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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8026

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 1st Special Session

By Senators Roach, Benton, Milliken, Cke, Rasnmussen, Johnson, Morton,
Honeyford, Swecker, Schm dt and Stevens

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONORABLE MAYORS, EXECUTI VE OFFI CERS, AND LEAQ SLATI VE BODI ES
OF THE CITIES, TOMS, AND COUNTIES OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The current governnment of Vietnamis a nondenocratic, one-
party system without rule of law that arbitrarily infringes on the
basi ¢ human rights and civil liberties of its citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Vi etnanese Anericans were forced to flee Vietnamin fear
of the Vi etnanese governnent's canpaign of retribution and persecution
after the fall of Saigon in 1975; and

WHEREAS, The State of Washington is home to many W etnanese
Anmericans who have contributed to our state's culture, econony, and
community; and

WHEREAS, The vast mmjority of Vietnanese Anericans enbrace the
yellow flag with three red stripes as the synbol of the Vietnanese
American comunity; and

VWHEREAS, The current governnent of Vietnam continues to harass,
interrogate, and arrest individuals advocating denocracy; and

p. 1 SIM 8026



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N P R R R R R R R R
O © o NOoO O D WDNN - O

WHEREAS, The current governnent of Vietnam has increased its human
rights violations since the passage of the Bilateral Trade Agreenent in
2000; and

WHEREAS, Dating back to 1948 the yellowflag with three red stripes
has been a synbol of resilience, freedom and denocracy for people of
Vi et nanese descent; and

WHEREAS, Vi etnanese Anericans have shown their desire that the
yellow flag with three red stripes be recognized as the official flag
of the Vietnamese American conmunity;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the yell ow
flag wwth three red stripes be recognized by city and county officials,
t hrough t he adoption of ordinances or resolutions, as the official flag
of the Vietnanese Anerican community, and urge that this flag be
di splayed at Vietnanese Anerican events or any public function
organi zed by the Vi etnanese Anerican comrunity.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Association of Washington Cities and the WAshi ngt on
Association of Counties for distribution to the Myors, Executive
O ficers, and Legislative Bodies of the Cities, Towns, and Counties of
the State of Washi ngton

--- END ---
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