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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8015

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Sheahan, Hal e and Rasnussen

Read first time 02/12/2003. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE HONORABLE ANN M
VENEMAN, THE SECRETARY OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Wheat farming is the mgjor industry in many rural regions
of Washington State and thus the health of the industry is inextricably
linked to the economic health of the populations in these rural
regi ons; and

WHEREAS, Approximately one hundred fifty mllion bushels of wheat
i's produced annually on two and one-half mllion acres by five thousand
farms and generates four hundred fifty mllion dollars in gross crop
val ue, placing Washington State third in the nation anong wheat
produci ng states; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton is one of the |largest and nost heavily reliant
of the wheat exporting states with up to ninety percent of the state's
producti on bei ng exported each year; and
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WHEREAS, The wheat production in Washington State is predom nantly
by famly farm operations that are as efficient and productive as any
growers in the world and that produce the highest quality product
possi bl e; and

WHEREAS, Despite being the nost efficient producers of the highest
quality product, low prices received by farners in recent years,
especially for those farners with |oan obligations, have resulted in
the continual erosion in many farners' net worths and a | oss of farm ng
operations; and

VWHEREAS, Because prices for wheat in recent years, including funds
from government prograns, have frequently been at or bel ow the cost of
production, the wheat farmng comunity is very sensitive to
significant governnment actions that affect supply and denmand and
depress wheat prices; and

WHEREAS, The price of the soft white wheat predom nately grown in
Washi ngton reached a high in early fall of four dollars and eighty
cents per bushel at the Portland grain termnal but has fallen
dramatically by over one dollar per bushel due to a conbination of
factors, including large sales over a short period of tine from
federally held grain reserves and the |abor dispute causing the
cessation in the shipnent of grain at export facilities; and

WHEREAS, A bushel of wheat nmakes forty-two pounds of flour, which
makes sixty-six | oaves of bread, and conprises only six cents of the
one dollar and thirty cents average retail price per |oaf;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that new
federal procedures be established to assure that future sal es of wheat
stocks fromfederally held grain reserves be conducted in a nmanner that
such sales will not unduly disrupt the market while also fulfilling the
original intent of providing for enmergency humanitarian food needs in
devel opi ng countri es.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Honorable Ann M Venenman, Secretary of the United States
Departnent of Agriculture, the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of
Congress fromthe State of Washi ngton.

--- END ---
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