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 1 AN ACT Relating to providing financial assistance to counties and
 2 cities; and creating a new section.

 3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

 4 NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  It is the intent of the legislature to
 5 provide local communities more tools to choose their level of public
 6 services and taxes.  The legislature recognizes that communities around
 7 the state have different economic environments and one method of
 8 financing local services does not work for all communities.  It further
 9 recognizes that in some cases short-term or long-term economic changes
10 have left communities unable to fund minimum required services by
11 taxing the local economic base.  It also recognizes that some
12 communities have public safety, human service, or economic development
13 priorities that are not shared by other communities.  It is the intent
14 of the legislature to provide voters in counties and cities across the
15 state the tools to shape the destinies of their own communities and to
16 provide for local priorities.  It is further the intent of the
17 legislature to provide direct financial assistance to counties and
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 1 cities that cannot provide basic governmental services without state
 2 assistance.
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