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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 8403

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Schmdt, Kastama, Esser, Keiser, Jacobsen
and Prentice

Read first time 02/03/20083. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
QOperations & El ections.

VWHEREAS, An independent, creative, and conpetent |egislature
di stingui shes a denocratic system from nore authoritarian forns of
gover nment; and

VWHEREAS, Questions arise as to whether the Wshington state
| egi slature IS structurally, operationally, and procedural ly
satisfactory for resolving today's conplex and divisive issues; and

VWHEREAS, In 1970 each legislator represented approximately sixty-
ni ne thousand constituents and today each |egislator represents over
one hundred twenty thousand constituents; and

WHEREAS, Legislators tend to regard their own |egislature as
sonehow inconparable, wthout regard to how the Wshington state
| egi slature conpares with other state |egislatures;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That the Joint
Sel ect Commttee on the Evaluation of the Legislature be established to
evaluate the |egislature's decision-naking capabilities based on the
foll ow ng categori es:

Functionality, for exanple, restrictions on frequency, |ength, and
agendas of sessions, general purpose of staff, facilities, provisions
for managenent and coordi nati on;
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Accountability, for exanple, explicit rules and procedures,
adequacy  of information and public access to it, i nt er nal
accountability;

| nf ormedness, for exanple, enough tine, standing conmmttees,
interim activities, professional staff resources, fiscal review
capabilities;

| ndependence, for exanple, frequency and duration of sessions,
| egi sl ati ve i ndependence of executive branch, capability for effective
oversight of executive operations, interest groups, conflicts of
interest; and

Represent ati veness, for exanple, diversity, conpensation, nunber
and size of districts; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the commttee consist of sixteen
menbers, four nenbers from each major caucus of the Senate, appointed
by the President of the Senate, and four nmenbers fromeach maj or caucus
of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the commttee shall be cochaired by a
menber of the commttee fromthe Senate, selected by the nenbers of the
commttee fromthe Senate, and a nenber of the commttee fromthe House
of Representatives, selected by the nenbers of the conmttee fromthe
House of Representatives; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the Joint Select Committee on the
Eval uation of the Legislature report to the legislature its prelimnary
findings by Decenber 31, 2003; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the Joint Select Committee on the
Evaluation of the Legislature report its final findings and
recommendati ons by Decenber 1, 2004; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Joint Select Conmttee term nate
January 31, 2005.

--- END ---
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