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HOUSE BI LL 2753

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Linville and Rockefeller

Read first tinme 01/20/2004. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to the nmanagenent of state-owned forest | and;
amendi ng RCW 79. 10. 320; creating new sections; providing an expiration
date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the nmanagenent of
the state-owned forests, including the calculation of sustainable
harvest |evels, nmust be carefully bal anced to provide econom c benefits
to the trust beneficiaries, protection to the state's natural
resources, and support to the state's rural conmunities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is created the joint |egislative
forest managenent work group to neet in the interimpreceding the 2005
| egislative session to study, investigate, and weigh the options
available to the state with regard to third-party certification of
st at e-owned forests.

(2) The work group shall examne various third-party forest
certification organi zations and standards, conduct a conparison of the
standards of the various organizations with the forest mnmanagenent
practices being utilized on the state-owned forests consistent wth
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habi tat conservation plans and the forest practice rules adopted under
the forests and fish report, examne the results of any certification
audits that have been conpleted for the state-owned forests, and
explore the costs and  Dbenefits associated wth third-party
certification of state-owned forests.

(3) The work group consists of up to twelve nenbers. The speaker
of the house of representatives shall appoint up to six nenbers from
t he house of representatives, with equal representation between the two
maj or political parties, and the president of the senate shall appoint
up to six nenbers fromthe senate, wth equal representation between
the two major political parties.

(4) Any recommendations fromthe work group nmust be reported to the
| egislature in the formof suggested legislation prior to the start of
t he 2005 | egislative session.

(5) Staff for the work group nust be provided by the office of
program research and senate commttee services.

(6) This section expires February 1, 2005.

Sec. 3. RCW 79.10.320 and 2003 c 334 s 538 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent shall nanage the state-owned |ands wunder its
jurisdiction which are primarily valuable for the purpose of grow ng
forest crops on a sustained yield basis insofar as conpatible wth
other statutory directives. To this end, the departnent shal
periodically adjust the acreages designated for inclusion in the
sust ai ned yi el d managenent program and cal cul ate a sustai nabl e harvest
level. The final sustainable harvest |evel calculated nust be adopted
by the board under the agency rul e-making requirenents of chapter 34.05
RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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