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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8053

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Kohl-Welles, Kline, MAuliffe and Spanel
Read first time 02/04/2004. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UNI TED STATES ATTORNEY
GENERAL JOHN D. ASHCROFT:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The State of Washington affirnms its commtnent to the war
on terrorism and acknow edges that federal, state, and |ocal
governnments need to protect the public fromterrorist attacks such as
t hose that occurred on Septenber 11, 2001; and

VWHEREAS, The State of Wshington has a long and distinguished
hi story of protecting and expanding civil rights and civil |iberties of
all persons, its citizens and its noncitizen residents, as expressed in
the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of
Washi ngt on; and

WHEREAS, The State of Wshington has with gratitude for their
suprene sacrifice honored those in the Arnmed Forces who have died in
battl e protecting these sanme cherished rights and liberties; and
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WHEREAS, The State of Washington is the proud honme of a diverse
popul ation, including nmany residents and students from ot her nations,
whose contributions to our comunity are vital to and enrich its
character and function; and

WHEREAS, The State of Washington has the follow ng | aws recogni zi ng
the value of freedom and privacy for its residents: RCW 9. 73. 030
protecting t he private communi cat i ons bet ween per sons from
interception, recording, or disclosure by third parties, wthout the
consent of all participants to the communication; RCW 43.101.410,
condemming the practice of and adopting procedures to prevent racial
profiling; and RCW 26.23.140, expressing concern to the federal
governnment's demand that the state collect personally identifiable
i nformati on on Washi ngton residents; and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Constitution, Wshington |aw, the
Bill of Rghts of the United States Constitution, and treaties ratified
by the United States guarantee those living in the United States the
follow ng rights:

Freedom of speech, religion, assenbly and privacy;

Equality before the | aw and the presunption of innocence;

Access to counsel and due process in judicial proceedings;

Protection from unreasonabl e searches and sei zures;

Protection against profiling based on race, religion, gender,
national origin, and political beliefs or actions;

Freedom fromarbitrary and indefinite detention;

Freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment or puni shnent; and

VWHEREAS, W believe these civil liberties are precious and are now
threatened by certain provisions of the USA PATRI.OT. Act
(Public Law 107-56, hereafter referred to as the Patriot Act), which:

Reduces j udi ci al supervi si on of t el ephone and i nt er net
surveill ance;

Expands the governnent's ability to conduct searches with and
W t hout warrants;

Grants additional power to the United States Secretary of State to
desi gnate donestic groups as "terrorist organi zations";

Grants additional power to the United States Attorney General to
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subject noncitizens to indefinite detention or deportation even if they
have not conmtted a crine;

Grants the FBI broad access to sensitive and personal information
wi t hout having to show evidence of a crine, without a court order and,
in some instances, without having to notify the target and denonstrate
that the information relates to terrorism and

WHEREAS, A growing climte of fear anmong people in this country
caused by the expansion of federal governnent powers under the Patri ot
Act underm nes national unity, resolve, and the rights of the people,
all guaranteed by the Constitution of the State of WAshi ngton, and the
United States Constitution and its Bill of R ghts; and

VWHEREAS, The fight against terrorismrequires city, county, state,
and federal |aw enforcement agencies to cooperate in efforts to
i nvestigate, prosecute, and prevent acts of terrorism such as those
that occurred on Septenber 11, 2001; and

VWHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Washington and the House of
Representatives of the State of Wshington concur that the fight
agai nst terrorism nust not be waged at the expense of the essentia
rights and liberties of the residents of this state, as contained in
the United States Constitution and Bill of R ghts and the Constitution
of the State of Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, W reaffirm our strong opposition to the indefinite
detention of people who have not been charged with a crine, and
measures that target individuals for legal scrutiny or enforcenent
activity based solely on their religion, country of origin, ethnicity,
or immgration status;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray, reflecting the
concern that portions of the Patriot Act may violate the rights and
liberties guaranteed by the United States Constitution and Bill of
Rights and the Constitution of the State of Washi ngton, underm ning the
First Amendnent right of public denonstrations, vigils, protests,
marches, and simlar fornms of protected expression of ideas and views
w thout fear of prosecution under federal terrorism laws, that the
United States Congress correct provisions of the Patriot Act that
unduly inpair or infringe on civil liberties and oppose any pendi ng or
future federal legislation to the extent it infringes on civil
liberties; and
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Your Menorialists further pray that the United States Congress work
to nodify the Patriot Act to the extent that it infringes on civil
rights and liberties, ensure that provisions of the Patriot Act
"sunset" in accordance with the provisions of the Act, and work to
prevent the passage of new |legislation that infringes on privacy, due
process, civil rights, and liberties, and may alter the checks and
bal ances in governnent.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, United States Attorney General John D. Ashcroft, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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