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SENATE BI LL 6242

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Parlette and Berkey

Read first time 01/15/2004. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a statewide strategy for |and
acqui sitions and disposal; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) The legislature finds that the 1999
public and tribal lands inventory provides a base of information
necessary to develop a statew de strategy for acquisition of |ands for
recreation and habitat preservation and enhancenent. However
additional information on recent acquisitions is necessary to determ ne
the extent of recent acquisitions, how they were funded, and whet her
those acquisitions are conpatible with a statewide strategy or nore
narromy in pursuit of the goals of single agencies.

(b) The legislature further finds that | and acquisition decisions
have long-term inplications, often in perpetuity, and that sone
acqui sitions occur outside the control and oversight of the
| egi sl ature.

(c) The legislature intends to establish a statew de strategy for
acquisition and disposal of lands for recreation and habitat
preservation and enhancenent, and to clarify authority for centralized,
i nt eragency control over inplenentation of that strategy.
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(2) The interagency commttee for outdoor recreation shall submt
a report to the appropriate policy and fiscal commttees of the
| egi slature by June 30, 2005. The report must include:

(a) An inventory of habitat and recreational |and acquisitions and
di sposals since 1980 by state agencies. For the purpose of this
inventory, "land acquisition" neans fee sinple acquisition or |less than
a fee sinple interest if that interest is for nore than fifty years.
"Land acquisitions" by state agencies includes those funded by state
agencies but owned by Ilocal governnents. The inventory nust also
i nclude information about |and acquisitions and di sposals that invol ved
| and tradi ng or swappi ng between public and private entities, and | and
acquisitions that were gifts. The inventory nust also specify
principal use of the acquired parcels and other data conpatible wth
the 1999 inventory. The inventory nust specify the agency or |oca
governnment acquiring or disposing of the property, the costs of the
| and acquisition or receipts from the disposal, the funding sources,
and whether the land acquisition was funded under a legislative
appropriation, an wunanticipated receipt, and/or exchange of |and
parcel s.

(b) A recomrended statewide strategy for land acquisitions for
recreation and habitat preservation and enhancenent. The recomended
statewi de strategy nust specify whether all |land acquisitions of
recreation and habitat |ands by state agencies, regardless of fund
source, should conmply with the priorities and policies of chapter
79A. 15 RCWand, if not, what priorities and policies should apply. The
recommended statew de strategy nust ensure that |and acquisition and
di sposal decisions are based on a determnation of need for
recreational and habitat |ands conpared to existing public |ands
serving those purposes in various areas of the state. The recomended
statewide strategy shall also specify how to provide a central,
i nt eragency point of control to ensure that | and acquisitions by state
agencies, including land acquisitions funded through unanticipated
receipts, conply wth statewde priorities and policies. The
recommended statewi de strategy shall also examne the costs and
benefits of providing paynents in |lieu of taxes on certain kinds of
| and acqui sitions.
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