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SENATE BI LL 5138

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Carlson

Read first tine 01/15/2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the use of the Washi ngton assessnent of student
| earning for qualifying for the prom se schol arshi p and ot her purposes;
and anmendi ng RCW 28B. 119. 010, 28A. 195. 010, and 28A. 200. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28B.119.010 and 2002 c 204 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The hi gher educati on coordi nati ng board shall design the Washi ngton
prom se schol arshi p program based on the foll ow ng paraneters:

(1) Schol arships shall be awarded to students graduating from
public and approved private high schools under chapter 28A. 195 RCW and
students participating in honme-based instruction as provided in chapter
28A. 200 RCW who neet both an academc and a financial eligibility
criteria.

(a) Academ c eligibility criteria shall be defined as foll ows:

(1) ((Begtaning—wth—the—graduating—elass—of—2002-)) Students
graduating from public and approved private high schools under chapter
28A.195 RCW nust be in the top fifteen percent of their graduating
class, as identified by each respective high school at the conpletion
of the first termof the student's senior year; ((er))
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(i1) Students graduating frompublic high schools, approved private
hi gh school s under chapter 28A. 195 RCW and students participating in
home- based i nstruction as provided in chapter 28A. 200 RCWnust equal or
exceed a cunulative scholastic assessnent test | score of twelve
hundred on their first attenpt or nust equal or exceed a conposite
Anerican coll ege test score of twenty-seven on their first attenpt; or

(iii) Any student who neets the standard on the reading and math
conponents of the high school Wishington assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(b) To neet the financial eligibility criteria, a student's famly
i ncone shall not exceed one hundred thirty-five percent of the state
median famly incone adjusted for famly size, as determned by the
hi gher education coordinating board for each graduating class.
Students not neeting the eligibility requirenments for the first year of
schol arship benefits may reapply for the second year of benefits, but
must still nmeet the inconme standard set by the board for the student's
graduati ng cl ass.

(2) Prom se schol arships are not intended to supplant any grant,
schol arship, or tax programrel ated to postsecondary education. |[If the
board finds that prom se schol arships supplant or reduce any grant,
schol arship, or tax programfor categories of students, then the board
shall adjust the financial eligibility criteria or the anount of
scholarship to the | evel necessary to avoid supplanting.

(3) Wthin avail able funds, each qualifying student shall receive
two consecutive annual awards, the value of each not to exceed the
full-time annual resident tuition rates charged by Wshington's
community coll eges. The higher education coordinating board shal
award schol arships to as many students as possible from anong those
qual i fyi ng under this section.

(4) By COctober 15th of each year, the board shall determ ne the
award anount of the schol arships, after taking into consideration the
availability of funds.

(5) The schol arships may only be used for undergraduate coursework
at accredited institutions of higher education in the state of
Washi ngt on.

(6) The schol arships may be used for undergraduate coursework at
Oregon institutions of higher education that are part of the border
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county higher education opportunity project in RCW 28B.80.806 when
those institutions offer prograns not available at accredited
institutions of higher education in Washi ngton state.

(7) The scholarships may be used for college-related expenses,
including but not limted to, tuition, room and board, books, and
material s.

(8) The scholarships may not be awarded to any student who is
pursui ng a degree in theol ogy.

(9) The higher education <coordinating board nay establish
satisfactory progress standards for the continued receipt of the
prom se schol ar shi p.

(10) The higher education coordinating board shall establish the
time franme within which the student nmust use the schol arship

Sec. 2. RCW28A.195.010 and 1993 c 336 s 1101 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The | egislature hereby recognizes that private schools should be
subject only to those mninum state controls necessary to insure the
health and safety of all the students in the state and to insure a
sufficient basic education to neet usual graduation requirenents. The
state, any agency or official thereof, shall not restrict or dictate
any specific educational or other prograns for private schools except
as hereinafter in this section provided.

Principals of private schools or superintendents of private school
districts shall file each year wiwth the state superintendent of public
instruction a statenent certifying that the mninum requirenents
hereinafter set forth are being net, noting any deviations. After
review of the statenent, the state superintendent wll notify schools
or school districts of those deviations which nust be corrected. In
case of major deviations, the school or school district may request and
the state board of education nay grant provisional status for one year
in order that the school or school district may take action to neet the
requi renents. Mninmumrequirenents shall be as follows:

(1) The mninmm school year for instructional purposes shal
consist of no less than one hundred eighty school days or the
equi val ent in annual m nimum program hour offerings as prescribed in
RCW 28A. 150. 220.
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(2) The school day shall be the same as that required in RCW
28A.150. 030 and 28A.150.220, except that the percentages of total
program hour offerings as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150.220 for basic
skills, work skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not
apply to private schools or private sectarian schools.

(3) Al classroomteachers shall hold appropriate Washi ngton state
certification except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no
counterpart exists in public schools shall not be required to obtain a
state certificate to teach those courses.

(b) I'n exceptional cases, people of unusual conpetence but w thout
certification may teach students so long as a certified person
exerci ses general supervision. Annual witten statenents shall be
submtted to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
reporting and expl ai ning such circunstances.

