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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8049

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Carlson, Regala, Eide, Jacobsen, Franklin,
Schm dt, Brown, Spanel, Prentice, B. Shel don, Berkey, Mirray, Fraser,
Kei ser, Kline, Shin, Kohl-WlIles, Thibaudeau, Rasnmussen, Doumt and
Mul | i ken

Read first tine 01/29/2004. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORCGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Washington State fully supports, deeply believes, and
actively pursues the goal of No Child Left Behind, all students
achieving at high levels; and

VWHEREAS, W wel cone the additional support No Child Left Behind has
brought to focus on quality education, the inprovenents needed to reach
all children, and the urgency nationwi de to cl ose achi evenent gaps; and

VWHEREAS, W support a feasible and fair accountability system and

VWHEREAS, Washington State has attained approval and is in ful
conpliance wth the requirenents provided in the regul ations; and

VWHEREAS, There are four major areas in regulations and |law, that if
i nproved, w |l support successful inplenentation of No Child Left
Behi nd; and
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VWHEREAS, Sone students wth disabilities have cognitive
disabilities that prevent them from succeeding on the Washington
Assessnent of Student Learning, and therefore need nore appropriate
measures for accountability; and

WHEREAS, Students with limted English proficiency are in their
program because they cannot speak, read, or wite English and therefore
need nore appropriate neasures for accountability; and

WHEREAS, The Act inposes significant costs on the state, including
statewi de professional developnent and the admnistration of newy
devel oped assessnents, and on |l ocal school districts, and teachers and
par apr of essi onal s, for tasks including the funding of staff
devel opnent, certification upgrades, and coursework; and

WHEREAS, All students, all schools, and all districts do not
inprove on a uniform basis across any state, and Washington state's
former continuous growh nodel provided a nore educationally sound
nodel ;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President and Congress of the United States work together wth state
| egi sl atures and the United States Departnent of Education to inprove
| anguage in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and regulations
concerning its inplenentation, to nake inprovenents to address the
issues raised in this Menorial, and to grant flexibility and changes
that will ensure successful nationw de inplenentation of the No Child
Left Behind Act.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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