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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8025

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Parlette, Deccio, Wnsley, Reardon, Brandland, Keiser,
Bent on, Carl son, Shin, Esser, Mul I'i ken, Hal e, Fi nkbei ner, Hor n,
Schm dt, Johnson, Dounit, Zarelli, MCaslin, Cke and Rasnussen

Read first time 04/25/20083. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORCGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND THE SECRETARY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The use of prescription drugs inproves the quality of care
and hel ps patients |live healthier, |onger, and nore productive |ives,
whi |l e keeping them out of nore costly acute care settings in the |ong
term and

WHEREAS, Expenditures for prescription drugs have been one of the
fastest growi ng conponents of health care spending in the | ast decade,
pl aci ng substantial strain on the budgets of individuals and public
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Feder al st at ut es, including the QOmi bus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1990 (OBRA '90) and Section 340B of the Veterans
Health Care Act of 1992, established a pricing structure for
prescription drugs in the United States; and

p. 1 SIM 8025



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NN NOMNNNNMNNNMNNRRRPERRRRRRPR R
© 0N O U D WNRERO®O©O®D®MNOOOUDMWNIERO

VWHEREAS, These federal statutes have interfered wth the free
mar ket and have had nunerous uni ntended and detrinental consequences,
including serving as a disincentive to |ower prescription drug prices
for nost consuners and supporting inappropriate and unfair public
conpetition with the private sector; and

WHEREAS, The inpact of this federal prescription drug pricing
structure is particularly hard on rural comunities, where it
di scrim nates against private health care providers who serve not only
as an essential comunity "safety net,"” but are also a critical part of
the | ocal econony with the services they provide and the workers they
enpl oy; and

VWHEREAS, Absent f eder al policies gi ving private retai
establ i shnments access to | ower drug prices that can be passed on to al

consuners, many people wll continue seeking |ess expensive
alternatives in foreign countries, on the Internet, and through well -
intended but faulty discount prograns, or will be forced to rely on

al ready overwhel ned public prograns;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
United States Congress repeal the sections of OBRA '90 dealing wth
prescription drug pricing and Section 340B of the Veterans Health Care
Act of 1992, and pass new l|laws which separate the cost of a
prescription drug fromthe delivery of service, thus letting the free
mar ket wor k.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Secretary of the United States Departnent of Health and
Human Services, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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