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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON 8408

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Carl son

Read first time 03/19/2003. Referred to Commttee on Higher
Educat i on.

VWHEREAS, The Latino population is the fastest growi ng ethnic group
i n Washi ngton State; and

WHEREAS, The Latino popul ation faces systemc, institutional, and
social barriers in access to higher education evidenced by college
enrol l ment rates; and

VWHEREAS, The abolishnment of affirnmative action in WAshi ngton State
has renoved net hods of dealing with barriers to higher education facing
the Latino community; and

WHEREAS, Education is the nost inportant function of the state of
Washi ngton and is essential to the econom c health, cultural diversity,
civic vitality, and political well-being of the state and the nation;
and

WHEREAS, There is significant evidence that citizens benefit by
havi ng an opportunity to access the education and training that wll
allow themto contribute to the healthy future of not only thensel ves
and their famlies but also to the community at |arge; and

VWHEREAS, Lati no educati onal achievenent s an increasingly
i nportant benchmark for assessing the contributions of institutions of
hi gher education to the econom c and civic health of Washi ngton State;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That a joint
select commttee on Latino accessibility to higher education be
established, in consultation with the Washington State conmm ssion on
Hi spanic affairs to:

(1) Increase awareness throughout the educational pipeline about
the challenges facing the Latino community, to close the generational
information gap within the Latino community;

(2) Cose the generational information gap within the Latino
community about the cost of and accessibility to higher education;

(3) Investigate ways to provide an appropriate |evel of financial
aid to help Latinos enroll in and graduate from Washington State
institutions of higher education;

(4) Inprove articulation and comunication between two-year and
four-year institutions of higher education regardi ng higher education
i ssues especially inportant to the Latino community; and

(5) Develop and propose strategies for helping Latino students
achi eve at high academ c | evels;

BE |IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the commttee consist of eight
menbers, four nmenbers each selected by the President of the Senate and
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the committee report its findings and
recommendations to the legislature at the regular |egislative session
in 2005.

- END ---
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