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SENATE BI LL 5089

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Carlson, Fraser, Rasnussen and Esser; by request of Joint
Commi ttee on Pension Policy

Read first time 01/15/2003. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to allowing fire fighter enmergency nedica
technicians to transfer public enployees' retirenent system service
credit to the law enforcenent officers’ and fire fighters' plan 2;
addi ng a new section to chapter 41.26 RCW and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 41.26 RCW
under the subchapter heading "plan 2" to read as foll ows:

(1) An enployee who is eligible for nmenbership in plan 2 and was a
menber of the public enployees' retirenment system while enployed
provi di ng energency nedical services for a city, town, county, or
di strict and whose job was rel ocated fromanot her departnment of a city,
town, county, or district to a fire departnent has the follow ng
opti ons:

(a) Remain a nenber of the public enployees' retirenent systenm or

(b) Leave any service credit earned as a nenber of the public
enpl oyees' retirement system in the public enployees' retirenent
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system and have all future service earned in the |aw enforcenent
officers' and fire fighters' retirenent system plan 2, becom ng a dua
menber under the provisions of chapter 41.54 RCW or

(c) Make an election, filed in witing wth the departnent of
retirement systens, to transfer service credit previously earned as an
energency nedical technician for a city, town, county, or district in
the public enployees' retirenent system plan 1 or plan 2 to the |aw
enforcenment officers' and fire fighters' retirement system plan 2 as
defined in RCW 41. 26. 030. Service credit that a nmenber elects to
transfer from the public enployees' retirement system to the |aw
enforcenment officers' and fire fighters' retirenment system under this
section shall be transferred no earlier than five years after the
effective date the nenber elects to transfer, and only after the nmenber
earns five years of service credit as a fire fighter follow ng the
effective date the nenber elects to transfer.

(2) An enployee who is eligible for nmenbership in plan 1 and was a
menber of the public enployees' retirenment system while enployed
provi ding energency nedical services for a city, town, county, or
di strict and whose job was rel ocated fromanot her departnment of a city,
town, county, or district to a fire departnent has the follow ng
opti ons:

(a) Remain a nenber of the public enployees' retirenent systeny or

(b) Leave any service credit earned as a nenber of the public
enpl oyees' retirement system in the public enployees' retirenent
system and have all future service earned in the |aw enforcenent
officers' and fire fighters' retirenent systemplan 1, becom ng a dua
menber under the provisions of chapter 41.54 RCW

(3)(a) A nmenber who elects to transfer service credit under
subsection (1)(c) of this section shall nmake the paynents required by
this subsection prior to having service credit earned as an energency
medi cal technician for a city, town, county, or district under the
public enpl oyees' retirenent systemplan 1 or plan 2 transferred to the
| aw enforcenment officers' and fire fighters' retirenent system plan 2.
However, in no event shall service credit be transferred earlier than
five years after the effective date the nenber elects to transfer, or
prior to the nenber earning five years of service credit as a fire
fighter following the effective date the nenber elects to transfer
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(b) A nmenber who elects to transfer service credit under this
subsection shall pay, for the applicable period of service, the
di fference between the contributions the enployee paid to the public
enpl oyees' retirenent system plan 1 or plan 2 and the contributions
that would have been paid by the enployee had the enployee been a
menber of the |law enforcenent officers' and fire fighters' retirenent
system plan 2, plus interest on this difference as determ ned by the
director. This paynent nust be nade no |ater than five years fromthe
effective date of the election made under subsection (1)(b) of this
section.

(c) No earlier than five years after the effective date the nenber
elects to transfer service credit wunder this section and upon
conpletion of the paynent required in (b) of this subsection, the
departnment shall transfer fromthe public enployees' retirenent system
plan 1 or plan 2 to the |aw enforcenent officers' and fire fighters'
retirement system plan 2: (1) Al of the enployee' s applicable
accunul ated contri butions plus interest and an equal anount of enpl oyer
contributions; and (ii) all applicable nonths of service, as defined in
RCW 41. 26. 030(14)(b), credited to the enpl oyee under this chapter for
service as an energency services provider for a city, town, county, or
district as though that service was rendered as a nenber of the |aw
enforcenment officers' and fire fighters' retirenent system plan 2.

(d) Upon transfer of service credit, contributions, and interest
under this subsection, the enployee is permanently excluded from
menbership in the public enployees' retirenent system for all service
transfers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act expires July 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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