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S-3639.1

SENATE BI LL 6149

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Dounmit and Morton

Read first time 01/13/2004. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to small scal e prospecting and m ni ng; anendi ng RCW
79. 14. 315; adding a new section to chapter 79.90 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The departnents of fish and wldlife,
nat ural resources, and ecol ogy shall work cooperatively with the snal
scale mning comunity to support educat i onal neetings and
denonstrations to encourage mning activities.

The departnents shall work with the snmall scale mning community to
study and sinplify or conpletely deregulate gold panning and shall
report on this process to the 2005 legislature wth Ilegislative
recommendations, if needed. The departnents shall survey other states
regul ation of gold panning as part of the study.

Sec. 2. RCW79.14.315 and 1987 ¢ 20 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person may engage in small scale prospecting and mning, as
that termis defined in RCW 77.55.270, on aquatic |ands where both the

p. 1 SB 6149



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

surface and mneral rights are owned by the state without that person
first obtaining a permt, lease, license, or other formof permn ssion
fromthe departnment, and without being charged a rent or fee.

(2) The departnent may issue permts for recreational mneral
prospecting in designated areas containing noneconomc mnera
deposits. The termof a permt shall not exceed one year. Designated
areas, equipnment allowed, nethods of prospecting, as well as other
appropriate permt conditions, shall be set in rules adopted by the
departnent. Fees shall be set by the board of natural resources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 79.90 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall allow small scal e prospecting and m ning, as
that termis defined in RCW 77.55.270, on aquatic | ands where both the
surface and mneral rights are owned by the state. A person does not
have to first obtain a permt, lease, license, or other form of
perm ssion fromthe departnment, and no rent or fee may be charged.

~-- END ---
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