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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 3094

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Representatives O nsby, Cox, Hai gh, Kagi, Priest, MCoy,
Fromhol d, Condotta, Chase, Upthegrove, Schual -Berke, Kenney and Morrel

Read first tine 01/27/2004. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to studying the expansion of high school skills
centers; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |local skills
centers provide excellent opportunities for high school students to
receive job training as part of the public educational system at no
cost to the student. The legislature further finds that students |earn
the technical know edge and skills to either gain advanced placenent in
apprenti ceshi ps, technical schools, two-year and four-year colleges and
uni versities, or go directly to entry-level enploynent in a vocation.
The legislature recognizes that these centers are extrenely val uable
tools for preparing students for future careers and supporting |oca
busi nesses and econom c devel opnent. The legislature finds that
expansion of skills centers wll benefit students, businesses, and
| ocal comunities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint legislative audit and revi ew
commttee shall conduct a study of the vocational skills centers in
Washi ngton's public K-12 educational system The review shall include:
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(a) An update on the success of skills centers in assisting high
school students prepare for future jobs, including the utilization of
centers, the types of progress offered in the centers, and the
pl acenent of students;

(b) An analysis of the annual fiscal resources available for these
skills centers, including a breakdown of federal, state, l|ocal, and
private funding;

(c) A description and analysis of any conflicts between the
resource requirenents of these skills centers and those of the schoo
districts that are part of the consortium supporting the skills
centers; and

(d) A description and anal ysis of those factors that both encourage
and discourage student enrollnments in the skills centers from
participating school districts.

(2) At a mninmum the conmmttee shall consult with local high
school skills ~center consortia, the superintendent of public
instruction, the state board for community and technical colleges, the
work force training and education coordinating board, the state
apprenticeship and training council, and the center for career and
techni cal educati on.

(3) In conducting this study, the coomttee may select a sanple of
skills centers that reflect regional differences within the state. A
report shall be submtted to the appropriate policy and fiscal
commttees of the legislature by March 15, 2005.

~-- END ---
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