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HOUSE BI LL 3094

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O nsby, Cox, Haigh, Kagi, Priest, MCoy, Fromhold,
Condotta, Chase, Upthegrove, Schual -Berke, Kenney and Morrel

Read first tine 01/27/2004. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to studying the expansion of high school skills
centers; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |local skills
centers provide excellent opportunities for high school students to
receive job training as part of the public educational system at no
cost to the student. The legislature further finds that students |earn
the technical know edge and skills to either gain advanced placenent in
apprenti ceshi ps, technical schools, two-year and four-year colleges and
uni versities, or go directly to entry-level enploynent in a vocation.
The legislature recognizes that these centers are extrenely val uable
tools for preparing students for future careers and supporting |oca
busi nesses and econom c devel opnent. The legislature finds that
expansion of skills centers wll benefit students, businesses, and
| ocal comunities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall report to the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature on the foll ow ng:
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(a) An update on the success of skills centers in assisting high
school students prepare for future jobs, including the utilization of
the centers, the types of prograns offered in the centers, and the
pl acenent of students.

(b) Recommendations to strengthen the ties between |ocal schoo
districts, skills <center <consortia, apprenticeship prograns, and
communi ty and vocational coll eges.

(c) An analysis of the operating and capital funding challenges
facing skills centers including recoomendations. Such reconmendati ons
shoul d di scuss whether the skills center program should be funded in a
simlar way to the running start program

(2) At a mninum the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall consult wth Jlocal high school skills center
consortia, the state board for community and technical colleges, the
work force training and education coordinating board, the state
apprenticeship and training council, the center for career
alternatives, the Wshington association for career and technical
education, and the Washi ngton state work force devel opnent council.

(3) The report is due to the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature on Decenber 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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