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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8023

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Financial Services, Insurance & Housing
(originally sponsored by Senators Kline, Jacobsen, Horn, Benton,
West, Regal a, Kohl-Welles, Prentice, Rasnmussen and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 04.

TO THE CHAIR OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COWM SSI ON OF HOLOCAUST ERA
| NSURANCE CLAIMS (ICHEIC), AND TO THE |ICHEIC MEMBER | NSURANCE
COVPANI ES:  ALLI ANZ AG AXA, ASSI CURAZI ONI GENERALI S.P. A, W NTERTHUR
SW SS | NSURANCE COVPANY, AND ZURI CH FINANCI AL SERVI CES, AND TO THE
WASHI NGTON STATE | NSURANCE COWM SSI ONER:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |egislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Hol ocaust was a tragedy of proportions the world has
never before w tnessed; and

WHEREAS, Mre than sixty years have passed since the tragic events
we call the Hol ocaust transpired in which Nazi Germany nurdered siX
mllion Jews as a part of a systematic program of genocide known as
"the Final Solution"; and

WHEREAS, There are as many as one hundred seventy-four thousand
Hol ocaust survivors in the United States, many of whom are elderly and
infirm and

VWHEREAS, Recent studies have reported an alarmng incidence of
poverty anong elderly survivors in the United States and confirned that
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many survivors | ack basic needs including food, shelter, medical care,
prescription nedication, and a satisfactory quality of life; and

VWHEREAS, The National Association of Jewish Famly and Children's
Agencies has estimated that an additional thirty mllion dollars per
year is needed to help survivors in the United States who are not
recei ving assi stance; and

VWHEREAS, There are an estimted 200 Hol ocaust survivors living in
Washi ngton state, with an average age of seventy-eight years; and

VWHEREAS, A recent survey conducted jointly by the Jewish Famly
Service of Seattle and the Washington State Ofice of the I|nsurance
Comm ssi oner's Hol ocaust Survivors Assistance Ofice found that aging
survivors will require extensive honme care and other social services in
t he near future; and

VWHEREAS, A historic settlenent was signed with Sw ss banks in 1999
providing for one billion two hundred fifty mllion dollars in paynents
to victins of the Hol ocaust; and

VWHEREAS, The United States District Court for the Eastern District
of New York oversees the Swiss settlenent and is considering the
reallocation of up to six hundred mllion dollars in wunclained
settlenment funds to be used for humanitarian purposes benefiting needy
Hol ocaust survivors around the world; and

WHEREAS, The International Comm ssion of Holocaust Era Insurance
Clains (ICHEIC) was established in 1998 and charged with establishing
a just process that wll expeditiously address the issue of unpaid
i nsurance policies issued to victins of the Hol ocaust; and

VWHEREAS, As a result of an agreenent between the ICHEIC, the
Federal Republic of Germany, and other parties, a Humanitarian Fund of
one hundred sixty-five mllion dollars has been created to assi st needy
Hol ocaust survivors; and

WHEREAS, The | CHElI C Humani tarian Fund has, to date, distributed two
mllion four hundred thousand dollars for the benefit of survivors in
the United States, including twelve thousand dollars in the state of
Washi ngt on; and

WHEREAS, The Washi ngton State | nsurance Conm ssioner holds a seat
on the International Hol ocaust Task Force of the National Association
of I nsurance Comm ssioners (NAIC); and

WHEREAS, The NAI C supports fair allocation of humanitarian funds;
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NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that, in as
much as there continue to be Hol ocaust survivors living anywhere in the
worl d who | ack basic needs, including food, shelter, and nedical care
and other things essential to allowthemto |live out the remai nder of
their lives in basic dignity, any and all humanitarian or other
di scretionary funds obtained for, or on behalf of, Holocaust survivors
be pronptly disbursed in order to neet the current and anticipated
basi ¢ needs of the survivors; and

Your Menorialists further pray that the funds be di sbursed to the
nunbers of Hol ocaust survivors in order to neet the basic needs in fair
proportion to their nunbers worldw de based on accurate popul ation
data, with full and transparent accounting for the use of funds
di sbursed; and

Your Menorialists further pray that the Washington State | nsurance
Conmmi ssioner utilize his position on the NAIC International Hol ocaust
Comm ssion Task Force to further the intent of this Menorial.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Chair of the ICHEIC, the |CHEI C nmenber insurance
conpanies: Allianz AG AXA, Assicurazioni Cenerali S.p.A, Wnterthur
Swi ss Insurance Conpany, and Zurich Financial Services, and the
Washi ngton State | nsurance Conm ssioner.

~-- END ---
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