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SENATE BI LL 5549

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Prentice, Fraser, Schmdt, T. Sheldon, Kohl-Wlles and
Shi n

Read first tinme 01/29/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Tr ade.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of a joint |egislative oversight
commttee on trade policy; adding a new chapter to Title 44 RCW and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that international
trade is an inportant part of Washington's econony w th Washi ngton as
the fifth largest exporting state in the nation. The | egislature
further finds that Wrld Trade Organization agreenents and the North
American Free Trade Agreenent have inplications for Washington state
| aws governing agriculture, services, environnmental regulation, and
econom ¢ subsi di es. The legislature further finds that future trade
agreenents such as the proposed Free Trade Area of the Anericas nmay
al so inpact Washington state. Therefore, it is the intent of the
| egislature to create a joint legislative oversight commttee on trade
policy to nonitor the inpact of these trade agreenents on Wshi ngton
state laws, and to provide a nmechanismfor |legislators and citizens to
voi ce their opinions and concerns about the potential inpacts of these
trade agreenents to state and federal governnent officials.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A joint legislative oversight commttee on
trade policy is created, to consist of four senators and four
representatives fromthe | egislature and three ex officio nmenbers. The
president of the senate shall appoint the senate nenbers of the
commttee, and the speaker of the house shall appoint the house nenbers
of the commttee. No nore than two nenbers fromeach house may be from
the sane political party. A list of appointees nust be submtted by
July 1, 2003, and before the close of each regular session during an
even- nunbered year. Vacancies on the commttee wll be filled by
appoi ntment by the remaining nenbers. Al'l such vacancies nust be
filled from the sanme political party and from the sane house as the
menber whose seat was vacated. The ex officio nenbers shall include a
representative from the departnment of agriculture, the state trade
representative, and a representative from the office of the attorney
general .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The commttee shall appoint its own chair
and other officers and nake rules for orderly procedure.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The conmttee has the follow ng powers and
duti es:

(1) At |east once a year, hear public testinony on the actual and
potential inpacts of international trade agreenments and negoti ati ons on
Washi ngton state and submt an annual report to the state trade
representative's office and to the l|egislature regarding the public
t esti nony;

(2) Maintain active comunication wth the state trade
representative's office, the United States trade representative's
of fice, Washi ngton's congressi onal del egation, the national conference
of state legislatures, and any other bodies the comittee deens
appropriate regarding ongoing developnents in international trade
agreenents and policy;

(3) Conduct an annual assessnent of the inpacts of internationa
trade agreenents upon Washington |aw and submt the report to the
| egi sl ature;

(4) Examne any aspects of international trade, international
econom c integration, and trade agreements that the nenbers deem
appropri ate.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The conmttee wll receive the necessary
staff support fromboth the senate and house staff resources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The nenbers of the commttee shall serve
W thout additional conpensation, but wll be reinbursed for their
travel expenses, in accordance with RCW 44.04.120, incurred while
attending sessions of the commttee or neetings of a subcommttee of
the commttee, while engaged on other comm ttee business authorized by
the commttee, and while going to and com ng fromcommttee sessions or
comm ttee neetings.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 44 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Section 2 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect imediately.

~-- END ---
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