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SENATE BI LL 6636

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Rasnussen, Swecker, Jacobsen, Brandl and, Dounmit, Fairl ey,
Kohl -Wel |l es, Eide, Fraser, Regala, Shin, Prentice, Honeyford, Kline,
Thi baudeau, Poul sen, Spanel, Franklin, Keiser, Wnsley, Cke and Esser

Read first time 01/27/2004. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture.

AN ACT Rel ating to the disposal of aninmals; adding a new chapter to
Title 16 RCW creating a new section; prescribing penalties; providing
an expiration date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) An interagency work group shall be
formed by the departnments of health, agriculture, and ecol ogy. The
pur pose of the work group is to devel op a conprehensive state policy on
proper nethods of disposing of aninmal carcasses that protect other
animals and humans. The interagency work group shall seek the
i nvol venent of local health departnments, other state and federal
agenci es that have an interest or expertise in issues to be revi ewed,
university scientists, and affected constituency groups. In devel oping
the conprehensive state policy, the interagency work group shal
include a review of existing rules for their adequacy in protecting
public health and animal health from possi ble transm ssion of diseases
including but not limted to various forns of transm ssible spongiform
encephal opat hi es. Furthernore, the possible vectors of disease
transm ssion shall be exam ned including air, |land, water, birds, and
scavengers.
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(2) The review shall include an evaluation of any existing or
proposed federal regulations and draft technical guides. References to
federal regulations and gui dance docunents may be included in the state
policy and the work group shall strive for a high degree of consistency
between jurisdictions. Additionally, the interagency work group shal
revi ew RCW 16. 68. 020, WAC 246- 203-120(3), and guidance fromthe United
St ates departnent of agriculture.

(3) The interagency work group shall include an educati on conponent
that will provide information and technical guidance to governnenta
entities, animal owners, and the public on howto conply with the state
policy and associ ated rul es.

(4) The interagency work group shall report to the |egislature any
statutes that need to be anmended to carry out this policy and to
recommend adj ustnent to any inconsistent policies.

(5) The interagency work group shall provide a witten report to
the legislature by Decenber 15th of each year that sunmarizes the
actions of the work group and its findings and recommendati ons.

(6) This section expires Decenber 31, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. |If federal requirenents are found to be

i nsufficient, the departnment of  health, after consulting the
i nteragency work group's state policy as reported under section 1 of
this act, shall, as necessary, adopt rules that provide for the proper

treatment and disposal of any animal that is tested positive for
transm ssi bl e spongi form encephal opathy. The rules may differentiate
between the nethod of treatnent and disposal of various types of
transm ssi bl e spongiform encephal opathies based on the scientific
di fferences between the diseases and the risk that each pose to other
animal s and to humans.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of ecol ogy, after consulting
the interagency work group's state policy as reported under section 1
of this act, shall review and, as necessary, adopt additional m ninmm
standards that landfills nust neet to accept animal carcasses. In
devel opi ng the standards, the departnent shall take into consideration
whet her animals to be disposed of may carry various types of diseases.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The departnment of agriculture, after
consulting the interagency work group's state policy as reported under
section 1 of this act and the state conservation conmm ssion, shall
review and, as necessary, adopt standards that provide for the proper
on-site disposal of carcasses of livestock as defined in RCW16.50. 110
by the owner which may be nore restrictive than those provided in RCW
16. 68. 020. The departnent shall take into consideration whether
livestock to be disposed of may carry various types of di seases.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A person who violates rules adopted under
this chapter is guilty of a m sdeneanor puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 16 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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