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HOUSE BI LL 3068

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Cibborn and Ronero

Read first tinme 01/27/2004. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to annexation; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The state's growth nanagenent act recogni zes
counties are the logical provider of regional services and cities are
the preferred provider of |ocal services within the urban growth area.
This delineation of service roles is neant to ensure that governnent
services are provided in an efficient and effective manner and is
reflective of the fact that cities have nore revenue tools available to
them to provide urban services than do counties. Pursuant to the
grow h rmanagenent act planning requirenents set forth in RCW
36. 70A. 110, counties are required to establish urban growh areas in
col |l aboration with cities.

In order for urban growth areas to becone part of an existing city,
counties, cities, and residents are highly reliant on one tool:
Annexat i on. Though state law provides for wvarious nethods of
annexation, there are many factors which prevent or delay annexation
from occurring.

The transition of wurban growh areas to incorporated status is
fundanental to achieving the | and use and service vision contenplated
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by the growth nmanagenent act, and enabling counties to focus on their
long-termrole as regional service provider and rural service provider.
Therefore, it is in the best interest of the state, counties, cities,
and their residents to study the progress of annexation in the key
urban counties of the state and to identify both barriers and
incentives to achieving full annexation or incorporation of the urban
areas in these counti es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Subject to legislative funding, the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent shall conduct
a study to:

(1) Detail the progress in each of the buildable |and counties to
date in achi eving annexation or incorporation of its urban growh area
since adoption of the county's county-wide planning policies to the
present tinme by docunenting:

(a) The nunber of acres annexed;

(b) The nunber of acres incorporated,

(c) The nunber of residents annexed, incorporated, and remaining in
ur ban uni ncor porated areas; and

(d) The characteristic of urban |and remai ning unincorporated in
ternms of assessed value, infrastructure deficits, service needs, |and
use, commercial devel opnent, and residential devel opnent;

(2) Determne the characteristics of remaining urban unincorporated
areas and current statutes, and estinmate when all urban unincorporated
areas in each county will be annexed or incorporated, based on the rate
of progress to date;

(3) Survey the counties to identify those obstacles which, in their
experience, slow or prohibit annexation;

(4) Survey the cities in each of the subject counties to identify
obstacles, which in their experience, slow or prohibit annexation;

(5) Survey residents of urban unincorporated areas in each of the
subject counties to identify their attitudes towards annexation or
i ncor poration;

(6) Propose possible changes to city and county taxing authority
which will serve to aid the transfer of annexation of remaining urban
growh areas in a tinmely manner;

(7) ldentify and discuss the need for funding of capital
i nprovenent projects needed to provide urban | evels of service;
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(8) Assess the role and statutory authority of the boundary review
board and how altering their role and authority mght facilitate
annexati on;

(9) Propose possible changes to growth nmanagenent or annexation
processes which will facilitate annexati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The study in section 2 of this act is not
intended to replicate the requirenents to review and eval uate growth as
set forth in RCW 36. 70A. 215.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The departnment of comrunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall report the findings and results of its study
to the Washington state senate and house of representatives commttees
on econom c devel opnent by Novenber 30, 2004. The departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnment nmay report electronically,
and shall post its report onits web site.

~-- END ---
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