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HOUSE BI LL 1084

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hunter, Benson and Schual -Berke; by request of
| nsurance Comm ssi oner

Read first tinme 01/15/2003. Referred to Commttee on Financial
| nstitutions & | nsurance.

AN ACT Relating to regulating autonobile insurance; and anendi ng
RCW 48. 22. 005, 48.22.085, 48.22.090, 48.22.095, and 48.22.100.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW48.22.005 and 1993 ¢ 242 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Autonobile" neans a passenger car as defined in RCW46. 04. 382
registered or principally garaged in this state other than:

(a) Afarmtype tractor or other self-propelled equipnment designed
for use principally off public roads;

(b) A vehicle operated on rails or craw er-treads;

(c) A vehicle located for use as a residence;

(d) A notor honme as defined in RCW46. 04. 305; or

(e) A noped as defined in RCW 46. 04. 304.

(2) "Bodily injury" nmeans bodily injury, sickness, or disease,
including death at any tine resulting from the injury, sickness, or
di sease.

p. 1 1084. SL
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(3) "lInconme continuation benefits" neans paynents ((ef—at—teast
etghty-—fFive—pereent—of)) for the insured' s loss of incone from work,
because of bodily injury sustained by ((himer—her)) the insured in
((t+he)) an autonobile accident, |less incone earned during the benefit
paynment peri od. The conbined weekly paynent an insured may receive
under personal injury protection coverage, worker's conpensation,
disability insurance, or other incone continuation benefits may not
exceed eighty-five percent of the insured' s weekly incone from work.
The benefit paynent period begins fourteen days after the date of the
aut onobi |l e accident and ends at the earliest of the foll ow ng:

(a) The date on which the insured is reasonably able to performthe
duties of his or her usual occupation;

(h)y ((Fhre—eptratton—ob—not—pore—than—Htty-—two—weeks—fHrom—the
fourteenth—day)) Fifty-four weeks from the date of the autonobile
acci dent; or

(c) The date of the insured' s death.

(4) "lInsured autonobile"” neans an autonobile described on the
decl arations page of the policy.

(5) "lnsured" neans:

(a) The naned insured or a person who is a resident of the naned
insured's household and is either related to the naned insured by
bl ood, marriage, or adoption, or is the nanmed insured s ward, foster
child, or stepchild; or

(b) A person who sustains bodily injury caused by accident while:
(i) Qccupying or using the insured autonobile with the perm ssion of
the named insured; or (ii) a pedestrian accidentally struck by the
i nsured aut onobil e.

(6) "Loss of services benefits" neans rei nbursenent for paynent to
ot hers, not nenbers of the insured' s househol d, for expenses reasonably
incurred for services in lieu of those the insured would usually have
performed for his or her household w thout conpensation, provided the
services are actually rendered((—and—-ending)). The maxi numbenefit is
forty dollars per day. Rei nbursenment for loss of services ends the
earliest of the follow ng:

(a) The date on which the insured person is reasonably able to
perform those services;

(b) ((Fhe—expirationof+ty-two—weeks)) Fifty-two weeks fromthe

date of the autonobil e accident; or

1084. SL p. 2
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(c) The date of the insured' s death.

(7) "Medical and hospital benefits" neans paynents for al
reasonabl e and necessary expenses incurred by or on behalf of the
insured for injuries sustained as a result of an autonobile accident
for health care services provided by persons |icensed under Title 18
RCW i ncl udi ng pharnaceuticals, prosthetic devices and eye gl asses, and
necessary anbul ance, hospital, and professional nursing service.
Medi cal and hospital benefits are payable for expenses incurred within
three years fromthe date of the autonobile accident.

(8) "Automobile liability insurance policy" neans a policy insuring
against loss resulting fromliability inposed by law for bodily injury,
deat h, or property damage suffered by any person and ari sing out of the
owner shi p, mai ntenance, or use of an insured autonobile. An autonobile
l[iability policy does not include:

(a) Vendors single interest or collateral protection coverage;

(b) General liability insurance; or

(c) Excess liability insurance, commonly known as an unbrella
policy, where coverage applies only as excess to an underlying
aut onobi l e policy.

(9) "Naned insured" neans the individual naned in the declarations
of the policy and includes his or her spouse if a resident of the sane
househol d.

(10) "Cccupying” means in or upon or entering into or alighting
from

(11) "Pedestrian" neans a natural person not occupying a notor
vehicle as defined in RCW 46. 04. 320.

(12) "Personal injury protection” nmeans the benefits described in
this section and RCW48. 22. 085 t hrough 48. 22.100. Paynents nmade under
personal injury protection coverage are limted to the actual anount of
| 0Ss or expense incurred.

