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HOUSE BI LL 3160

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Conway, Ruderman, Sinpson, G, Chase and Santos

Read first tinme 01/30/2004. Referred to Commttee on Cormerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to allow ng unenpl oynent benefits to workers in a
| abor dispute; anmending RCW 50.20.090; creating new sections; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH50.20.090 and 1988 c 83 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An individual shall be disqualified for benefits for any week
with respect to which the comm ssioner finds that the individual's
unenpl oynent is:

(a) Due to a strike at the factory, establishnment, or other
prem ses at which the individual is or was | ast enpl oyed; or

(b) Due to a lockout by his or her enployer who is a nenber of a
mul ti - enpl oyer bargaining unit and who has | ocked out the enpl oyees at
the factory, establishnent, or other prem ses at which the individual
is or was last enployed after one nenber of the nulti-enployer
bargaining unit has been struck by its enployees as a result of the
mul ti - enpl oyer bargaini ng process.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply if it is shown
to the satisfaction of the conm ssioner that:
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(a)(i) The individual is not participating in or financing or
directly interested in the strike or I|ockout that caused the
i ndi vi dual ' s unenpl oynent; and

((b)y)) (ii) The individual does not belong to a grade or class of
wor kers of which, imedi ately before the commencenent of the strike or
| ockout, there were nenbers enployed at the prem ses at which the
strike or |ockout occurs, any of whomare participating in or financing
or directly interested in the strike or |ockout: PROVIDED, That if in
any case separate branches of work which are commonly conducted as
separate businesses in separate prem ses are conducted in separate
departnents of the sanme prem ses, each such departnent shall, for the
purpose of this subdivision, be deened to be a separate factory,
establ i shnent, or other prem ses.

(b)(i) The individual is participating in a strike, or is |ocked
out by the enployer, in a labor dispute with an enployer who is a
nenber of a multienployer bargaining unit; and

(ii) The labor dispute arose from contract negotiations in which
the enployer's last offer prior to the commencenent of the strike or
| ockout included provisions that would, if inplenented, result in a
substantial deterioration of the individual's working conditions.

(3) Any disqualification inposed under this section shall end when
the strike or |ockout is term nated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. |If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenents that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state or the eligibility of
enployers in this state for federal wunenploynment tax credits, the
conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the
conflict, and the finding or determnation does not affect the
operation of the remainder of this act. Rules adopted under this act
must neet federal requirenents that are a necessary condition to the
receipt of federal funds by the state or the granting of federal
unenpl oynment tax credits to enployers in this state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act applies to weeks of unenpl oynent
that begin on or after the first Sunday after the effective date of
this section.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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