election on the annexation of the city or town into the fire
protection district shall be conducted by the auditor of the county or
counties in which the city or town and the fire protection district are
| ocated i n accordance with the general election |laws of the state. The
results thereof shall be canvassed by the canvassing board of the
county or counties. No person is entitled to vote at the election
unl ess he or she is a qualified elector in the city or town or unless
he or she is a qualified elector within the boundaries of the fire
protection district. The ballot proposition shall be in substantially
the followi ng form

"Shall the city or town of . . . . . . be annexed to and be a part
of . . . . . . fire protection district?

YES .

NO

If a majority of the persons voting on the proposition in the city
or town and a majority of the persons voting on the proposition in the
fire protection district vote in favor thereof, the city or town shal
be annexed and shall be a part of the fire protection district.

Sec. 42. RCW53.04.110 and 1998 ¢ 240 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any port district now existing or which may hereafter be organi zed
under the laws of the state of Wshington is hereby authorized to
change its corporate nane under the following conditions and in the
fol | om ng manner:
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(1) On presentation, at |east ((foerty—+ive)) fifty-two days before
any general port election to be held in the port district, of a

petition to the conm ssioners of any port district now existing or
which may hereafter be established under the laws of the state of
Washi ngton, signed by at least ten percent of the total nunber of
voters of the port district who voted at the | ast general port el ection
and asking that the corporate nane of the port district be changed, it
shall be the duty of the comm ssioners to submt to the voters of the
port district the proposition as to whether the corporate nane of the
port shall be changed. The proposition shall be submtted at the next
general port election.

(2) The petition shall contain the present corporate nane of the
port district and the corporate nane which is proposed to be given to
the port district.

(3) On submtting the proposition to the voters of the port
district it shall be the duty of the port conm ssioners to cause to be
printed on the official ballot used at the election the follow ng
proposi tion:

"Shall the corporate name, 'Portof . . .. .. ' be
changedto'Portof ......... e YES

"Shall the corporate name, 'Portof . . .. .. ' be
changedto'Portof ......... P NO"

(4) At the tine when the returns of the general election shall be
canvassed by the comm ssioners of the port district, it shall be the
duty of the conm ssioners to canvass the vote upon the proposition so
submtted, recording in their record the result of the canvass.

(5) Should a majority of the registered voters of the port district
voting at the general port election vote in favor of the proposition it
shall be the duty of the port conm ssioners to certify the fact to the
auditor of the county in which the port district shall be situated and
to the secretary of state of the state of Washi ngton, under the seal of
the port district. On and after the filing of the certificate with the
county auditor as aforesaid and with the secretary of state of the
state of Washington, the corporate nanme of the port district shall be
changed, and thenceforth the port district shall be known and
designated in accordance therewth.
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Sec. 43. RCW 54.08.010 and 1985 c¢ 469 s 55 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At any general election held in an even-nunbered year, the county
| egi sl ative authority of any county in this state may, or, on petition
of ten percent of the qualified electors of the county based on the
total vote cast in the last general county election held in an even-

nunbered year, shall, by resolution, submt to the voters of the county
the proposition of creating a public utility district which shall be
coextensive with the limts of the county as now or hereafter

established. A form of petition for the creation of a public utility
district shall be submtted to the county auditor wthin ten nonths
prior to the election at which the proposition is to be submtted to
the voters. Petitions shall be filed with the county auditor not |ess
than four nonths before the election and the county auditor shall
within thirty days exam ne the signatures thereof and certify to the
sufficiency or insufficiency thereof. |If the petition be found to be
insufficient, it shall be returned to the persons filing the sanme, who
may anmend or add nanmes thereto for ten days, when the same shall be
returned to the county auditor, who shall have an additional fifteen
days to exam ne the sane and attach his certificate thereto. No person
having signed the petition shall be allowed to withdraw his nane
therefrom after the filing of the same with the county auditor:
PROVI DED, That each signature shall be dated and that no signature
dated prior to the date on which the formof petition was submtted to
the county auditor shall be valid. Whenever the petition shall be
certified to as sufficient, the county auditor shall forthwith transmt
the sane, together wth his certificate of sufficiency attached
thereto, to the county legislative authority which shall submt the
proposition to the voters of the county at the next general election in
an even-nunbered year occurring ((ferty—+ive)) fifty-two days after
subm ssion of the proposition to the legislative authority. The notice
of the election shall state the boundaries of the proposed public

utility district and the object of such election, and shall in other
respects conformto the requirenents of the general |aws of the state
of WAshi ngton, governing the tinme and manner of holding elections. In

submtting the question to the voters for their approval or rejection,
the proposition shall be expressed on the ballot substantially in the
foll owi ng terns:
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Public Utility District No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . YES O
Public Uility District No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NOO