Sec. 2. RCW48.22.085 and 1993 ¢ 242 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No new autonobile liability insurance policy or renewal of such
an existing policy may be issued unless personal injury protection

coverage ((bhenetts—at—Hmts—estabbished—+n—ths—chapter—for—medical

p. 3 1084. SL
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an—autorpbie—-acetdent—are)) s offered as an optional coverage.

(2) A naned insured may reject, in witing, personal injury
protection coverage and the requirenents of subsection (1) of this
section shall not apply. |If a nanmed insured ((has—+ejeeted)) rejects
personal injury protection coverage((y)):

(a) That rejection ((shatt—be)) is valid and binding as to all
| evel s of coverage and on all persons who m ght have otherw se been
insured under such coverage((—H—a—nared—tnsured—has—rejected

L in . ’ I hall I
Hhretuded) ) ; and

(b) The insurer is not required to include personal injury
protection coverage i n any supplenental, renewal, or replacenent policy
unl ess a naned i nsured subsequently requests such coverage in witing.

Sec. 3. RCW 48. 22. 090 and 1993 ¢ 242 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

((

insurer is not required to provide personal injury protection coverage

to or on behal f of:

(()y)) (1) A person who intentionally causes injury to hinself or
hersel f;

(()y)) (2) A person who is injured while participating in a
prearranged or organized racing or speed contest or in practice or
preparation for such a contest;

((r)) (3) A person whose bodily injury is due to war, whether or
not declared, or to an act or condition incident to such circunstances;

(()) (4) A person whose bodily injury results from the
radi oactive, toxic, explosive, or other hazardous properties of nuclear
mat eri al ;

((£e)y)) (5) The named insured or a relative while occupyi ng a notor
vehi cl e owned by the naned i nsured or furnished for the named insured's

1084. SL p. 4
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regul ar use, if such notor vehicle is not described on the declaration
page of the policy under which a claimis nade;

((8)y)) (B6) Arelative while occupying a notor vehicle owed by the
relative or furnished for the relative's regular use, if such notor
vehicle is not described on the declaration page of the policy under
which a claimis nmade; or

((e)) (7). An insured whose bodily injury results or arises from
the insured' s use of an autonobile in the comm ssion of a felony.

Sec. 4. RCW48.22.095 and 1993 ¢ 242 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

| nsurers providing autonobil e i nsurance policies nmust offer m ni mum
personal injury protection coverage for each insured wth ((#medrur))
benefit limts as foll ows:

(1) Medical and hospital benefits of ten thousand dollars ((fer

. | it hi I Y bil . ) :
(2) ((Benett+ts—tor—funeral—expenses—in—an—ampunt)) A funeral

expense benefit of two thousand doll ars;

(3) Inconme continuation benefits ((eevertngi+necore—tossestneurred
wH-hH-R—one—year—alter—the—date—of—the—asured-s—jury—+n—an—arunt) )
of ten thousand dollars, subject to a limt of ((t+hetesser—of)) tw

hundred dol | ars per week ((eF—e+gh%y—#+ve—peFeeﬂ%—e#—%he—meek+y—+ﬂeeﬁe—

Hve—percent—of—the—tnsured-s—weelkdy—ireone) ) ;. and
(4) Loss of services benefits ((+A—an—ampunt)) of five thousand

dollars, subject to a limt of ((ferty—deHars—per—dayhnot—to—exceed))
two hundred dol |l ars per meek((——and

Sec. 5. RCW 48. 22. 100 and 1993 ¢ 242 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

((tn tieu of mninum coverage required under RCW 48.22.095)) |f

requested by a naned insured, an insurer providing autonobile liability

i nsurance policies ((shalt)) nust offer ((anrdprovide—upon—reguest))

p. 5 1084. SL
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personal injury protection coverage for each insured with benefit
l[imts ((fer—each—+tnsuredof)) as foll ows:

(1) ((Yp—te)) Medical and hospital benefits of thirty-five thousand
dol I ars ( (for—redical—andhospital—benelits—tnewrred—wthnthree—years
of—the—auwtonphi-te—acerdent) )

(2) ((Up—te)) A funeral expense benefit of two thousand dollars

( { For—tuneral—expenses—ineuried) )
(3) ((YUp—te)) lLncone continuation benefits of thirty-five thousand

dol | ars ((fer—ene—year—s—tneconre—contindation—benefits)), subject to a
limt of ((t+hetesser—of)) seven hundred dollars per week ((er—erghty—
five percent—of the weekly—inecone)); and

(4) ((Up—to—torty—dotHtars—per—day—ftor—toss—ol—services—benebits—
For—up—to—onre—year—from-the—date—of—the—auvtonphi-te—acerdent—

benefits of fourteen thousand si x hundred doll ars.

Passed by the House February 10, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 17, 2003.

Approved by the Governor May 7, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 7, 2003.
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