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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8037

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Benton, Roach, Swecker and Esser

Read first tinme 01/22/2004. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy &
Comruni cat i ons.

TO THE HONORABLE PATTY MURRAY AND THE HONORABLE MARI A CANTWELL

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, In 1998, Congress enacted, and in 2001 extended, the
| nternet Tax Freedom Act to protect consunmers who used the Internet and
encourage nore individuals to access the Internet; and

WHEREAS, The Ilegislation elimnated taxes on Internet access,
doubl e-taxation of a product or service bought over the Internet, and
discrimnatory taxes that treated Internet purchases differently from
ot her types of sales; and

VWHEREAS, The noratoriumon Internet access led to the rapid growth
of the Internet, which in turn brought good econom ¢ news; and

WHEREAS, We live in an age of innovation, where the nmedium of the
Internet is sparking a sharp increase in entrepreneurship and
opportunity, the likes of which have not been seen since the beginning
of the Industrial Revolution; and

WHEREAS, Enacting a tax on Internet access wll do significant
damage to the United States econony and decrease the standard of |iving
for all Anmericans; and
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WHEREAS, On Septenber 17, 2003, the House of Representatives
unani nously passed a permanent ban on all Internet access taxes,
however, when the bill cane to the Senate floor, pro-Internet tax
Senat ors used parlianentary and ot her underhanded procedural tricks to
force supporters of the legislation into negotiations; and

WHEREAS, Opponents of a tax free Internet used the negotiations to
stall and stop final passage of a permanent ban on Internet access
taxes to achieve their true desire and tax the Internet;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Senators from our state pass a clean, permanent, and technologically
neutral extension of the Internet tax noratorium

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Patty Mirray and the Honorable Maria
Cant wel | .

--- END ---
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