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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8043

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Rasnussen, Brown, Shin and Spanel

Read first time 01/26/2004. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE HONORABLE ELAI NE L.
CHAO, SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Washi ngton's econom c prospects are heavily dependent upon
the success of interstate and international trade; and

VWHEREAS, The vitality of the asparagus industry is a crucial
conponent of the economc health of the State of Wshington, as
Washington is historically the nation's second |argest producer of
aspar agus; and

WHEREAS, In order to provide an agricultural alternative to the
production of cocaine in South Anerican countries, the United States
Congress enacted the "Andean Trade Preference Act," exenpting certain
agricultural products fromthe inposition of tariffs; and

VWHEREAS, South Anerican asparagus is one of the agricultural
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products exenpted from tariffs, and the exenption has created an
asparagus industry in Peru with 130 mllion dollars in annual exports,
primarily to the United States; and

WHEREAS, Due to differing climatic zones in Peru, the rapid
expansi on of year-round asparagus production has not significantly
af fected the production of cocaine; and

WHEREAS, Unlike other international agreenents, there is no
mechanism in the Andean Trade Preference Act for renoving the trade
exenption once a foreign industry becones internationally conpetitive;
and

WHEREAS, The asparagus industry in Washington is seasonal, wth
harvesting occurring from April through June, in contrast to Peru's
year -round production capacity; and

VWHEREAS, The International Trade Conmm ssion, an independent,
nonparti san federal fact-finding agency, concluded in October 2003 that
anong all the agricultural products protected under the Andean Trade
Preference Act, the agricultural industry was the only United States
industry currently being displaced by South Anmerican agricultural
products; and

WHEREAS, Andean asparagus producers benefit from both the absence
of any tariff inposed on their crops and extrenely | ow wages paid to
t heir enpl oyees, often as low as 5 dollars per day; and

WHEREAS, The asparagus industry in Washington is threatened and has
been harnmed by the inportation of such foreign produce, primarily from
Peru, resulting in the decision by two Washi ngton asparagus processors
to cease buyi ng Washi ngt on aspar agus; and

WHEREAS, Although the goal of the Andean Trade Preference Act is
worthwhile, it should not be inposed at the conplete expense of the
nort hwest asparagus industry, a vital sector of Washi ngton's econony;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
imedi ately elimnate the preference given to asparagus and asparagus
products under the Andean Trade Preference Act and refuse to extend any
further protection to Andean asparagus producers upon expiration of the
Act .

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of the Departnent of
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1 Labor, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
2 House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
3 Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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