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HOUSE BI LL 1550

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Linville, Arnstrong, Haigh, Buck, Schual-Berke,
McDermott and Conway

Read first tinme 01/29/2003. Referred to Conmttee on State
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to ensuring that regulatory information and
assistance is available to Washington citizens through an office of
regul atory assistance; anending RCW 43.42.005, 43.42.010, 43.42.030,
43.42. 040, 43.131.401, and 43.131.402; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.42.005 and 2002 ¢ 153 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that the health and safety of its
citizens, natural resources, and the environnent are vital interests of
the state that nust be protected to preserve the state's quality of
life. The legislature also finds that the state's econom c well -being
is a vital interest that depends upon the developnent of fair,
coordinated environnmental permtting processes that ensure that the
state not only protects natural resources but also encourages
appropriate activities that stinulate growh and devel opnent. The
| egi slature further finds that Washington's environnental protection
prograns have established strict standards to reduce pollution and
protect public health and safety and the environnent.
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(2) The legislature also finds that, as the nunber of environnental
and land use |laws have grown in Washington, so have the nunber of
permts required of business and governnment. The increasing nunber of
i ndi vidual permts and permt agencies has generated the potential for
conflict, overlap, and duplication anong various state, |ocal, and
federal permts. Lack of coordination in the processing of project
applications nmay cause costly delays and frustration to applicants.

(3) The legislature further finds that not all project applicants
require the sanme type of assistance. Applicants with small projects
may nerely need information about I|ocal and state permts and
assistance in applying for those permts, while internediate-sized
projects may require a facilitated permt process, and |arge conplex
projects may need extensive coordination anong local, state, and
federal agencies and tribal governnents.

(4) The leqgislature further finds that persons doing business in
Washi ngton state should have access to appropriate information
regarding state requlations, permt requirenents, and agency rule-
maki ng processes.

(5) The legislature, therefore, finds that a range of assistance
and coordi nati on options should be avail able to project applicants from
a state office independent of any local, state, or federal permt
agency. The legislature finds that citizens, businesses, and project
applicants should be provided wth:

(a) A reliable and consolidated source of information concerning
federal, state, and local environnental and l|and use |aws and
procedures that may apply to any given project;

(b) Facilitated interagency forunms for discussion of significant
issues related to the nultiple permtting processes if needed for sone
proj ect applicants; and

(c) Active coordination of all applicable regulatory and | and use
permtting procedures if needed for sonme project applicants.

((65))) (6) The legislature declares that the purpose of this
chapter is to transfer the existing permt assistance center in the
departnent of ecology to a new office of permt assistance in the
of fice of financial managenent to:

(a) Assure that citizens, businesses, and project applicants wll
continue to be provided wth vital information regardi ng environnent al
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and | and use laws and with assistance in conplying with environnmental
and | and use |l aws to pronote understandi ng of these | aws and to protect
public health and safety and the environnent;

(b) Ensure that facilitation of project permt decisions by permt
agenci es pronotes both process efficiency and environnental protection;

(c) Allow for coordination of permt processing for |arge projects
upon project applicants' request and at project applicants' expense to
pronote efficiency, ensure certainty, and avoid conflicts anong permt
agenci es; and

(d) Provide these services through an office independent of any
permt agency to ensure that any potential or perceived conflicts of
interest related to providing these services or maki ng permt decisions
can be avoi ded.

((66))) (7) The leqgislature also declares that the purpose of this

chapter is to provide citizens of the state with access to i nfornation

regarding state requlations, permt requirenents, and agency rule-
maki ng processes in Washi ngton state.
(8 The legislature intends that establishing an office of

((permt)) requlatory assistance will provide these services wthout
abrogating or limting the authority of any permt agency to nake
decisions on permts that it issues. The |legislature therefore

decl ares that the office of ((permt)) regulatory assistance shall have
authority to provide these services but shall not have any authority to
make deci sions on permts.

Sec. 2. RCW43.42.010 and 2002 ¢ 153 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The office of ((permt)) regulatory assistance is created in
the office of financial managenent and shall be adm nistered by the
office of the governor to assist citizens, businesses, and project
appl i cants.