Any petition for the formation of a public utility district may
describe a less area than the entire county in which the petition is
filed, the boundaries of which shall follow the then existing precinct
boundari es and not divide any voting precinct; and in the event that
such a petition is filed the county legislative authority shall fix a
date for a hearing on such petition, and shall publish the petition
w thout the signatures thereto appended, for two weeks prior to the
date of the hearing, together with a notice stating the tinme of the
meeting when the petition will be heard. The publication, and all
ot her publications required by chapter 1, Laws of 1931, shall be in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the district is
situated. The hearing on the petition may be adjourned fromtine to
tinme, not exceeding four weeks in all. |If upon the final hearing the
county legislative authority shall find that any |ands have been
unjustly or inproperly included wthin the proposed public utility
district and will not be benefited by inclusion therein, it shall
change and fix the boundary lines in such manner as it shall deem
reasonable and just and conducive to the public welfare and
conveni ence, and nmake and enter an order establishing and defining the
boundary |ines of the proposed public utility district: PROVIDED, That
no | ands shall be included within the boundaries so fixed |ying outside
the boundaries described in the petition, except upon the witten
request of the owners of those lands. Thereafter the sanme procedure
shall be followed as prescribed in this chapter for the formation of a
public utility district including an entire county, except that the
petition and election shall be confined solely to the |esser public
utility district.

No public utility district created after Septenber 1, 1979, shal
include any other public wutility district wthin its boundaries:
PROVI DED, That this paragraph shall not alter, anmend, or nodify
provi sions of chapter 54.32 RCW

Sec. 44. RCW 54.08.070 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 240 s 2 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

Any district which does not own or operate electric facilities for
t he generation, transm ssion or distribution of electric power on March
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25, 1969, or any district which hereafter does not construct or acquire
such electric facilities within ten years of its creation, shall not
construct or acquire any such electric facilities w thout the approval
of such proposal by the voters of such district: PROVI DED, That a
district shall have the power to construct or acquire electric
facilities within ten years followng its creation by action of its
comm ssion w thout voter approval of such action.

At any general election held in an even-nunbered year, the proposal
to construct or acquire electric facilities may be submtted to the
voters of the district by resolution of the public utility district
comm ssion or shall be submtted to the voters of the district by the
county legislative authority on petition of ten percent of the
qualified electors of such district, based on the total vote cast in
the |l ast general county election held in an even-nunbered year. A form
of petition for the construction or acquisition of electric facilities
by the public utility district shall be submtted to the county auditor
within ten nonths prior to the el ection at which such propositionis to
be submtted to the voters. Petitions shall be filed with the county
auditor not | ess than four nonths before such election and the county
auditor shall within thirty days exam ne the signatures thereof and
certify to the sufficiency or insufficiency thereof. |[If such petition
is found to be insufficient, it shall be returned to the persons filing
the sane, who may anend and add nanmes thereto for ten days, when the
sane shall be returned to the county auditor, who shall have an
additional fifteen days to exam ne the sane and attach his certificate
t hereto. No person having signed such petition shall be allowed to
wi thdraw his nane therefrom after the filing of the sane with the
county auditor: PROVIDED, That each signature shall be dated and that
no signature dated prior to the date on which the formof petition was
submtted to the county auditor shall be valid. Wenever such petition
shall be certified to as sufficient, the county auditor shall forthwith
transmt the same, together with his certificate of sufficiency
attached thereto, to the county legislative authority which shall
submt such proposition to the voters of said district at the next
general election in an even-nunbered year occurring ((ferty—+ive))
fifty-two days after subm ssion of the proposition to said |egislative
authority. The notice of the election shall state the object of such
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el ection, and shall in other respects conformto the requirenents of
the general |aws of Wshington, governing the time and manner of
hol di ng el ecti ons.

The proposal submitted to the voters for their approval or
rejection, shall be expressed on the ballot substantially in the
follow ng terns:

Shall Public Uility Dstrict No. . . . . of . . . . . . County
construct or acquire electric facilities for the generation,
transm ssion or distribution of electric power?

Yes [ONo O

Wthin ten days after such election, the election board of the
county shall canvass the returns, and if at such election a mgjority of
the voters voting on such proposition shall vote in favor of such
construction or acquisition of electric facilities, the district shal
be authorized to construct or acquire electric facilities.

