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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8018

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Rasnussen, Fairley, Shin, Eide, Doumt, Kline
and B. Shel don

Read first tine 02/ 20/ 2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE HONCRABLE TERRY
BERGESQON, SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, W are a nation conmtted to ensuring that every boy and
girl in Arerica is learning - regardless of disability status; and

WHEREAS, No child should be I eft behind in our schools and children
with disabilities remain one of the nost at risk of being |eft behind;
and

WHEREAS, The supply of special education teachers is not neeting
the demand and alnost two-thirds of Washington special education
teachers report that they will be out of the field in five years due to
unpai d work, case overload, paperwork, |ack of adequate training, and
personal safety reasons; and

VWHEREAS, WMany educators, particularly those who teach special

p. 1 SJM 8018



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDNNMNDMNMNMNMNMNNNPPRPPRPRPPRPERPEPRPPEPPREPE
N o oA WNEPE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O W DN e o

education <classes, find that the anmount of required paperwork
dramatically reduces both the quantity and quality of tinme they can
devote to their students and their profession; and

WHEREAS, In a survey of four thousand current and forner certified
speci al educators in Washington, nore than half of the respondents say
they work fromfive to twelve unpaid hours per week and around seventy
percent report that their jobs are harder now than they were three
years ago; and

WHEREAS, We believe that the Individuals with D sabilities Act
(I DEA) continues to be underfunded and that the current version of the
| DEA creates unnecessary regulatory burdens that hanper the abilities
of special education teachers to do their jobs; and

VWHEREAS, In August of 2000, the Ofice of the Washington State
Superintendent of Public Instruction revised a set of nodel fornms for
services to students in special education to help with the paperwork
overl oad; and

VWHEREAS, W believe that a set of nodel forns at the federal |evel
woul d help give additional guidance on how to |limt the anmount of
required paperwork to that which is appropriate and necessary to help
chil dren achi eve their educational goals w thout dimnishing the |evel
or quality of education provided to the student; and

VWHEREAS, We cannot fix the growi ng probl em al one given the rol e of
the federal governnent;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
pass and the President approve |legislation that would require a revi ew
of special education paperwork and consider providing a set of node
forms at the federal level to help to determine the nost appropriate
anount and the nost appropriate type of paperwork that wll help
students receiving special education to achi eve their educational goals
wi thout dimnishing the level or quality of education provided to the
student and that will continue to protect the rights of parents and
students guaranteed under the |DEA, and

Your Menorialists further respectfully pray that Congress provide
adequate funding for the |IDEA and pursue reform of the IDEA that w |
streamline the procedural requirenents, encourage flexibility,
i nnovation, and choices at all |evels of special education and address
the flight of special education teachers fromthe field.
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BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Honorable Terry Bergeson, Superintendent of Public
I nstruction, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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