(4) An approved private school may operate an extensi on program for
parents, guardians, or persons having | egal custody of a child to teach
children in their custody. The extension program shall require at a
m ni mum t hat :

(a) The parent, guardi an, or custodi an be under the supervision of
an enployee of the approved private school who is certified under
chapter 28A. 410 RCW

(b) The planning by the certified person and the parent, guardi an,
or person having | egal custody include objectives consistent with this
subsection and subsections (1), (2), (5, (6), and (7) of this section;

(c) The certified person spend a m ni nrum average each nonth of one
contact hour per week with each student under his or her supervision
who is enrolled in the approved private school extension program

(d) Each student's progress be evaluated by the certified person;
and

(e) The certified enployee shall not supervise nore than thirty
students enrolled in the approved private school's extension program

(5) Appropriate neasures shall be taken to safeguard all pernmanent
records against | oss or damage.

(6) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be
adequate to neet the program offered by the school or district:
PROVI DED, That each school building shall neet reasonable health and

fire safety requirenents. ((Hewever—thestate boardshall—noet—+eqgui+re
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mastery.)) A residential dwelling of the parent, guardian, or
custodi an shall be deened to be an adequate physical facility when a
parent, guardi an, or person having |legal custody is instructing his or
her child under subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the
basic skills of occupational education, science, mathematics, |anguage,
social studies, history, health, reading, witing, spelling, and the
devel opnent of appreciation of art and nusic, all in sufficient units
for nmeeting state board of education graduation requirenents.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain
up-to-date policy statenents related to the admnistration and
operation of the school or school district.

(9) The state board shall not require private school students to
neet the student learning goals, obtain a certificate of mastery to
graduate from high school, to master the essential academc |earning
requi renents, or to be assessed pursuant to RCW 28A. 655. 060. However,
private schools may choose, on a voluntary basis, to have their
students nmaster the essential academ c learning requirenents, take the
assessnents, and obtain certificates of nmastery. Additionally, a
student enrolled in a private school shall be permtted to take the
assessnents at an educational service district for the purpose of
qualifying for a prom se scholarship or any other purpose.

Al'l decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching
material, curriculum except as in subsection (7) above provided,
school rules and admnistration, or other matters not specifically
referred to in this section, shall be the responsibility of the
admnistration and admnistrators of the particular private school
i nvol ved.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 200. 010 and 1995 ¢ 52 s 1 are each anmnended to read
as foll ows:
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Each parent whose child is receiving hone-based instruction under
RCW 28A. 225. 010(4) shall have the duty to:

(1) File annually a signed declaration of intent that he or she is
pl anning to cause his or her child to receive hone-based instruction.
The statenent shall include the nane and age of the child, shall
specify whether a certificated person wll be supervising the
instruction, and shall be witten in a format prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction. Each parent shall file the
statenent by Septenber 15 of the school year or within two weeks of the
begi nni ng of any public school quarter, trinester, or senester with the
superintendent of the public school district within which the parent
resides or the district that accepts the transfer, and the student
shall be deenmed a transfer student of the nonresident district.
Parents may apply for transfer under RCW 28A. 225. 220;

(2) Ensure that test scores or annual academ c progress assessnents
and i nmuni zati on records, together with any other records that are kept
relating to the instructional and educational activities provided, are
forwarded to any other public or private school to which the child
transfers. At the tinme of a transfer to a public school, the
superintendent of the | ocal school district in which the child enrolls
may require a standardi zed achievenent test to be adm nistered and
shal |l have the authority to determ ne the appropriate grade and course
| evel placenent of the child after consultation with parents and revi ew
of the child' s records; and

(3) Ensure that a standardi zed achievenent test approved by the
state board of education is admnistered annually to the child by a
qualified individual or that an annual assessnent of the student's
academ c progress is witten by a certificated person who is currently
working in the field of education. ( ( Fhe—state—hoard—of—educatton

permahent—+reecords—)) |If, as aresult of the annual test or assessnent,

it is determned that the child is not naking reasonable progress
consistent with his or her age or stage of devel opnent, the parent
shall make a good faith effort to renedy any deficiency.
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(4) The state board of education shall not require these children
to neet the student l|learning goals, master the essential academc
learning requirenents, to take the assessnents, or to obtain a
certificate of mastery pursuant to RCW28A. 655. 060. However, a student
receiving hone-based instruction shall be permtted to take the
Washi ngton assessnent of student learning at an educational service
district for the purpose of qualifying for a prom se scholarship or any
ot her _purpose. The standardized test administered or the annual
academ c progress assessnent witten shall be nade a part of the
child' s permanent records.

Failure of a parent to conply with the duties in this section shal
be deened a failure of such parent's child to attend school w thout
valid justification under RCW 28A. 225. 020. Parents who do conply with
the duties set forth in this section shall be presuned to be providing
home- based instruction as set forth in RCW 28A. 225. 010(4).

--- END ---
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