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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8007

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fraser, Kohl-Wlles, MCaslin, Franklin, Regala, Fairley,
B. Sheldon, Kline, Wnsley, Rasnussen, Haugen, Spanel, MAuliffe,
Prentice, Brown, Thi baudeau, Jacobsen, Keiser and Ei de

Read first tinme 01/24/2003. Referred to Conmmittee on Judiciary.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO COLIN L. POWELL, UNI TED
STATES SECRETARY OF STATE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nation Agai nst Wnen was adopted by the United Nations General
Assenbly on Decenber 18, 1979, becane an international treaty on
Septenber 3, 1981, and by May 2001, one hundred sixty-eight nations
including all of the industrialized world, except the United States,
have agreed to be bound by the Convention's provisions; and

VWHEREAS, The United States supports and has a position of
| eadership in the United Nations, was an active participant in the
drafting of the Convention, and is a signatory to the Convention; and

WHEREAS, The spirit of the Convention is rooted in the goals of the
United Nations and the United States, to affirmfaith in fundanenta
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human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, and in the
equal rights of nen and wonen; and

WHEREAS, The Convention provides a conprehensive framework for
challenging the various forces that have created and sustained
di scrim nation based on sex against half the world's popul ati on and t he
nations in support of the present Convention have agreed to follow
Conventi on prescriptions; and

VWHEREAS, Although wonen have nmade nmajor gains in the struggle for
equality in social, business, political, |egal, education, and other
fields in the past century, there is nuch yet to be acconplished and
through its support, |eadership, and prestige, the United States can
hel p create a worl d where wonen are no | onger discrim nated agai nst and
have achi eved one of the nost fundanmental of human rights, equality;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that President
Bush and Secretary of State Powell|l place the United Nations Convention
on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation Against Wnen in the
hi ghest category of priority in order to accelerate the treaty's
passage through the Senate Foreign Relations Commttee and the full
United States Senate with the goal of ratification by the United
States; and that the Washington State Legislature exhort the Senate
Foreign Relations Commttee to pass this treaty favorably out of
Committee and urge it be approved by the full Senate.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, Colin L. Powell, United States Secretary of State, the
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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