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SENATE BI LL 5534

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser, Fraser, Kline and Kohl-Wlles

Read first time 01/29/2003. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Rel ating to visible snoke from notor vehicles; anendi ng RCW
46. 37. 390, 46.04.521, and 46.37.539; adding a new section to chapter
46. 37 RCW creating new sections; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that visible snoke
frommotor vehicles is a major indicator of poor vehicle performance,
a factor contributing to the degradation of regional air quality, and
is injurious to the public health and safety.

Sec. 2. RCW46.37.390 and 2001 ¢ 293 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every notor vehicle shall at all tinmes be equipped with a
muffler in good working order and in constant operation to prevent
excessi ve or unusual noise, and no person shall use a nmuffler cut-out,
bypass, or simlar device upon a notor vehicle on a hi ghway.

(2)(({a}) No notor vehicle first sold and registered as a new notor
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£3))) No person shall nodify the exhaust system of a notor vehicle
in a manner which wll anplify or increase the noise emtted by the
engi ne of such vehicle above that emtted by the nuffler originally
installed on the vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for any person to
operate a notor vehicle not equi pped as required by this subsection, or
whi ch has been anplified as prohibited by this subsection so that the
vehi cl e' s exhaust noi se exceeds ni nety-five deci bels as neasured by the
Soci ety of Autonotive Engi neers (SAE) test procedure J1169 (May, 1998).
It is not a violation of this subsection unless proven by proper
authorities that the exhaust system nodification results in noise
anplification in excess of ninety-five decibels under the prescribed
SAE test standard. A court may dismss an infraction notice for a
violation of this subsection if there is reasonable grounds to believe
that the vehicle was not operated in violation of this subsection.

Thi s subsection ((£33)) (2) does not apply to vehicles twenty-five
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or nore years old or to passenger vehicles being operated off the
hi ghways in an organized racing or conpetitive event conducted by a
recogni zed sanctioni ng body.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.37 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No notor vehicle may discharge visible snoke for a period of
nore than ten seconds.

(2) The owner, operator, or driver of a school bus, as defined in
RCW 46. 04. 521, shall not be issued a traffic infraction for a violation
of subsection (1) of this section.

Sec. 4. RCW46.04.521 and 1995 ¢ 141 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

"School bus” neans every notor vehicle used regularly to transport
children to and from school or in connection with school activities,
which is subject to the requirenents ((set—+ferth)) in ((t+he+rwost—recent
edit+en—of—)) chapter 392-143 WAC, specifications for school buses((*
pubH-shed) ), adopted by the state superintendent of public instruction,
but does not include buses operated by common carriers in urban
transportation of school children or private carrier buses operated as
school buses in the transportation of children to and from private
school s or school activities.

Sec. 5. RCW46.37.539 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 s 53 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

Every notorcycle and every notor-driven cycle shall also conply
with the requirenents and |limtations of:

RCW 46. 37. 380 on horns and war ni ng devi ces;

RCW 46. 37. 390 on nmuffl ers and preventi on of noi se;

Section 3 of this act on visible snoke;

RCW 46. 37.400 on mrrors; and

RCW 46. 37. 420 on tires.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The legislature respectfully requests the
suprene court to provide increased fines, in its schedule of nonetary
penalties for traffic infractions, for repeat violations of section 3
of this act.
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