(2) The office shall

(a) Maintain and furnish information as provided in RCW43. 42. 040;

(b) Furnish facilitation as provided in RCW43. 42. 050;

(c) Furnish coordination as provided in RCW43. 42. 060;

(d) Coordinate cost reinbursenment as provided in RCW43. 42. 070;

(e) Wrk with state agencies and | ocal governnents to continue to
devel op a range of permt assistance options for project applicants;
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(f) Review initiatives developed by the transportation permt
efficiency and accountability commttee established in chapter 47.06C
RCW and determne if any would be beneficial if inplenmented for other
types of projects;

(g) Work to develop informal processes for dispute resolution
bet ween agencies and permt applicants;

(h) Conduct customer surveys to evaluate its effectiveness; and

(1) Provide the followi ng biennial reports to the governor and the
appropriate conmttees of the |egislature:

(1) A performance report, based on the custonmer surveys required in
(h) of this subsection;

(1i) A report on any statutory or regulatory conflicts identified
by the office in the course of its duties that arise from differing
| egal authorities and roles of agencies and how these were resol ved.
The report may include recomendations to the legislature and to
agenci es; and

(tit) A report regarding use of outside independent consultants
under RCW 43.42.070, including the nature and anount of work perforned
and inplenentation of requirenents relating to costs.

(3) Adirector of the office shall be hired no later than June 1,
2003.

(4) The office shall give priority to furnishing assistance to
smal | projects when expendi ng general fund noneys allocated to it.

Sec. 3. RCW43.42.030 and 2002 ¢ 153 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Ofice" neans the office of ((permt)) requlatory assistance
in the office of financial managenment established in RCW43.42.010.

(2) "Permt" neans any permt, certificate, use authorization, or
ot her form of governmental approval required in order to construct or
operate a project in the state of Wshi ngton.

(3) "Permt agency" neans any state or |ocal agency authorized by
law to issue permts.

(4) "Project” neans any activity, the conduct of which requires a
permt or permts fromone or nore pernmt agencies.
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(5) "Project applicant” nmeans a citizen, business, or any entity
seeking a permt or permts in the state of Washi ngton.

Sec. 4. RCW43.42.040 and 2002 ¢ 153 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The office shall assist citizens, businesses, and project
applicants by maintaining and furnishing information, including, but
not limted to:

(1) To the extent possible, conpiling and periodically updating one
or nore handbooks containing lists and explanations of permt |aws,
including all relevant local, state, federal, and tribal |aws. I n
providing this information, the office shall seek the cooperation of
relevant | ocal, state, and federal agencies and tribal governnents;

(2) Establishing and providing notice of a point of contact for
obtai ning information;

(3) Working closely and cooperatively with the business |icense
center in providing efficient and nonduplicative service;

(4) Collecting and nmaki ng avail able information regarding federal,
state, local, and tribal governnent prograns that rely on private
prof essi onal expertise to assist agencies in project permt review, and

(5) Developing a call center and a web site. The office shall
coordinate anong state agencies to develop an office web site that is
linked through the office of the governor's web site and that contains

information regarding requlatory requirenents for businesses and
citizens in Washington state. At a mninmum the web site shall provide
information or links to information on:

(a) Federal, state, and local rule-making processes and permt
requi renents applicable to WAshi ngton businesses and citizens;

(b) Federal, state, and local licenses, pernits, and approvals
necessary to start and operate a business or develop real property in
VWashi ngt on;

(c) State and local building codes;

(d) Federal, state, and |ocal econonm c devel opnent prograns that
may be available to businesses in Washington; and

(e) State and local agencies reqgulating or providing assistance to

citizens and businesses operating a business or developing real
property in Washi ngt on.
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Sec.

The foll ow ng

5. RCW 43.131.401 and 2002 c 153 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The office of ((permt)) requlatory assistance established in RCW
43.42.010 and its powers and duties shall be term nated June 30, 2007,
as provided in RCW43. 131. 402.

0. RCW 43. 131. 402 and 2002 ¢ 153 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

anended, are each

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.
RCW 43.

42.
42.
42.
42.
42.
42.
42.
42.

acts or
repeal ed, effective June 30, 2008:

005
010
020
030
040
050
060
070

and
and
and
and
and
and
and
and

parts of acts, as now existing or hereafter

section 1 of this act & 2002 ¢ 153

n
L

section 2 of this act & 2002 ¢ 153 s 2;

2002 ¢ 153 s 3;
section 3 of this act & 2002 ¢ 153

n
&

section 4 of this act & 2002 ¢ 153 s 5;

2002 ¢ 153 s 6;
2002 ¢ 153 s 7;
2002 ¢ 153 s 8;

((Section 9 of this act;

£16))) RCW43.42.905 and 2002 c 153 s 10;

((+)) (10) RCW43.42.900 and 2002 c¢ 153 s 11; and
((£22)1)) (11) RCW43.42.901 and 2002 c 153 s 12.

NEW SECTI O\

support

Sec.
i mredi ate preservation of

7.

Section 2 of this act is necessary for the
the public peace, health, or safety, or

of the state governnent and its existing public institutions,

and t akes effect
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