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SENATE BI LL 5988

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Wnsley, Prentice, MAuliffe and Roach

Read first time 02/27/2003. Referred to Commttee on Commerce &
Tr ade.

AN ACT Relating to criteria for coverage of spinal cord stinmulators
and drug infusion punps by the departnment of |abor and industries
addi ng new sections to chapter 51.36 RCW creating new sections; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Spinal cord stinmulators and drug infusion punps are effective
sources of pain relief for patients with chronic pain conditions and
are covered by forty-nine of fifty state industrial insurance prograns
as well as nedicare, nedicaid, and all major private insurers in the
state of Washington. Many Washi ngton self-insurers cover the machines
under their industrial insurance as well.

(2) Patients cannot be expected to return to a productive life or
carry out the activities of daily living if they are in severe chronic
pai n. Pain control is an essential feature of any nuscul ar-skel eta
rehabilitation reginen. Spinal cord stinmulators and drug infusion
punps are often preferable to the admnistration of oral narcotics
because they dramatically reduce the adverse side effects of narcotics.

p. 1 SB 5988



N

© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
33
34

(3) Recent advances in nedical technology have substantially
inproved the life and performance of the inplanted devices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 51.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Spinal cord stinulator” nmeans a device that delivers |ow
voltage electrical stinmulation to the spinal cord to block the
sensation of pain. The device is inplantable and consists of a |ead
that delivers the stimulation to the spinal cord and an extension wire
that conducts electrical pulses fromthe battery power source to the
| ead. The device covers or masks the sensation of pain wth a tingling
sensati on.

(2) "Drug infusion punp" nmeans a drug delivery device designed to
del i ver norphi ne and other nedications to the intrathecal space of the
spinal cord in order to reduce pain. The system consists of an
i npl ant abl e, programmabl e punp and i ntraspinal catheter. The catheter
is placed in the spinal cord's intrathecal space, allow ng the delivery
of small anpbunts of pain reduction nedication directly to the
cerebrospinal fluid.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 51.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The health services available to an injured worker wunder this
chapter include the use of spinal cord stinmulators and drug infusion
punps at least in accordance with relevant standards adopted by
nati onal payors and nost state industrial insurance prograns. The
devices shall be deened corrective and rehabilitative as well as
necessary and proper. Nothing in this section prevents the departnent
from maki ng i nforned deci si ons about the appropriateness of the device
in a specific case in accordance with the standards referred to in this
section or nore perm ssive guidelines.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act shall be liberally construed in
order to provide coverage by the departnent of |abor and industries
except in inappropriate individual cases.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnment and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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