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St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Representatives O nsby, Benson, Linville, Schoesler, Hunt, Cooper,
Ahern, Chase, Mirrell and Wod

Read first tinme 01/20/2004. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

TO THE HONORABLE DI RK KEMPTHORNE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF | DAHO,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE | DAHO SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE | DAHO
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF | DAHO.

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and request as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The Spokane River and Coeur d'Alene basins are a shared
wat ershed in which nore than 400,000 people reside in comunities in
bot h WAshi ngton state and |daho; and

VWHEREAS, The Coeur d' Alene basin is one of the |argest areas of
hi storic mning operations in the world, in which nore than one hundred
mllion tons of mne waste are estimted to have been deposited in the
area's rivers, streans, and soils; and

WHEREAS, I n 1983, a |large area of the Spokane River/Coeur d'Alene
basin within both Idaho and Washi ngton was designated as a single site
under the federal Superfund | aw, and

WHEREAS, [n 2001, the Idaho Legislature authorized creation of the
Basin Environnmental |nprovenment Project Conm ssion (hereinafter the
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"Basin Comm ssion"), for the purpose of guiding the cleanup and natural
resource restoration of that portion of the Superfund site within the
state of Idaho; and

VWHEREAS, The |daho Legi sl ature subsequently authorized including a
Washi ngton state nenber of the Basin Comm ssion, but that nenber does
not share all of the voting and decisional authority of the rest of the
Basi n Comm ssi on nmenbers; and

WHEREAS, Much of the m ning waste contam nants are present in river
and stream sedinents, or in soils that my wash into rivers and
streans, and therefore the downstream m gration of contam nation is an
ongoi ng concern to the entire watershed; and

WHEREAS, A conprehensive approach to cleanup of the entire
wat er shed i s needed, in which scheduling and inplenentation of clean-up

activities are coordinated by all interests in both states; and
WHEREAS, A greater degree of bistate cooperation and coordi nation
will lead to a greater degree of public health and environnental

protection, natural resource restoration, and econom c benefits for al
resi dents and busi nesses in both states;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the |Idaho
Legi sl ature and Governor take action as foll ows:

(1) That the Basin Comm ssion be nodified expeditiously so that all
menbers have equal voting rights;

(2) That the nenbership of the Basin Comm ssion be increased soon
to include a representative of the county comm ssion of Spokane county
as appoi nted by the governor of the state of Washi ngton; and

(3) That the state of Idaho enter into discussions with the state
of Washington with the objective of replacing the present conm ssion
wth a bistate entity having the participation of |ocal, state,
federal, and tribal governnental interests throughout the bistate
wat ershed to coordinate the environnmental renediation and natural
resource restoration throughout the portion of the Spokane River/ Coeur
d' Al ene basin area designated under the federal Superfund law, and to
obtain state, federal, and tribal agreenment to that entity not |ater
t han Decenber 31, 2006.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Dirk Kenpthorne, Governor of the State of
| daho, the President of the |Idaho Senate and the Speaker of the |daho
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House of Representatives,
Represent ati ves of |daho.

and to each nenber

~-- END ---

of the Senate and House of
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