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HOUSE BI LL 2164

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Conway, Wod and Kenney

Read first tinme 02/28/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Labor.

AN ACT Relating to the Washington nmanufacturing advisory
partnership; adding a new section to chapter 44.04 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that manufacturing
remai ns a vital conponent of the Washi ngton econony. The manufacturing
sector accounts for thirteen percent of all enploynent in Washington,
provi des sixteen percent of total wages in the state, and supports
hi gh- wage j obs. The average wage in manufacturing is routinely the
hi ghest of all major industry groups. Manuf acturing also has a
significant nmultiplier effect; every manufacturing job adds anot her one
and one-half to three jobs to the region's econony.

The legislature also recognizes that manufacturing has |ong been
subject to the ups and downs of nmarket cycles, and the pressures of an
i ncreasingly conpetitive global market. |In addition, manufacturing in
Washi ngton has suffered the effects of national and state recessions,
and soft global markets for specific products such as aircraft and
el ectroni cs. In recent years, manufacturing enploynent has decli ned.
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The consequence of this downward trend on the Washington econony is
significant by reducing personal inconme and |ocal tax revenues.

For these reasons, the legislature declares that new efforts ai ned
at revitalizing the manufacturing sector are essential. Therefore, a
col | aborative partnership of stakehol ders should be convened to direct
research and advise stakeholders on how best to revitalize the
manuf act uri ng sector.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 44.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An advisory partnership on the Washi ngt on manuf acturing sector
force is established. The partnership shall consist of eight nenbers:
One nenber from each caucus of the house of representatives, each
menber being a nenber of the house of representatives comrerce and
| abor conmmittee, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; one nenber fromeach caucus of the senate, each nenber
bei ng a nenber of the senate commerce and trade conm ttee, appointed by
the president of the senate; two nenbers representing |abor, appointed
jointly by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives, from a list of names recommended by a statew de
organi zation representing a cross-section and majority of organized
labor in the state; two nenbers representing business, appointed
jointly by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives, from a list of nanmes recommended by a statew de
organi zati on of enployers representing a majority of enployers of the
state.

(2) The manufacturing advisory partnership shall have access to and
t he assi stance of the | abor market and econom c anal ysis branch of the
enpl oynment security departnent and ot her state agencies as necessary to
performstudi es, devel op recommendati ons, and report to the |l egislature
concerning issues related to the manufacturing sector.

(3) The manufacturing advisory partnership shall study and make
findings and recommendations related to the followng aspects of
Washi ngton's manufacturing sector:

(a) The wrk force education and training needs of the
manuf acturi ng sector;

(b) The use of manufacturing skill standards to enhance work force
devel opment and human resources practices;
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(c) The activities necessary to develop regionally strategic
i ndustry clusters; and

(d) Oher issues identified by the partnership.

(4) The manufacturing advisory partnership shall report its
findings and recomendati ons to the commerce and | abor commttee of the
house of representatives and the commerce and trade conmttee of the
senate by Decenber 1 of each year.

~-- END ---
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