Sec. 45. RCW57.04.050 and 1999 ¢ 153 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Upon entry of the findings of the final hearing on the petition if
one or nore county legislative authorities find that the proposed
district wll be conducive to the public health, welfare, and
convenience and will benefit the land therein, they shall present a
resolution to the county auditor calling for a special election to be
held at a date specified under RCW 29.13.020, that occurs ((ferty—
Hwve)) fifty-two or nore days after the resolution is presented, at
whi ch a bal |l ot proposition authorizing the district to be created shal
be submtted to voters for their approval or rejection. The
comm ssioners shall cause to be published a notice of the election for
four successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the
proposed district, which notice shall state the hours during which the
polls will be open, the boundaries of the district as finally adopted
and the object of the election, and the notice shall al so be posted ten
days in ten public places in the proposed district. The district shal
be created if the ballot proposition authorizing the district to be
created is approved by a mmpjority of the voters voting on the
proposi tion.

A separate ball ot proposition authorizing the district, if created,
to i npose a single-year excess levy for the prelimnary expenses of the
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district shall be submtted to voters for their approval or rejection
at the sane special election, if the petition to create the district
al so proposed that a ballot proposition authorizing an excess |evy be
submtted to voters for their approval or rejection. The excess |evy
shal | be proposed in the anbunt specified in the petition to create the
district, not to exceed one dollar and twenty-five cents per thousand
dollars of assessed value, and may only be submtted to voters for
their approval or rejection if the special election is held in
February, March, April, or ((Mwy)) Septenber. The proposition to be
effective nust be approved in the manner set forth in Article VI,
section 2(a) of the state Constitution.

Sec. 46. RCW70.44.235 and 1987 c 138 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a public hospital district my
W thdraw areas from its boundaries, or reannex areas into the public
hospital district that previously had been withdrawn from the public
hospital district under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a)
Adoption of a resolution by the hospital district conm ssioners
requesting the wthdrawal and finding that, in the opinion of the
comm ssioners, inclusion of this area within the public hospital
district will result in a reduction of the district's tax levy rate
under the provisions of RCW84.52.010; and (b) adoption of a resol ution
by the city or town council approving the withdrawal, if the area is

| ocated within the city or town, or adoption of a resolution by the
county legislative authority of the county within which the area is
| ocated approving the withdrawal, if the area is |located outside of a
city or town. A withdrawal shall be effective at the end of the day on
the thirty-first day of Decenber in the year in which the resolutions
are adopted, but for purposes of establishing boundaries for property
tax purposes, the boundaries shall be established i medi ately upon the
adoption of the second resol ution.

The wi thdrawal of an area fromthe boundaries of a public hospital
district shall not exenpt any property therein from taxation for the
pur pose of paying the costs of redeem ng any i ndebtedness of the public
hospital district existing at the tinme of the w thdrawal.
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(3) An area that has been withdrawn fromthe boundaries of a public
hospital district under this section nmay be reannexed into the public
hospital district upon: (a) Adoption of a resolution by the hospital
district comm ssioners proposing the reannexation; and (b) adoption of
a resolution by the city or town council approving the reannexation, if
the area is located within the city or town, or adoption of a
resolution by the county legislative authority of the county wthin
which the area is |located approving the reannexation, if the area is
| ocated outside of a city or town. The reannexation shall be effective
at the end of the day on the thirty-first day of Decenber in the year
i n which the adoption of the second resol ution occurs, but for purposes
of establishing boundaries for property tax purposes, the boundaries
shall be established imediately upon the adoption of the second

resol ution. Ref erendum action on the proposed reannexation nmay be
taken by the voters of the area proposed to be reannexed if a petition
calling for a referendumis filed with the city or town council, or

county legislative authority, within a thirty-day period after the
adoption of the second resolution, which petition has been signed by
regi stered voters of the area proposed to be reannexed equal in nunber
to ten percent of the total nunber of the registered voters residing in
t hat area.

If a valid petition signed by the requisite nunber of registered
voters has been so filed, the effect of the resolutions shall be held
in abeyance and a ballot proposition to authorize the reannexation
shall be submtted to the voters of the area at the next special
election date specified in RCW 29.13.020 that occurs ((ferty—+F+ve))
fifty-two or nore days after the petitions have been validated.
Approval of the ballot proposition authorizing the reannexation by a
sinple majority vote shall authorize the reannexation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 47. RCW29.01.160 (Septenber primry) and 1965
c 9 s 29.01.160 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 48. This act takes effect January 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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